
Unit 1- Movement Vocabulary 
 
Transcontinental Railroad-the first railroad built to connect the east coast 
of the U.S. to the west coast of the U.S. 

 
Assimilation-the process of adopting the language and culture of a 
dominant group 

 
Culture-a pattern of behavior shared by a society, or group of people 

 
Equality- the state of being equal, especially in status, rights, and 

opportunities 

Immigrant- someone who comes to live permanently in a foreign country. 

Homesteaders- people who moved to the Great Plains and claimed land 

under the Homestead Act.  

Famine- a long period of hunger; no food available 

Discrimination - unfair treatment of a certain group of people 

Exodusters- African Americans who moved west during the 
Reconstruction era (after the Civil War) to escape discrimination 

 
Sodbusters- farmers who had to “bust through sod” to get to the fertile 
soil beneath it to plant.  
 

 

 

 

https://www.yourdictionary.com/Reconstruction
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