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Revolutions: A Webliography and Research Support Guides 
 
 

Revolution  Other Resources 

The Iranian Revolution (1978-1979) 

Research Support Guide:  

 

 

 

 

Iranian 
1979: Iran’s Islamic Revolution: 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indept
h/upfront/features/index.asp?article=f091806_TP_Ira
n 
The Iranian Revolution: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/04/
middle_east_the_iranian_revolution/html/1.stm  

The Cuban Revolution (1956-1959) 

Research Support Guide: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DToKL3

-2oHnXGtltWTgkkp-Dx5zQn3RbX-KycKY6TZM

/edit?usp=sharing 

 

 

 

 

Cuban 
1959: The Cuban Revolution: 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indept
h/upfront/features/index.asp?article=f090108_Cuba 
Fidel Castro (PBS): 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/castro/index.html  
 
Secondary Sources: PBS: Fidel Castro and 

History.com: Batista Forced Out Castro-Led 

Revolution 

Primary Sources: Casa Historia: Cuba and the 

Castro Revolution 

The Haitian Revolution (1794-1804) 

Research Support Guide: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Add4qao6xxP

uI1LsWnsPnmHk9XLL45P0J8RPsIhKJeY/edit?usp=

sharing 

 

Haitian 
Haitian Revolutions video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A_o-nU5s2U 
Toussaint Louverture:  
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Toussaint-Lou
verture  

The Russian Revolution (1917) 

Research Support Guide: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pBslK_h

Iy-SqLwwSrJ2RSXFnH0XSORTVqNJargq7M5

4/edit?usp=sharing  

Russian 
Russian Revolution (History Channel): 
http://www.history.com/topics/russian-revolution  
War and Revolution in Russian, 1914-1921: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/ea
stern_front_01.shtml  
The Bolshevik October Revolution: 
http://content.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,
1681193,00.html  
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Vladimir Lenin: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/lenin_
vladimir.shtml  
Leon Trotsky: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/trotsk
y_leon.shtml  

The French Revolution (1789-1799) 

Research Support Guide: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eVWh3c

993Polm6UrS4NPQNLdAGeQmj79a0OGWCrnE

QY/edit?usp=sharing 

 

 

The Nicaraguan Revolution (1979) 

Research Support Guide: 

Nicaragua 
Understanding the Iran-Contra Affairs: Nicaragua: 
https://www.brown.edu/Research/Understanding_th
e_Iran_Contra_Affair/n-background.php  

Mexican Revolution 

(20 November 1910 – 21 May 1920) 

Research Support Guide: 

Mexican 
Mexican Revolution Timeline: 
http://academics.utep.edu/portals/1719/publications
/mexicanrevolutiontimeline.pdf  
Faces of the Mexican Revolution: 
http://academics.utep.edu/Portals/1719/Publications
/MexicanRevolutionBios.pdf  
The Mexican Revolution 1910: 
http://www.mexconnect.com/articles/2824-the-mexi
can-revolution-1910  

Chinese Communist Revolution 1949 

Research Support Guide: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rK5u2Gyx6JS

1XmU0zsYKdtgFksSCE3PTt_cIQK8jJKM/edit?usp=s

haring 

 
Chinese 
China’s Communist Revolution (BBC): 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/special_repor
t/1999/09/99/china_50/cult.htm  
The Chinese Revolution of 1949: 
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/chin
ese-rev  
Cultural Revolution (History Channel): 
http://www.history.com/topics/cultural-revolution  

Ukraine (2004–2005): The Orange Revolution  

Research Support Guide: 

 

Egyptian revolution (2011) brings down the 

regime of President Hosni Mubarak. 

Research Support Guide: 

Arab Spring 
Arab uprisings from BBC News: 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-12813
859 
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The Middle East in Revolt (Time Magazine): 
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/0,2
8757,2045328,00.html 

Vietnam 

 

Research Support Guide: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/127ZMBucEkF

dcuiWbIvTgnUQkov3yHPBEH9kSUlMhtSg/edit?usp

=sharing 

 

Vietnamese 
Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh: 
http://study.com/academy/lesson/ho-chi-minh-and-t
he-viet-minh.html  
Ho Chi Minh: 
http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/ho-chi-
minh 
Vietnam War History (History Channel): 
http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam
-war-history  

Korea  

 

 

Guatemala 

 

Research Support Guide: 

Guatemala 
Modern Conflicts: Guatemala: 
http://www.peri.umass.edu/fileadmin/pdf/Guatemal
a.pdf  
Timeline: Guatemala’s Brutal Civil War (BBC): 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/latin_americ
a-jan-june11-timeline_03-07/ 
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The Angolan Civil War: http://bit.ly/1L3P7Z1 
Modern Conflicts: Angola: http://www.peri.umass.edu/fileadmin/pdf/Angola.pdf 
 
 
Arab Spring 
Arab uprisings from BBC News: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-12813859 
The Middle East in Revolt (Time Magazine): 
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/0,28757,2045328,00.html 
 
 
Bolivia 
The Bolivian Revolution: http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/bolivian-revolution.htm 
 
 
Chechnya 
Modern Conflicts: Russia (Chechnya): http://www.peri.umass.edu/fileadmin/pdf/Russia.pdf  
Chechnya: A History of Conflict: 
http://www.voanews.com/content/chechen-conflict-spawns-terrorism/1644832.html 
 
 
Chinese 
China’s Communist Revolution (BBC): 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/special_report/1999/09/99/china_50/cult.htm  
The Chinese Revolution of 1949: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/chinese-rev  
Cultural Revolution (History Channel): http://www.history.com/topics/cultural-revolution  
 
 
Columbia / FARC 
Modern Conflicts: Colombia: http://www.peri.umass.edu/fileadmin/pdf/Colombia.pdf  
Profiles: Colombia’s Armed Groups: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-11400950 
 
 
Cuban 
1959: The Cuban Revolution: 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/upfront/features/index.asp?article=f090108_Cuba 
Fidel Castro (PBS): http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/castro/index.html  
 
 
Czechoslovakia 
Czechoslovakia’s Velvet Revolution: 
https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/images/stories/pdfs/kurtz_czechoslovakia.pdf  
A Look Back at the Velvet Revolution: 
http://www.rferl.org/media/photogallery/czechoslovakia-prague-velvet-revolution-communism/26689967.ht
ml 
 
 
Ethiopian 
Ethiopian Civil War: 
http://www.ncas.rutgers.edu/center-study-genocide-conflict-resolution-and-human-rights/ethiopian-civil-war-
1974-1991  
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Guatemala 
Modern Conflicts: Guatemala: http://www.peri.umass.edu/fileadmin/pdf/Guatemala.pdf  
Timeline: Guatemala’s Brutal Civil War (BBC): 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/latin_america-jan-june11-timeline_03-07/ 
 
 
Haitian 
Haitian Revolutions video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A_o-nU5s2U 
Toussaint Louverture:  http://www.britannica.com/biography/Toussaint-Louverture  
 
 
Iranian 
1979: Iran’s Islamic Revolution: 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/upfront/features/index.asp?article=f091806_TP_Iran 
The Iranian Revolution: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/04/middle_east_the_iranian_revolution/html/1.stm  
 
 
Kurds 
Kurd: http://www.britannica.com/topic/Kurd 
Who Are the Kurds? http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29702440 
Modern Conflicts: Iraq (Kurds): http://www.peri.umass.edu/fileadmin/pdf/Iraq2.pdf  
 
 
Libyan 
Libya Revolt of 2011: http://www.britannica.com/event/Libya-Revolt-of-2011 
 
 
Mexican 
Mexican Revolution Timeline: 
http://academics.utep.edu/portals/1719/publications/mexicanrevolutiontimeline.pdf  
Faces of the Mexican Revolution: 
http://academics.utep.edu/Portals/1719/Publications/MexicanRevolutionBios.pdf  
The Mexican Revolution 1910: http://www.mexconnect.com/articles/2824-the-mexican-revolution-1910  
 
 
Nicaragua 
Understanding the Iran-Contra Affairs: Nicaragua: 
https://www.brown.edu/Research/Understanding_the_Iran_Contra_Affair/n-background.php  
 
 
 
 
 
Palestinian  
Israeli Palestinian Conflict: Two Viewpoints (CNN): 
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/21/middleeast/israeli-palestinian-root-of-violence/  
Israeli Palestinian Conflict: http://israelipalestinian.procon.org/  
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Russian 
Russian Revolution (History Channel): http://www.history.com/topics/russian-revolution  
War and Revolution in Russian, 1914-1921: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/eastern_front_01.shtml  
The Bolshevik October Revolution: http://content.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1681193,00.html  
Vladimir Lenin: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/lenin_vladimir.shtml  
Leon Trotsky: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/trotsky_leon.shtml  
 
 
Syrian 
Syria: The Story of the Conflict (BBC): http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868 
Syria (The New York Times): 
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/syria/index.html  
 
 
Vietnamese 
Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh: http://study.com/academy/lesson/ho-chi-minh-and-the-viet-minh.html  
Ho Chi Minh: http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/ho-chi-minh 
Vietnam War History (History Channel): http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history  
 
 
Zapatistas 
Zapatista National Liberation Army: http://www.britannica.com/topic/Zapatista-National-Liberation-Army  
Zapatistas 20 Years After the Uprising: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-25550654  
 
 
Zimbabwe 
Conflict in Zimbabwe: http://www.findingdulcinea.com/guides/Reference/Conflict-in-Zimbabwe.xa_1.html 
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★​ http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/suic/?p=SUIC&u=portland 

★​ https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/https://www.cia.gov/library/publicati

ons/the-world-factbook/ 

★​ http://worldbookonline.com/student/home 

★​ https://www.archives.gov/research/databases 

★​ http://www.history.com 

★​ https://www.britannica.com 

★​ https://edsitement.neh.gov 

 
 

Revolution Brief Overview and Search Terms Resources 

Syria 2011 The Syrian Civil War is an ongoing multi-sided armed 

conflict in Syria fought primarily between the 

government of President Bashar al-Assad, along with 

its allies, and various forces opposing the government. 

The unrest in Syria, part of a wider wave of 2011 Arab 

Spring protests, grew out of discontent with the 

Assad government and escalated to an armed conflict 

after protests calling for his removal were violently 

suppressed. 

 

Syria: The Story of the Conflict (BBC): 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-mid
dle-east-26116868 
 
Syria (The New York Times): 
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/i
nternational/countriesandterritories/s
yria/index.html  

Cuban 

Revolution 

1959 

The Cuban Revolution was an armed revolt led by 

Fidel Castro's 26th of July Movement. It was against 

the government of Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista. 

The revolt took place between 1953 and 1959. Batista 

was finally removed from office on January 1, 1959. 

He was replaced by a revolutionary government led by 

Castro. This government later changed along 

communist lines, and became the current Communist 

Party of Cuba in October 1965. 

The revolt started with the assault on the Moncada 

Barracks on July 26, 1953. It ended on January 1, 

1959, when Batista was forced to leave the country 

and Santa Clara and Santiago de Cuba were taken by 

rebels. Che Guevara and Fidel Castro's surrogates Raúl 

1959: The Cuban Revolution: 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasti
cnews/indepth/upfront/features/inde
x.asp?article=f090108_Cuba 
 
Fidel Castro (PBS): 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/castr
o/index.html  
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Castro and Huber Matos led the rebels. Guevara led 

the group at Santa Clara. Raúl Castro and Matos led 

the rebels at Santiago de Cuba. 

Russia 1917 The Russian Revolution was a pair of revolutions in 

Russia in 1917, which dismantled the Tsarist autocracy 

and led to the eventual rise of the Soviet Union. The 

Russian Empire collapsed with the abdication of 

Emperor Nicholas II, and the old regime was replaced 

by a provisional government during the first revolution 

of February 1917. In the second revolution that 

October, the Provisional Government was removed 

and replaced with a communist state. 

Russian 
Russian Revolution (History Channel): 
http://www.history.com/topics/russia
n-revolution  
War and Revolution in Russian, 
1914-1921: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldw
ars/wwone/eastern_front_01.shtml  
The Bolshevik October Revolution: 
http://content.time.com/time/photog
allery/0,29307,1681193,00.html  
Vladimir Lenin: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic
_figures/lenin_vladimir.shtml  
Leon Trotsky: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic
_figures/trotsky_leon.shtml  
 
 

China 1966 
The Chinese Revolution of 1949 

On October 1, 1949, Chinese Communist leader Mao 

Zedong declared the creation of the People’s Republic 

of China (PRC). The announcement ended the costly 

full-scale civil war between the Chinese Communist 

Party (CCP) and the Nationalist Party, or Kuomintang 

(KMT), which broke out immediately following World 

War II and had been preceded by on and off conflict 

between the two sides since the 1920’s. The creation 

of the PRC also completed the long process of 

governmental upheaval in China begun by the Chinese 

Revolution of 1911. The “fall” of mainland China to 

communism in 1949 led the United States to suspend 

diplomatic ties with the PRC for decades. 

The Cultural Revolution, formerly the Great 

Proletarian Cultural Revolution, was a sociopolitical 

movement that took place in China from 1966 until 

1976. Set into motion by Mao Zedong, then Chairman 

of the Communist Party of China, its stated goal was 

to preserve 'true' Communist ideology in the country 

The Cultural Revolution 
https://www.theguardian.com/world
/2016/may/11/the-cultural-revolutio
n-50-years-on-all-you-need-to-know-
about-chinas-political-convulsion 
 

1966: China’s Cultural Revolution 
http://centennial.journalism.columbia.
edu/1966-chinas-cultural-revolution/ 

 
China’s Communist Revolution (BBC): 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/stati
c/special_report/1999/09/99/china_5
0/cult.htm  
 
The Chinese Revolution of 1949: 
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1
945-1952/chinese-rev  
 
Cultural Revolution (History Channel): 
http://www.history.com/topics/cultur
al-revolution  
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by purging remnants of capitalist and traditional 

elements from Chinese society, and to re-impose 

Maoist thought as the dominant ideology within the 

Party. The Revolution marked the return of Mao 

Zedong to a position of power after the Great Leap 

Forward. The movement paralyzed China politically 

and negatively affected the country's economy and 

society to a significant degree. 

Mexico 

1910-1920 

The Mexican Revolution was a major armed struggle 

c. 1910–1920 radically transforming Mexican culture 

and government. Its outbreak in 1910 resulted from 

the failure of the 35-year long regime of Porfirio Díaz 

to find a managed solution to the presidential 

succession. This meant there was a political crisis 

among competing elites and the opportunity for 

agrarian insurrection. Wealthy landowner Francisco I. 

Madero challenged Díaz in the 1910 presidential 

election, and following the rigged results, revolted 

under the Plan of San Luis Potosí.Armed conflict 

ousted Díaz from power and a new election was held 

in 1911, bringing Madero to the presidency. 

Mexican 
Mexican Revolution Timeline: 
http://academics.utep.edu/portals/17
19/publications/mexicanrevolutiontim
eline.pdf  
Faces of the Mexican Revolution: 
http://academics.utep.edu/Portals/17
19/Publications/MexicanRevolutionBio
s.pdf  
The Mexican Revolution 1910: 
http://www.mexconnect.com/articles/
2824-the-mexican-revolution-1910  

Guatemala 

1952-1954 

 -Coup 

d’etat 

-Ten years 

of Spring 

The Guatemalan Revolution was the period in 

Guatemalan history between the popular uprising that 

overthrew dictator Jorge Ubico in 1944 and the United 

States-orchestrated coup d'état in 1954 that unseated 

President Jacobo Árbenz. It is also known as the Ten 

Years of Spring, highlighting the only years of 

representative democracy in Guatemala from 1930 

until the end of the civil war in 1996, and included a 

program of agrarian reform that was enormously 

influential across Latin America. 

Guatemala 
Modern Conflicts: Guatemala: 
http://www.peri.umass.edu/fileadmin
/pdf/Guatemala.pdf  
Timeline: Guatemala’s Brutal Civil War 
(BBC): 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updat
es/latin_america-jan-june11-timeline_
03-07/ 

Nicuragua 

1960-1978 

The Nicaraguan Revolution encompassed the rising 

opposition to the Somoza dictatorship in the 1960s 

and 1970s, the campaign led by the Sandinista 

National Liberation Front (FSLN) to violently oust the 

dictatorship in 1978–79, the subsequent efforts of the 

Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) to govern 

Nicaragua from 1979 until 1990and the Contra War 

which was waged between the FSLN and the Contras 

from 1981-1990. 

Nicaragua 
Understanding the Iran-Contra Affairs: 
Nicaragua: 
https://www.brown.edu/Research/Un
derstanding_the_Iran_Contra_Affair/n
-background.php  
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Dominican 

Republic 

1965 

The Dominican Civil War took place between April 24, 

1965, and September 3, 1965, in Santo Domingo, 

Dominican Republic. It started when civilian and 

military supporters of constitutionally elected former 

President Juan Bosch overthrew acting President 

Donald Reid Cabral. The coup prompted General Elías 

Wessin y Wessin to organise elements of the military 

loyal to President Reid, known as loyalists, initiating an 

armed campaign against the so-called constitutionalist 

rebels. Allegations of foreign support for the rebels led 

to a United States intervention in the conflict, which 

later transformed into an Organization of American 

States occupation of the country. Elections were held 

in 1966, in the aftermath of which Joaquín Balaguer 

was elected into the presidential seat. Later in the 

same year international troops departed from the 

country. 

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-
history/u-s-troops-land-in-the-domini
can-republic 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/adst
/the-dominican-civil-war-o_b_847857
0.html 
 
http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/N
SAEBB513/ 
 
 
 

Zimbabwe 

1980 

  

India 1947  Indian independence movement 

The Indian independence movement was a 

movement from 1857 (in many cases, even pre-dating 

1857) until 15 August 1947, when India got 

independence from the British Raj. The British had 

ruled over India for a considerable period of time. 

Their initial intentions were to carry out trade in India, 

but in due course of time they developed political and 

administrative ambitions. Many political ideas also 

contributed to the movement and the most famous 

person in it was Mahatma Gandhi. 

 

Arab Spring 

2010 Egypt 

  
Arab Spring 
Arab uprisings from BBC News: 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-mid
dle-east-12813859 
The Middle East in Revolt (Time 
Magazine): 
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http://content.time.com/time/specials
/packages/0,28757,2045328,00.html 

Iran 1979 Islamic Revolution 

The Islamic Revolution occurred in 1979, in the 

Muslim country Iran. The reason for the revolution (a 

violent overthrow of a government) was that many 

leftist and Islamist Iranians disliked the Shah 

Mohammed Reza Pahlavi.[1] 

Ayatollah Khomeini organized protests to overthrow 

the government and all of its after descendants.[2] 

Khomeini became the new leader of Iran. The 

government was made a republic and a theocracy. 

Also religious officials held power. 

Shortly after the revolution, Iraq invaded Iran. This 

war ended in 1988. Since 1988 Iran is officially known 

as the Islamic Republic of Iran. Supporters of the 

revolution are still the leaders of the country. The 

Islamic Revolution impacted other Islamic countries by 

showing how to fight against Westernization. The 

revolution caused some people to leave Iran and feel 

ashamed of their culture. Nearly 60,000 protesters 

and revolutionaries died during the war. 

Iranian 
1979: Iran’s Islamic Revolution: 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasti
cnews/indepth/upfront/features/inde
x.asp?article=f091806_TP_Iran 
The Iranian Revolution: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi
/pop_ups/04/middle_east_the_irania
n_revolution/html/1.stm  

Vietnamese 

1945 

  
Vietnamese 
Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh: 
http://study.com/academy/lesson/ho-
chi-minh-and-the-viet-minh.html  
Ho Chi Minh: 
http://www.history.com/topics/vietna
m-war/ho-chi-minh 
Vietnam War History (History 
Channel): 
http://www.history.com/topics/vietna
m-war/vietnam-war-history  
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Activity | In small groups, students will research different historical revolutions from across the 

globe. Give students the Revolt! handout (PDF) to guide their research. 

The Haitian Revolution (1794-1804) 

https://static01.nyt.com/images/blogs/learning/pdf/2011/20110208revolt.pdf


Secondary Sources: PBS: The Haitian Revolution and Britannica Academic Edition: The Haitian 

Revolution 

Primary Sources: Digital History: The Haitian Revolution 

The French Revolution (1789-1799) 

Secondary Sources: History.com: French Revolution and Britannica Academic Edition: French 

Revolution 

Primary Sources: Internet Modern History Sourcebook: French Revolution 

The Russian Revolution (1917) 

Secondary Sources: Britannica Academic Edition: Russian Revolution of 1917, About.com: Russian 

Revolution and History Guide: Lecture on the Russian Revolution 

Primary Sources: Internet Modern History Sourcebook: Russian Revolution 

The Cuban Revolution (1956-1959) 

Secondary Sources: PBS: Fidel Castro and History.com: Batista Forced Out Castro-Led Revolution 

Primary Sources: Casa Historia: Cuba and the Castro Revolution 

[Brown University also has Cuba curriculum.  Caribbean Connections has a Cuba section too.] 

The Iranian Revolution (1978-1979) 

Secondary Sources: BBC In Pictures: The Iranian Revolution and Britannica Academic Edition: 

Iranian Revolution of 1978-79 

Primary Sources: Internet Modern History Sourcebook: Iranian Revolution 

The Nicaraguan Revolution (1979) 

Secondary Sources: Country Studies: The Sandinista Revolution and University of Pittsburgh: The 

Sandinista Revolution (PDF) 

Primary Sources: National Security Archive Electronic Briefing Book: The Contras, Cocaine, and 

Covert Operations and Finding Dulcinea: On This Day: Reagan Endorses Support of Nicaraguan 

Contras 

Alternatively or additionally, familiarize students with the winter 2011 events in Egypt, and discuss 

whether they would define that uprising as a revolution or not, given their understanding of the 

definition and their learning about other revolutions. 
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