
SBAC  ELA Performance Task Study Guides 
SBAC/ELA Performance Task Study Guides 3rd-8th, & 11th:  
 
Writing is an important life skill. Many of our students have learned the basics of writing and are continuing to 
work on their writing skills daily. Some are utilizing structured writing curriculums and writing classes and 
others are working independently. At MVA, we want all of our students to become proficient writers and be able 
to “show what they know” in the state testing platform and in life. It’s never too late or too early to learn.  
 
On the spring SBAC ELA test, students must complete one writing task that demonstrates their grasp of proper 
writing organization, conventions and appropriate evidence usage. The ELA performance task asks students to 
write an essay that may be argumentative, explanatory, informational, narrative, or opinion-based. These 
different genres are distributed randomly in the platform by grade level. 
 

 
 
Three study guides have already been created for grade level spans. They  contain the basic information your 
students will need to know.  
 

●​ 3rd-5th Grade (Informational, Narrative, Opinion) 

●​ 6th-8th Grade (Argumentative, Explanatory, Narrative)  

●​ 11th Grade (Explanatory, Argumentative)   

 

To help support our families, MVA is hosting several writing webinars for parents throughout the year with 
Melissa Webb presenting:  

 

●​ Flyer 
●​ Video (2 min.) 
●​ Sign-ups 
●​ These workshops will be recorded 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qM2JDuu81oKOJY5eSiNhwiTy6l9DYxpFYR_i5a-_gzY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_FCAuGa3VPrmtTrqI8D7ncZqtpkBS3rShkuBDRyoVNI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HwukwDR5cCxEyiE9OMSEpJXzatY_0hgd64FnJoIlEEw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GN27VO-hHr2UdoAdB-4xi3hGcpaUG_c39qY3KxYUgtY/edit?usp=sharing
https://writeonmelissawebb.com/teacher?p=broken
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nk0cdDt2Rfsys2Imfmv80zH4g8apkc88/view?usp=sharing
https://share.descript.com/view/lQDKaQk03j3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQvGii1ds5JLspZwuu3xdBp04a2d60N-fWgivkkDI_vtUvLg/viewform


 
 

●​ Melissa Webb Recordings: 
○​ 9/12/2023- The Importance of Good Writing (RECORDING) 
○​ 10/11/2023-Persuasive Basics (RECORDING)  
○​ 11/08/2023-Expository Basics (RECORDING) 
○​ 01/10/2024- Narrative Writing (RECORDING) 
○​ 02/07/2024-SBAC Test Prep Practice 

 

Write on Webb 
Melissa Webb Grades 3-5 Grades 6–11 

Persuasive Opinion Argumentative 

Expository Informational Explanatory 

Narrative Narrative (3-8) Narrative (3-8) 

Some genres are labeled differently based on the grade level.  

For Melissa Webb’s webinars: 
●​ Persuasive covers opinion and argumentative.  She explains the two as they raise the bar for all 

students to practice adding in the "counter-argument" or "opposing view" expected of older 

children. It's the only big difference between the two. 

●​ The same is true regarding the Expository style. She teaches the difference between 

informational and explanatory as they raise the bar by asking all students to consider the "why" 

something is the way it is. That one can be trickier, though. Inference skills must be practiced to 

make those kinds of connections, but it opens up great discussions!  
 

●​ Link for practicing an ELA PT on the practice portal.  

●​ Link for our printable paper practice tests. 

●​ Mr. D’s Conquer the CAASPP Demo Site for HSTs or Parents: 

○​ Go to the Mr. D Website  
○​ Click Log In (top right corner)  
○​ Username: demoCAASPP  
○​ Password: CAASPP  
○​ Click on the course you wish to demo:  
○​ Once in the course, click on “Lessons” at the top next to News, to begin.  
○​ ELA PTs are at the bottom of the list. 

●​ Smarter Annotated Response Tool- State website showing sample essays. 

●​ South Schools Writing Website-School website showing sample essays, lessons, and resources. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12O3gN69mm5BvwbOXR1j2mdtHRzOWkWYu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/134TOpHTF466z-GVSbHJqGoN6Y342yIgq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fmgKs4q-TtPInja4lzTse0EUrz866vbK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JeCN1jbdnhWXAApvDmDwo5E-AiKBwMqK/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TyHjeKwWJutb4ZKaHW3AJgGiFKR_Z-80KoBthZ7yqPY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ia49q8RmKa-Rronqgvyq_Y2AYCIAfzQX-Xn3xCU2IK8/edit?usp=sharing
https://mrdmath.edu20.org/user_dashboard
https://smart.smarterbalanced.org/
https://sites.google.com/cabrillopointacademy.org/sync-time/writing-wednesday?authuser=0


 
●​ Family/Parent Resources-Writing School website with resources 

●​ South Schools Rubrics/Writing Tools By Grade 

 

https://sites.google.com/pacificcoastacademy.org/southschoolsintervention/writing?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z610lsp1Zn15e2Ekyz_ktywRnONC8Mfu6C4LO9YNOsc/edit
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