Chunking for English Learners: One-Page Guide

What is Chunking?

Chunking is a strategy that breaks information into small, meaningful pieces so English
Learners can better process, understand, and use language. It reduces cognitive overload
and boosts comprehension and confidence.

Why Chunking Helps ELs

* Reduces cognitive load—less overwhelm, more focus on meaning
 Supports working memory—small units are easier to retain

» Improves comprehension—students understand language in context
* Builds confidence through small success steps

o Strengthens fluency—chunks become automatic for communication
How Chunking Supports ELs by Proficiency Level

Beginner (WIDA 1-2 / Novice / A1-A2)
 Break directions into 1-step instructions

¢ Teach phrase chunks instead of single words (e.g., “Can I go to the bathroom?”)
¢ Use visual + phrase pairings
 Provide short sentence frames (I see... /Ilike... /I can...)

Intermediate (WIDA 3-4 / B1-B2)
» Break content into sections with guiding questions

 Use tiered sentence chunks to expand language (It is good — It is good because...)
¢ Chunk longer tasks into phases (brainstorm — draft — revise — share)
» Provide 3-4 step directions using transitions (first, next, then, finally)

Advanced (WIDA 5-6 / C1-C2)
» Chunk academic texts for close reading and analysis

* Break writing into structured chunks (thesis — claim — evidence — commentary —
conclusion)

¢ Chunk lecture notes using Cornell-style sections

¢ Chunk vocabulary using morphology (prefix + root + suffix)
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