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Unit Two: Ideologies and Me 
Characteristics of Ideology 
Lecture 2.4: Interpretation of the past 

 

In his most recent national bestseller, A Fair Country: Telling Truths about Canada, 
John Ralstson Saul argues that Canada's complex national identity is made up of 
the "triangular reality" of the three nations that compose it: Anglophones, 
Francophones, and the First Peoples. He emphasizes the willingness of these 
Canadian nations to compromise with one another, as opposed to resorting to 
open confrontations. If compromise between Anglophones, Francophones, and 
Indigenous peoples breaks down, Canada risks deep division. Tensions could 
escalate into conflict, unity could fragment through separatist or sovereignty 
movements, and trust in democratic institutions might erode. Minority cultures and 
languages could be marginalized, and Canada’s global reputation as a stable, 
inclusive democracy would suffer. For John Ralston Saul, rejecting compromise 
would mean abandoning the very foundation of Canada’s identity. Reconciliation 
is central to maintaining Canada’s stability and identity. It reflects the spirit of 
compromise John Ralston Saul highlights—respecting differences, repairing 
relationships, and building trust among Anglophones, Francophones, and 
Indigenous peoples. Without it, division and conflict become far more likely. 
Canada’s strength depends on mutual respect for each nation’s language, culture, 
and worldview; dialogue and compromise to resolve disagreements; shared 
responsibility in shaping the country together; pluralism that values diversity as a 
strength; and justice and equity to address both historical and ongoing 
inequalities. 

                                   

 



1.​Cyclical View 

This view sees all of history as a series of endless repeating cycles which has no 
ultimate purpose or goal. It teaches that there is no climax to history, therefore 
each cycle within itself is insignificant to the whole. 

 

 

 

 

2.​ The Liberal Trajectory and The End of History  

The Enlightenment, an intellectual movement that began in mid seventeenth 
century, argued that freedom and liberty was a natural human right and that 
reason and scientific knowledge—not the state or the church—were responsible for 
human progress. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Dialectical Materialism of Karl Marx 
 

According to German theorist and economist, Karl Marx, all goods are material, and 
material goods are a source of power. He who controls capital controls also the culture 
of the people – morals, religion, education, public opinion, music, art etc.; those who 
control mass media can manipulate public opinion and politics. So, the cherished 
beliefs of any generation are essentially those imposed upon them by the class 
holding power.  

 
Karl Marx interpreted history in such a way that he believed that the entire human 
experience has been a “class struggle” and that that class struggle would come to an 
inevitable end (vision of the future).  

 
Marxism holds that the history of society is best-understood as "the history of class 
struggle". In the same way that the old feudal nobility was replaced by the bourgeoisie 
(that is, the capitalist class), the bourgeoisie itself will, one day, be replaced by the 
proletariat (the working class).  
 
In a capitalist system, the bourgeoisie is able to flourish because it extracts surplus profit 
from the products produced by the proletariat. However, capitalism has inherent 
contradictions, fatal weaknesses that, over time, become more and more severe. Eventually, 
the proletariat will become so impoverished that they will revolt and take control of the 
means of production, resulting in a completely classless society. Once this happens, the 
oppressive, coercive capitalist state will be replaced by a society based on rational 
economic cooperation. 
 

 
 

“The ruling ideas of each age have 
been the ideas of the ruling class.” 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


