
Dear School Board Members, 

 

For nearly seventy years, our community elementary school has stood in honor of a violent and racist 

human trafficker whose legacy stands entirely upon the preservation of American slavery. Every time 

a child walks through those gates, it is a reminder that our district does not believe they deserve 

better. We have pleaded for nearly two years that Henry Clay’s name be removed from this 

elementary school and replaced with a restorative name. We have spent countless hours organizing, 

meeting with administrators, and building a community coalition around this cause. We are tired. We 

are angry. We are frustrated. We are devastated. But we are not giving up. 

 

For two years, the school district has been consistently reminded of Henry Clay’s legacy, and after 

two years of reflection, their naming committee is prepared to recommend Rolling Hills Leadership 

Elementary as a replacement. This is unacceptable. The district’s justification that this name 

somehow honors native people is a ludicrous attempt to obscure its connection to land development 

and the racial redlining deeply embedded in the community of Rolando. We ask you to reject this 

proposal for its betrayal of a restorative renaming effort which gained over 1,000 signatures of 

support in our initial efforts. 

 

Today we ask you to instead choose bell hooks Elementary School as the name to replace Henry 

Clay. After nearly a century of upholding a violent white supremacist as the symbol of our school, 

the district owes our children a restorative renaming that they can be proud of today and for future 

generations to come.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian Jenkins  

Not Ok With Clay, co-organizer 

 
Jerrod Tucker  

Not Ok With Clay, co-organizer 

 

 

 

Sabrina Young 

Not Ok With Clay, co-organizer 

 

Danisha Jenkins 

Not Ok With Clay, co-organizer 

 

 

 



Erik B. Anderson 

Samaria Avila 

Chris Banno 

Angelica Barajas 

Laura Brooks 

Alia Burdick 

Benjamin Burdick 

Emilie Bydwell 

Louise Chechel 

Laura Chechel 

William Corkery 

Angela Cota 

Aisha Lope de Haro-Salleh 

Margo Denton 

Marie Draz 

Teri Early 

Juanita Eslava-Bejarano 

Gina Fan 

Joe Felton 

Cherie Flowers 

Joshua Freeman 

Kristin Freeman 

Mark Freeman 

Bailey Freeman 

Matthew Geldin 

Lizzy Gomez 

Sara Hayes 

Elisa Hedrick 

Shane Hennessey 

Quynh Hicks 

Kara Camden (Janowsky) 

Scarlett Jenkins 

Michael Jenkins 

Jeanne Jenkins 

Christine Knott 

Tess Kossoff 

Amanda Lanthorne 

Sean Libiran 

John Lutterll 

Derek Luttrell 

Vale Isela Magaña 

Erin McBride 

Shaun McCollum 

Zayilah McElrath 

Emily Medina 

Mackenzie Moore 

X Nieblas 

Forrest Ponsot 

Julia Roskopf 

Katie Ness Santana 

Natalia Sigala 

Jennifer Sims 

Michaela Staniford 

Jennifer Storm 

Michael Sweet 

Muambi Tangu 

Emily Tucker 

Desirea Tucker 

Kara S. Vetter 

John Witeck 

Kennadi Yates 

M. Scott Young 

Jessica Ysasaga 

Isabel Ysassi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


