Hello A.P. Literature Students!

To prepare to take the A.P. Literature exam, the best practice is to read
challenging texts. To help you to score well on the exam, a summer reading
assignment of two complex works is required before school begins. I'm
looking forward to a productive and rewarding class with you. Please let me
know if you have any questions at any point during the summer.
efreedman@hackettstown.org

Additionally, it could make a significant difference if you are able to type in the
traditional method by using all ten fingers. | encourage you to spend time this
summer learning to type properly. It will save time and improve your writing
skills. The following is an excellent program and it will not take you long to
master: https://www.typingclub.com/

Part 1 (30 points)
For the first part of the summer assignment, read the following short story. There
will be a reading comprehension test on the short story.
“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty,” by James Thurber story link
alternate story link

Part 2 (60 points)

Choose one work from the following selection of novels. Novels available to
read online are in bold. Other novels are available at libraries. | have copies of
Dracula, Wuthering Heights, The Jungle, The Handmaid's Tale, and The
Namesake. If you would like to borrow one of these texts, please let me know.
| will be in the building several times in late June.

For the novel you choose, complete the following activity.

1. Before you read the novel, research its themes and historical context.
Review themes to focus on as you read the story. Take informal notes
on evidence that demonstrates the themes, and discuss how they
demonstrate the themes. You will use the notes to study before you
write an essay in class. Three pages of handwritten notes are needed.


mailto:efreedman@hackettstown.org
https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.sphstigers.org/ourpages/users/jasher/SSBootCampWebsite/SecretLifeWalterMitty.pdf
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1939/03/18/the-secret-life-of-walter-mitty-james-thurber

| will be checking the notes for completion, but | will not be collecting
them.

2. On the second day of class, there will be a writing assignment based on
the novel. You will be given a writing prompt for which you will be asked
to write a thesis statement and two developed paragraphs as support.
You will need to read the text carefully to be able to answer the writing

prompt as you will need multiple, specific details to use as support.

Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens
Ethan Frome, by Edith Wharton
Wuthering Heights, by Emily Bronte

Dracula, by Bram Stoker

Jasmine, by Bharati Mukherjee
Ceremony, by Leslie Marmon Silko
The Jungle, by Upton Sinclair
Invisible Man, by Ralph Ellison
The Handmaid's Tale, by Margaret Atwood
The Namesake, by Jhumpa Lahiri
Dreaming in Cuban, by Cristina Garcia
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