John 1

The Word Made Flesh

Introduction

John 1 opens one of the most powerful introductions in all Scripture. In this chapter,
John does not begin with Bethlehem, Mary, Joseph, or the manger. Instead, he begins
before creation. He takes us back to the beginning and shows us that Jesus is not
merely a teacher sent from God. He is the eternal Word who was with God and was
God.

The Gospel of John was written after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension.
Therefore, John writes with a full view of who Jesus is and what he came to do.
Historically, the Jewish people lived under Roman rule and still carried the promises of
Israel’s Scriptures. They waited for Messiah, restoration, and the fulfillment of God’s
covenant promises.

John 1 matters because it connects Jesus to creation, Israel’'s hope, the tabernacle,
sacrifice, and the kingdom of God. This chapter shows the Word made flesh, the true
light, the Lamb of God, and the Son of God. As we follow this John 1 outline, we will see
how the chapter introduces the whole Gospel.

John 1 begins with the eternal Word

John begins with language that echoes Genesis 1. Genesis opens with, “In the
beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1, ESV). John begins,
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”
(John 1:1, ESV). This opening shows that Jesus did not begin his existence at
Bethlehem. He existed before creation.

John calls Jesus “the Word.” The Greek term is logos, which means word, message,
reason, or expression. John uses this term to show that Jesus reveals God fully and
personally. God spoke creation into being, and now John says the Word was already
present in the beginning.



John makes three claims in the opening verse. The Word already existed. The Word
was with God. The Word was God. These statements hold together relationship and
divine identity. The Word is not the Father, yet the Word shares the divine nature.

This matters for the whole Gospel. John will show Jesus speaking, healing, judging,
giving life, and revealing the Father. However, those works do not make him divine.
They reveal who he already is.

John continues, “All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made” (John 1:3, ESV). This places the Word on the Creator side of
reality. Everything that came into being came through him. Therefore, Jesus is not part
of creation. He is the one through whom creation exists.

This also connects John 1 to Israel's covenant story. The God who made the world is
the same God who called Abraham, delivered Israel, gave the law, and promised
redemption. So John does not present Jesus as a new religious idea. He presents
Jesus as the fulfillment of the story Scripture had already been telling.

Life and light shine in darkness

After John speaks of creation, he moves to life and light. He writes, “In him was life, and
the life was the light of men” (John 1:4, ESV). Life in John’s Gospel means more than
physical existence. It points to the true life that comes from God. This life reaches its
fullness in eternal life, which Jesus gives to those who believe.

Light also carries deep biblical meaning. In Genesis, God’s first recorded command is,
“Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3, ESV). In the Old Testament, light often points to God’s
presence, truth, guidance, and salvation. Psalm 27:1 says, “The LORD is my light and
my salvation; whom shall | fear?” So when John calls Jesus the light, he presents him
as God’s saving presence among humanity.

John also introduces darkness. He writes, “The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5, ESV). Darkness describes sin, blindness,
unbelief, and opposition to God. However, John does not present darkness as equal to
light. The darkness resists the light, but it cannot defeat it.

This theme continues throughout the Gospel. Some people come to Jesus and believe.
Others reject him, even when they see his works. Therefore, John 1 prepares us for the



mixed responses Jesus receives. His coming brings revelation, but revelation also
exposes human hearts.

The chapter also shows that Jesus is not merely one light among many. John later says
he is “the true light, which gives light to everyone” (John 1:9, ESV). This does not mean
every person automatically receives salvation. Rather, it means Jesus is the true and
final light for the world. He shines beyond one nation, one region, or one social group.

This fits the wider covenant story. God called Israel to be a light to the nations. Through
Abraham’s offspring, all families of the earth would be blessed. John shows that this
promise reaches its center in Jesus. He brings God’s light to Israel first, but his mission
reaches the world.

John the Baptist bears witness to the light

John 1 next introduces John the Baptist. The Gospel writer makes his role clear. “There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John” (John 1:6, ESV). John the Baptist
was not the light. He came to bear witness to the light.

This distinction matters because John the Baptist drew great attention in his own
ministry. He preached repentance, baptized people in the Jordan, and announced that
someone greater was coming. Some people wondered whether John himself might be
the Christ. However, this Gospel makes his position clear from the beginning.

John’s role was witness. The word witness appears often in this Gospel. It means
testimony. John the Baptist gives testimony about Jesus so that others may believe. He
does not draw attention to himself as the final messenger. Instead, he points beyond
himself to Christ.

This fits the prophetic pattern in Israel’s story. God often sent messengers before major
acts of judgment or redemption. John the Baptist stands in that prophetic line. He
comes in the wilderness, calling Israel to prepare for the Lord. His ministry echoes
Isaiah’s promise of a voice crying in the wilderness.

When religious leaders question John, he denies being the Christ, Elijah, or the Prophet
in the fullest expected sense. He answers, “I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord” (John 1:23, ESV). John knows his role.
He prepares the way.



This also shows humility within God’s plan. John has a real ministry, but his ministry
serves a greater revelation. He baptizes with water, but the one coming after him ranks
before him. This sounds strange at first because Jesus begins his public ministry after
John. However, John explains the reason. Jesus existed before him.

John the Baptist’s witness strengthens the chapter’s main claim. Jesus is not
self-appointed. God sends witness before him. Scripture points toward him. The Spirit
confirms him. Therefore, John 1 builds a layered testimony that Jesus is the promised
one.

The Word becomes flesh and dwells among us

The central statement of John 1 appears in verse 14. John writes, “And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14, ESV). This verse brings the opening
claims into human history. The eternal Word entered the world as a real man.

The word “flesh” means true human life. John does not say the Word appeared human
or only seemed human. He says the Word became flesh. Jesus took on human nature,
lived among real people, and entered the world of weakness, hunger, sorrow, and
death.

John also says the Word “dwelt” among us. The word carries the idea of pitching a tent
or tabernacling. This connects Jesus to the tabernacle in the Old Testament. In the
wilderness, God’s presence dwelt among Israel in the tabernacle. Later, the temple
became the central place associated with God’s presence.

Now John says God’s presence has come among his people in Jesus. The glory once
connected with the tabernacle and temple now shines in the Son. John says, “we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John
1:14, ESV).

Grace and truth also echo the Old Testament. God revealed himself to Moses as
merciful, gracious, steadfast in love, and faithful. John does not disconnect Jesus from
that revelation. Instead, he shows that God’s covenant character comes to full display in
Christ.

John then compares Moses and Jesus. He writes, “For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17, ESV). This does not



insult the law. The law was God’s gift to Israel. However, Jesus brings the fullness
toward which the law pointed.

Verse 18 deepens the point. “No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the
Father’s side, he has made him known” (John 1:18, ESV). Jesus reveals God in a way
no prophet, priest, king, or angel ever could. Because he comes from the Father, he
makes the Father known.

This section anchors the theme of the Word made flesh. God has not remained distant.
He has come near in his Son. Therefore, John 1 presents the incarnation as the turning
point of the covenant story.

John 1 identifies Jesus as the Lamb of God

After John introduces the Word made flesh, the chapter turns to public testimony. John
the Baptist sees Jesus and says, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world!” (John 1:29, ESV). This title carries deep biblical weight.

The lamb points back to Israel’s sacrificial system. Lambs were offered in worship under
the law. The Passover lamb also marked Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. When God
judged Egypt, the blood of the lamb marked the houses of Israel. Therefore, the lamb
became tied to deliverance, substitution, and covenant mercy.

John calls Jesus “the Lamb of God.” This means Jesus is not merely another sacrifice
brought by humans. He is God’s appointed provision. God himself provides the Lamb
who takes away sin.

John also says this Lamb takes away “the sin of the world.” The phrase reaches beyond
Israel alone. Jesus comes from Israel, fulfills Israel’s hope, and stands within Israel’s
covenant story. However, his saving work reaches the world.

This statement also prepares readers for the cross. John’s Gospel will move steadily
toward Jesus’ death. However, John does not present the cross as an accident or
defeat. From the beginning, Jesus is identified as the Lamb. His mission includes
sacrifice.

John the Baptist also testifies that the Spirit remained on Jesus. He says, “l saw the
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him” (John 1:32, ESV). This
sign marks Jesus as the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.



This matters because the prophets spoke of a future work of the Spirit. God promised
renewal, cleansing, and a new work among his people. John shows that Jesus brings
that promised work. He does not only forgive sin. He also gives the Spirit.

John then says, “I| have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God” (John
1:34, ESV). The chapter now gathers several titles around Jesus. He is the Word, the
light, the Lamb of God, the one who gives the Spirit, and the Son of God. Each title
adds depth to the same central truth.

The first disciples follow Jesus

The final part of John 1 shows the beginning of Jesus’ discipleship community. John the
Baptist again identifies Jesus as the Lamb of God. Two of John’s disciples hear this and
follow Jesus. This movement shows how true witness leads people to Christ.

Jesus turns and asks, “What are you seeking?” (John 1:38, ESV). This question
introduces a theme that runs through the Gospel. People come to Jesus with needs,
questions, hopes, and confusion. Jesus does not merely give information. He invites
people to come and see.

The first disciples ask where he is staying. Jesus answers, “Come and you will see”
(John 1:39, ESV). This simple invitation begins their journey. John does not describe a
dramatic public scene here. Instead, discipleship begins through witness, curiosity, and
time with Jesus.

Andrew, one of the two disciples, finds his brother Simon. He tells him, “We have found
the Messiah” (John 1:41, ESV). Messiah is the Hebrew-based term for the anointed
one. Christ is the Greek equivalent. Both terms point to the promised king and deliverer.

Jesus then gives Simon a new name, Cephas, which means Peter. This act shows
Jesus’ authority and knowledge. The Gospel will later show Peter’s weakness,
boldness, failure, and restoration. However, John introduces him here as one whom
Jesus names.

Next, Jesus calls Philip. Philip finds Nathanael and says, “We have found him of whom
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote” (John 1:45, ESV). This statement
matters for the whole chapter. Jesus fulfills what Moses and the prophets anticipated.
He does not stand outside Israel’s Scriptures. He brings their meaning into focus.



Nathanael struggles when he hears that Jesus comes from Nazareth. He asks, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46, ESV). Philip does not argue at
length. He simply says, “Come and see.” This repeats the pattern of witness and
invitation.

When Jesus sees Nathanael, he reveals knowledge of him. Nathanael responds,
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” (John 1:49, ESV). This
confession adds royal and covenant language to the chapter. Jesus is not only the
Lamb. He is also the promised King.

Jesus then speaks of greater things. He says Nathanael will see “heaven opened, and
the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man” (John 1:51, ESV).
This points back to Jacob’s dream in Genesis 28. Jacob saw a ladder between heaven
and earth. Now Jesus presents himself as the true meeting place between heaven and
earth.

This final scene brings the chapter together. The Word became flesh, and now people
begin to follow him. The God who revealed himself to Israel now reveals himself in
Jesus. Therefore, discipleship begins by seeing who Jesus truly is.

Closing Thoughts John1 The Word Made Flesh

John 1 introduces the Gospel with theological depth and covenant clarity. The chapter
begins before creation and moves into history. It shows Jesus as the eternal Word, the
true light, the Word made flesh, the Lamb of God, the Son of God, and the King of
Israel.

This chapter also connects Jesus to the whole story of Scripture. Creation, tabernacle,
law, prophecy, sacrifice, Spirit, and kingdom all meet in him. John does not present
Jesus as a break from Israel's hope. Instead, he shows Jesus as the fulfillment of that
hope.

John 1 also prepares readers for the rest of the Gospel. Some will receive the light, and
others will reject him. Witnesses will testify, disciples will follow, and Jesus will reveal the
Father. However, the chapter makes the central truth clear from the start. The one who
walked among us is the eternal Word who was with God and was God.



So John 1 stands as a doorway into the Gospel. It teaches us who Jesus is before it
shows us what Jesus does. The Word made flesh is the center of God’s saving plan.
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