
Web Page Speed - How to Check and Improve Website Loading Times 

Have you recently checked how long your website or web pages take to load? 

 
Google is considering adding web page speed as a ranking factor in the search engines. If your 
site doesn't load fast enough it's rankings may be lowered. 
 
Google is constantly trying to improve people's search experience so the results will be quick 
and targeted. Computer users get very frustrated when they have to wait more than a few 
seconds for your web site to appear. 
 

 
 

https://www.digitaleer.com/page-speed-optimization-services/


What does this mean for you? 
 
Google offers a tool called "page speed" that evaluates the performance of your web pages and 
suggests how to improve them. Ideally your pages should load within 30 seconds on a 56K 
modem and less than 2 seconds with high speed cable connection. 
 
How to improve web page speed 
 
Use CSS Navigation 
 
Sites that use flash, javascript or video to impress their visitors slow the load times of web 
pages. Search engines don't index these files. Create a CSS menu instead so search engines can 
spider the links. 
 
Use external files 
 
Instead of having all your CSS or javascript code in your web page place it in an external file. It 
will reduce the code clutter and speed up your pages. 

 
Validate html code 
 
Html errors prevent the search engines from easily spidered your page. Google "W3C HTML 
Validation Service" to check and correct your html errors. 
 

 
 

Optimize images 
 
If you have too many images or a few large images on your web page it will drastically reduce 
the loading time. Use thumbnail images and optimize them using graphics software like 
Photoshop or Fireworks to reduce the file size of your pages. 
 
Use Server Side Includes (SSI) for easy maintenance 
 



SSI enables you to update 100s of pages by just editing one file instead of editing each one 
separately. These files must be loaded each time they're accessed from the server so make sure 
your web host uses fast servers. 
 
Fast servers 
 
Most web hosting servers host multiple websites on the same server. If one site suddenly 
receives a surge of traffic it may overwhelm the server and your site could be temporarily 
offline. This means you could lose sales. Beware of businesses that offer unlimited space. Look 
for a reputable service that guarantees 99% uptime and does daily backups. 
 
Static vs Database-driven sites 
 
Static html web sites tend to load faster than database driven web sites because database sites 
contain 100s or 1000s of files. Most static sites are under 100 pages. Before designing or 
redesigning your website check the page speed of database sites built with software like 
WordPress, Joomla, Drupal, etc). 
 
Web Hosting Service 
 
Most websites these days share the same server. If one website suddenly receives a surge in 
server resources it affects all the other sites on that server. Therefore beware of web hosting 
companies that offer unlimited space and/or bandwidth. Check the uptime of the server your 
site is hosted on. 
 
Tip 
 
If you're planning on designing or redesigning a web site check the page speed of websites using 
the hosting service and/or design software before you begin. Having a fast loading website will 
help you rank well in the search engines thus generating more traffic and sales. 
 

Recommended Links 
 

https://goo.gl/Qx99EN 
https://goo.gl/AmuQmV 
https://goo.gl/hjS5FE 
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https://goo.gl/r46SgS 
https://goo.gl/1bTQUP 
https://goo.gl/66Qgns 
https://goo.gl/Ae33S8 
https://goo.gl/F3QbL5 
https://goo.gl/rX9itU 

https://goo.gl/hm6SXH 
https://goo.gl/iKLQPL 
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