Co Héi Chi Pén Mét Lan

Lam Vinh-Thé, M.L.S.

Librarian Emeritus
University of Saskatchewan
CANADA

Ong Ba chung ta ngay trwéc thwong day con chau nhivng cau nhw sau: “phai
biét nam lay co’ héi,” hodc “dirng bé qua co héi,” hay “co’ héi chi dén mét lan,” vv
va vv. Bai viét nay ghi lai trdi nghiém cla ban than tdi vé |&i khuyén quy gia d6. Téi da
“bé qua mét co’ héi vé cung quy bau” dé trd thanh vi Tién ST dau tién vé nganh Thu
Vién Hoc cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa vao thang 5-1973.

Du Hoc Hoa Ky (1971-1973)

Nhan dwoc hoc bdng tlr don vi Library Development Authority ctia Co Quan
USAID (United States Agency for International Development), t6i da r&i Viét Nam di du
hoc tai Hoa Ky trong hai ndm (1971-1973). Chiéc phi co phan lwc loai Boeing-707 clia
hang hang khéng My Pan Am r&i phi trwdng Tan Son Nhit vao luc 11 gié sang ngay
Thir Hai 9-8-1971, va sau 1 tram dirng (Stop-over) ngan chi d mot gio déng hd dé
rudc thém khach tai Tokyo, da bay mot chuyén bay that dai, vwot ngang qua mét phan
kha I&n cha Thai Binh Dwong, va dap xudng phi trwerng qudc té Honolulu cla tiéu bang
Hawaii cling cung trong ngay Th& hai 9-8-1971 d6 (ly do: gid Hoa Ky di sau gio Viét
Nam 12 tiéng ddng hd). Xe buyt clia Co Quan USAID da ché san tai phi triwdng va dua
t6i (clung cac trng vién cha USAID tir mot sb qudc gia khac ctia Chau A, nhw Dai Han,
Thai Lan, Nam Dwong, vv) vé Trung Tam Déng-Tay (East-West Center) ctia Dai Hoc
Hawaii trong thung Iting Manoa.!"!




(ng vién USAID - East-West Center, Dai Hoc Hawaii, Thang 8-1971 - Tac gia ngdi & bia phai

Sau hon 2 tuan 1& dy moét khoéa huan luyén tién-dai hoc (Pre-University
Workshop, tr ngay 10 dén ngay 27-8-1971) tai Trung Tam Dong Tay, t6i bat dau vao
hoc Khoa Mua Thu (Fall Semester), khéi sw vao sau ngay L& Lao DBong, Labor Day;,
Tho Hai, 6-9-1971, tai Trwong Thw Vién Hoc, Vién Dai Hoc Syracuse (School of Library
Science, Syracuse University) tai Thanh phd Syracuse, tiéu bang New York. T6i da
theo hoc hai nam (tv thang 9-1971 dén thang 5-1973) tai day va tbt nghiép vdi Van
Bang Master of Library Science (M.L.S.). Trong subt thdi gian theo hoc, t6i ludn luén tin
twdng sat da vao 1oi day cta 6ng ba minh, “Tan Nhan Lwe, Tri Thién Mang.” va, nhd
vay, t6i da thanh codng, hoan tat dwoc 12 gido trinh Thu Vién Hoc (mang danh sé LSC)
véi thanh tich hoc tap rat tot, gdbm 3 gido trinh dat diém B va 9 gido trinh dat diém A
nhw bang diém sau day ghi rd, nhirt la trong nam th nhi, t6i da 1a mét trong sé réat it
nhirng sinh vién ngoai quéc dat toan diém A (straight-A students):
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Duyén Lanh Vé&i Gido Sw Hwéng Dan



Trong thoi gian hai nam theo hoc tai Pai Hoc Syracuse, Giao Su Pauline
Atherton (vé sau, sau cu¢c hoén nhan véi Giao Sv John H. Cochrane, ba da déi tén lai
la Pauline A. Cochrane) da la gido sw hwéng dan (academic advisor) cla toi.”

Giao Sw Atherton va t6i - Hé 1972 — Hai ngwoi con lai: c6 Kalpana Dasgupta, sinh vién An P6 cung
hoc Ba Atherton véi t6i, va anh Nguyén Hivu Tri, Trung Uy, Trieong VO Bi Da Lat

Hinh Giao Sw Atherton chup vao nam 2011

Tai thoi diém thang 9-1971, Gido sw Atherton da 1a mét tén tudi Ién trong nganh
thw vién hoc va thong tin hoc cia Hoa Ky. Ba da la Chu Tich (President) cia Hoi
Thong Tin Hoc cla Hoa Ky (American Society for Information Science = ASIS), nhiém
ky 1971, nhw trong tdm anh ngay bén dwéi day da ghi ré:
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ASIS Officers (1971)

President: Pauline Atherton, School of Library
Science, Syracuse University, Syracuse, N.Y.

President-elect: Robert J. Kyle, Computing Center,
Emory University, Atlanta, Ga,

Past President: Charles P. Bourne, Charles Bourne &
Associates, Menlo Park, Calif.

Secretary: Lois F. Lunin, Information Center for
Hearing, Speech & Disorders of Human Communi-
cation, Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions, Balti-
more, Md.

Treasurer: Mary Herner, Herner & Co., Washington,
D

Executive Director: Herbert R, Koller

ASIS Councilors (1971)

Dale B. Baker, Chemical Abstracts Service, Colum-

bus, Dhio

F. Kennett Broome, hbbntl Laboratories, North 1140 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.
Chicago, I11. - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

Arthur W, Elias, Information Company of America, (202) 659-3644

Philadelphia, Pa.

Paul |. Fasana, Columbia University Libraries, New
York, N.Y.

Edward M, Housman, General Telephone & Elec-
tronics Laboratories, Bayside, N.Y,

Stella Keenan, Mational Federation of Science Ab-
stracting & Indexing Services, Philadelphia, Pa.

Ben-Ami  Lipetz, Yale University Library, Ne
Haven, Conn,

Jack M. McCormick, Mational Oceanic & Atmos-§ =
pheric Administration, Boulder, Colo,

1. A. Warheit, International Business M&chine.l, San
Juse, Calif, :

Martha E. Williams, Tllinois Institute of Teuhnningy - ation,
Research Institute, Chicago, I1L
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Danh sach Ban Chap Hanh Héi Théng Tin Hoc Hoa Ky (ASIS) Nhiém ky 1971

Vi 1a gido sw hwédng dan cla téi, Gido Sw Atherton da dwoc Gido Sw Khoa
Trwdng cho xem hd so ca nhan cla tdi do USAID g&i dén cho trwdng, trong dé cé ghi
rd nhiém vu cla t6i 13, sau khi tét nghiép vé nuwéc, sé thiét lap Ban Thw Vién Hoc dau
tien cha Viét Nam Coéng Hoa (VNCH) tai Trwdng Pai Hoc Sw Pham Sai Gon
(PHSPSG), va sé la Gido Sw Trwdng Ban dau tién. (Vé sau, moi viéc da khong dién ra
nhw dy tinh, ma toi lai thanh 1ap Ban Thw Vién Hoc dé tai Dai Hoc Van Hanh.P!) Sau khi
biét rd cong viéc twong lai cla tdi, Ba hdi tdi thich gidng day bé mén nao va téi cho ba
biét ngay la t6i thich day bé mén Bién Muc (Cataloging) la nganh chuyén mén chinh
cua Ba.

Sau khi theo ddi thanh tich hoc tap rat kha quan cua t6i trong sudt nam hoc dau
tién cda toi tai trwdng (1971-1972) gom 3 khda, Khéa Mua Thu 1971 (Fall 1971



Semester), Khéa Mua Xuan 1972 (Spring 1972 Semester), va Khoéa Hé 1972 (Summer
1972 Session), v&i 3 gido trinh dat diém B va 4 gido trinh dat diém A, Gido Sw Atherton
quyét dinh can thiép véi Gido Sw Khoa Truédng dé tdi dwoc ghi danh va theo hoc Gido
Trinh LSC 998, Readings and Research in Library Science, do chinh Ba giang day va
chi danh cho cac sinh vién dang chuan bij trinh luan an tién sf.

Ciing nhw tat ca cac treong dai hoc khac cta Hoa Ky trong thap nién 1970, Dai
Hoc Syracuse da ap dung hé thong danh s6 cac giao trinh nhw sau:

e Bac Clr Nhan (Bachelor):
o N&m th& nhiet: cac gido trinh mang danh sé hang 100
o Nam thir hai: cac gido trinh mang danh sb hang 200
o N&m th& ba: cac gido trinh mang danh sé hang 300
o Nam thir tw: cac gido trinh mang danh s6 hang 400

e Bac Cao Hoc (Master):
o Nam dau tién: cac gido trinh mang danh s hang 500
o N&m th& nhi: cac gido trinh mang danh sé hang 600

e Bac Tién ST (Ph.D.):
o N&m d4u tién: cac gido trinh mang danh sb hang 700
o Nam thir nhi: cac gido trinh mang danh sé hang 800
o Na&m th& ba: cac gido trinh mang danh sé hang 900

Dwa trén bang cép sb nay, roé rang Giao Trinh LSC 998 la mét giao trinh thudc
chwong trinh hoc cla nam cudi cung dao tao cap Tién Si.  Tai thoi dlem dé téi chuwa
hoan tat chwong trinh Cao Hoc nén, trén ly thuyét, t6i khéng cé quyén ghi danh theo
hoc Giao Trinh LSC 998 nay. Vi vay chinh Giao Sw Atherton phai can thiép va dwoc
Gido Su Khoa Trudng ddng thuan t6i méi dwoc ghi danh va theo hoc gido trinh cao
cap d4. Ngoai téi con cé mét niv sinh vién nguei An D, chinh 1a ¢d Kalpana Dasgupta,
cling dwoc dac cach theo hoc gido trinh nay

T6i van con nho rat rd la, ké ca t6i va cd Kalpana Dasgupta, chi cé 5 sinh vién
theo hoc Gigo Trinh LSC 998. Ba nguwoi kia déu la sinh vién cap Tién Si. Vé sau, cb
Kalpana Dasgupta tré thanh Thw Vién Trwdng ctia Thw Vién Qudc Gia cta An Do, tai
Thanh phd Kolkata (trwéc kia mang tén la Calcutta) trong sudt 12 ndm, va c¢b ciing l1a vj
N& Chud Tich dau tién cta Hoi Thw Viéen An Do, nhiém ky 2000-2002, nhw trong bai bao
READ India sau day da ghi ré:.



P O Home

Ms. Kalpana Dasgupta

She has led some of the largest
libraries in India and also served as
Head of the Naticnal Library of India
for 12 years. She was the Director of
the Central Secretariat Library of the
Ministry of Culture, Government of
India, and has served as Director of
the Delhi Public Library. She served as
the first woman President of the
Indian Library Association {ILA) from
2000-2002.

She has a Post Graduate degree in
Political Science from Patna
University, India and Master of
Science in Library Science from
Syracuse University, USA . She is
associated with READ India from its

inception.

Trong thoi gian theo hoc Gido Trinh LSC 998 nay, chung téi phai doc rat nhiéu
sach va méi ngwdi phai chon mét dé tai dé nghién ctru va thuyét trinh lai cho nhém. Dé
tai cla toi 1a nhirng codng trinh nghién ctru vé Thw Vién Hoc cta Gido Sw Tién ST Shiyali
Raramrita Ranganathan (1892-1972) ctia An D6 “ (trong d6 ndi tiéng nhirt 1a tac phdm
The Five Laws of Library Science, xuit ban nam 1931), dac biét chu trong dén
Phwong Phap Phan Loai ndi tiéng Colon Classification ! ctia Ong. Phan thuyét trinh
cla t6i dwoc Gido Sw Atherton danh gia rat tét va vi vay Ba da chi dinh t6i doc diéu van
khi Trwdng Thw Vién cia Pai Hoc Syracuse t6 chirc L& Twédng Niém Tién Si
Ranganathan sau khi 6ng qua d&i vao ngay 27-9-1972.



B Qua Co Héi Hoc Tién Si Thw Vién Hoc

Sau khi dw L& Cap Phat Van Bang (Commencement Ceremony ©') ma Trudng
DPai Hoc Syracuse cir hanh rat trong thé hang ndm cho sinh vién tét nghiép (trong
trwdng hop ca nhan téi la tiép nhan Van Bang Cao Hoc vé Thw Vién Hoc — Master of
Library Science = MLS), vao khoang hon 10 gi& sang mét ngay cubi thang 5-1973,
trong luc dang thu x&p hanh Iy chuan bj I&n dwong vé Viét Nam, t6i nhan dwoc dién
thoai clia Gido Sw Atherton goi t6i dén van phong ctia Ba. Dén noi t6i vd cung ngac
nhién khi dwgc Ba khuyén nén dinh lai chuyén vé nuwdc, va & lai hoc Tién ST voi Ba
ddng thoi lam phu ta cho Ba trong viéc gidng day Giao Trinh LSC 503, Ba day phan ly
thuyét va t6i sé lo vé phan thwc hanh. T6i cam on Ba rat nhiéu nhung tlr chbi khong
nhan vé&i ly do 1a Co quan USAID va ca Chinh phi VNCH déu c6 chinh sach cho phép
cac wng vién nhan hoc b6ng du hoc chi dwgc hoc mét van bang ma théi. Ba cudi va
néi: “Thé oi, chuyén dé em dirng lo, ctr dé cho téi lo.” Nhan thay noi chuyén ly 1&
v&i Ba 1a khong xong rdi, t6i chuyén sang néi chuyén tinh cdm véi Ba, mong Ba co thé
dé théng cdm va chap nhan hon. Téi thwa véi Ba la da xa nha gan hai nam réi, toi rat
nhé gia dinh, v con nén chi mudn vé nwdc ma thoi. Tai lai xin htra véi Ba I1a hai ndm
sau toi sé tré qua dé hoc tién si véi Ba. T6i dam hira véi Ba nhw vay la vi t6i biét r6 1a
Ba da doc ky hd so clia t6i va chdc chan Ba da biét rd |a trong hop dong ky két gitra Co
Quan USAID va Truérng DPHSPSG trudc khi toi di My, da cd mét diéu khoan ghi rd 1a
sau khi tét nghiép Master vé nwéc lam viéc thi hai nam sau téi sé dwoc USAID cép hoc
bong dé tré& qua My hoc Ph.D. Lan nay thi, dung nhw tbi da dw doan, Ba déng y dé toi
vé nwoc va hen sé gap lai téi hai nam sau. Tren duwong trd vé nha sau cudc noi chuyén
do v&i Giao Su Atherton, t6i suy nght va nghiém ra tai sao Ba da van déng cho téi dwoc
ghi danh va theo hoc Giéo Trinh LSC 998: d¢6 la vi Ba da c6 y dinh giup t6i cé co hoi
duwoc hoc 1én Tién si tir trwde rdi, ngay ca trwdc khi toi tot nghiép véi Bang Cao Hoc.
Tiéc thay, chuyén tré& lai Hoa Ky vao nam 1975 dé hoc tiép 1én bac Tién si vé Thw Vién
Hoc da khéng bao gi®» xay ra vi bién cé ngay 30-4-1975. To6i that sy da bd qua mot
co hdi quy bau dé co thé tré thanh vi Tién ST Thw Vién Hoc dau tién ciia VNCH vao
thang 5-1973.

Thay L&i Két

Hon tdm nam sau, thang 9-1981, t6i da tré lai BAc My, nhwng la & Canada vi do
Anh Tw t6i bao 1anh, tai Thanh phé Montréal, thudc tinh bang Québec, ché khéng phai
& Hoa Ky. Tuy Canada ciing c6 mét sé truwéng dai hoc cé chwo’ng trinh dao tao tién st
nganh thw vién, nhung toi lam gi cé phwong tién tai chanh dé theo hoc va con phai lo
tim cong viéc lam dé nudi song gia dinh v con. Hon nira, téi cling da trén 40 tudi roi.
Va rdi ngay thang tréi qua, chdng may chbc t6i da dén tudi phai nghi hwu. Viéc trai
nghiém ctia ban than trong cau chuyén nay da cho téi thay ré cai chan ly ma éng ba
minh ngay xwa da tin twong va thuong truyén day cho con chau: “Co’ Hoi Chi Bén Mét
Lan.”

GHI CHU:



Lam Vinh-Thé. Nhé lai ba tuan I1é tai East-West Center, Hawaii, Thang 8-1971, tai liéu truc
tuyén, co thé doc toan van tai dia Chl Internet sau day:

Lam Vnh Thé. Tlnh nghla thay tro My-Vlet tai liéu truc tuyén, co thé doc toan van tai dia chi
Internet sau day: https: //Qetruskyaus net/tinh-nghia-thay-tro-my-viet-lam-vinh-the/

Lam Vinh-Thé. Duyén no cua téi véi Pai Hoc Van Hanh, tai liéu truc tuyén, co thé doc toan
van tai dia ch| Internet sau day:

SR Ranganathan tai I|eu trye tuyen co the doc toan van ta| dia chi Internet sau day: S. R.
Ranganathan - Wikipedia
Colon Classification, tai liéu trwc tuyén, cé thé doc toan van tai dia chi Internet sau day: Colon
classification - Wikipedia
What is the difference between a Graduation and Commencement Ceremony?, tai liéu tryc
tuyén, c6 thé doc toan van tai dia chi Internet sau day: Graduation vs. Commencement Ceremony
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