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Part 1
IELTS Speaking Part 1: simplify

Your priority in part 1 of the speaking test should be to demonstrate fluency, not difficult
grammar or vocabulary. You'll speak more fluently if you keep your part 1 answers simple.

Here are some examples of how I would simplify students' answers.
Note: the students' answers contain some mistakes.
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Student's answer:

Logically people from different generation will have taste variation. Depending upon the
maturity, music stars of their own age, impact of globalisation as well as technological
development in music industry will divide younger and older generation.

My simplified answer:

Of course, people from different generations have different tastes in music. Popular music
changes all the time, and most of us are influenced by whatever style of music is popular
when we are growing up.

Student's answer:

Yes, [ am fond of music. It is simply the medicine for my mind. When I am stressed, music
remove stress. When I am happy, music inspires me to be more. It always in the centre of all
my parties with friends. When I am sad, music takes me out glue and move forward.

My simplified answer:
Yes, I love music, mainly because it helps to put me in a better mood. When I'm stressed or
sad, music picks me up and puts me in a positive frame of mind

IELTS Speaking Part 1: negative answers

Here are some negative answers to the 'photography' questions that I showed you a couple of
weeks ago. The questions come from Cambridge IELTS 11.

1) What type of photos do you like taking ?

Well, I don't usually take photos to be honest. I prefer to enjoy whatever I'm doing, rather
than stop to take a photograph.

2) What do you do with photos you take?

I don't really do anything with the occasional photos that I take. They just stay on my phone
and I forget to save them or upload them to my computer.

3) When you visit other places, do you take photos or buy postcards?

Neither. As I said, I prefer to enjoy myself, so I tend to let other people take photos. I used to
buy and send postcards when I was younger, so maybe I should go back to doing that.

4) Do you like people taking photos of you?

As a child I was always a bit shy when it came to having my photo taken, so I would have
said that I didn't like it. These days, if someone wants to take a photo of me, I don't mind at
all.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'future' answers

Here are my sample answers to the questions that I showed you last Friday. I've pretended to
be a scientist instead of an English teacher!

1. What job would you like to have ten years from now?

I’d like to think that I’ll be doing the same job in ten years’ time. I like being a scientist, so |
can’t imagine changing profession.

2. How useful will English be for your future?
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English is essential in my field of work; most of the research that is being done in this area is
published in English, so I read articles and papers in English every day.

3. How much travelling do you hope to do in the future?

I’d like to see more of the world, so it would be nice to be able to travel extensively at some
point, maybe when I’'m retired.

4. How do you think your life will change in the future?

Hopefully I'll make progress in different areas of my life, for example at work and in terms of
my home life. I'm also interested to see what new technologies come along in the next decade
or two.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'travel habits' topic

Remember that Part 1 questions are supposed to be easy. Just give a simple answer and a
reason.

1. What form of transport do you prefer to use? Why?

I prefer to travel by car because it means that I have my own space. Also, the buses and trains
in my city are usually overcrowded; my car is much more comfortable.

2. How much time do you spend travelling on a normal day?

I probably spend about an hour and a half travelling to and from work. I travel during the rush
hours, so there is quite a lot of traffic.

3. What do you do while you are travelling?

I usually listen to the radio or a CD. In the morning I like to listen to the news to find out what
is happening in the world.

4. Do you ever have problems with transport?

Yes, as I said, I get stuck in traffic on my way to and from work. I used to get annoyed by
traffic jams, but now I'm used to them.

A few important points:
¢ In the answer to question 4, can you see the difference between "I used to" and
"I'm used to"?

e Notice the good vocabulary: 'have my own space', 'overcrowded', 'to and from
work', 'rush hour', 'find out what is happening in the world', 'get stuck in traffic'.

e If the examiner asks a question that you have already answered, just say "as I said"
and repeat your answer.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'neighbours' topic

Here are some part 1 questions from Cambridge IELTS book 8, with my sample answers.
How would you answer these questions?

1. How well do you know the people who live next door to you?

I'’know my neighbours quite well. They're really nice people, and I always stop to talk
whenever I see them.
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2. How often do you see them?

I see my neighbours at least a few times a week. We usually see each other when we're
leaving for work in the morning or coming home in the evening.

3. What kinds of problem do people sometimes have with their neighbours?

. It's difficult to live next to people who
have a dog that barks at night, or )

4. How do you think neighbours can help each other?

Neighbours can do little things like watching your house if you go on holiday or taking a
delivery if something arrives by post when you're not at home. I think these little favours are a
good way for neighbours to help each other.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'age' answers

Here are my sample answers for the questions that I shared last week.
1) Are you happy to be the age you are now?

Yes, I'm quite happy at my current age, although I wouldn't mind going back to when I was
younger. It would be nice to relive some of my memories from childhood.

2) When you were a child, did you think a lot about your future?

Not really. I remember thinking about _ - about exams and things _

-d - but I didn't worry too much about adulthood.

3) Do you think you have changed as you have got older?

Yes, in some ways I'm a completely different person now, compared to when I was younger. I
ik i personaly and I more open and relaxed

4) What will be different about your life in the future?

Who knows? Hopefully, my life won't change much over the next decade or so, but after that [
can't really imagine or predict.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'singing' answers

Here are my sample answers to the 'singing' questions that I shared last week. Remember:
there's no need to show off in part 1. It's more important to demonstrate your fluency at this
stage. Try to give short, simple answers without too much hesitation.

1. Did you enjoy singing when you were younger?

No, I was never much of a singer. I remember that _ _

when it came to singing in front of others.
2. How often do you sing now?

I don't sing in public, but I do sometimes find myself singing along to songs if I'm listening to
music in the car. Perhaps this happens once a week or less.

3. Do you have a favourite song you like listening to?
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No, not at the moment. I used to have favourite songs when I was a teenager - when I was
discovering new music - but these days I prefer to listen to a variety of music, rather than a
particular favourite tune.

4. How important is singing in your culture?
It seems to be really important these days. TV programmes like 'X Factor', which are
basicall e Y pOpAAF A HeTIGHBR, So many JOUBE pEOHIS ST

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'walking' topic

Remember to keep your part 1 answers short and 'to the point'. Here are my example answers
for some questions about walking:

1. Do you like walking?

I'm not one for going on really long walks in the countryside, but I don't mind walking when
I'm in a town or city, for example when I'm sightseeing in a new place.

2. Do you think walking is important?

Yes, I think it's important to be active, and walking is the most basic physical activity that we
can do.

3. Do you think walking in the countryside is better than walking in the city?

Personally, no. As I said before, I like walking in the city, especially if it's somewhere with a
lot of history like London or Paris.

4. What could be done to improve the experience of walking in cities?

I suppose the main issues are _ Pavements need to be wide enough to
accommodate lots of pedestrians, and we need safe places to cross the street.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'art' topic, negative answers

Have a look at my answers to the four questions below. My aim was to demonstrate that it's
fine to give negative answers in part 1 of the speaking test.

1. Did you enjoy doing art lessons when you were a child?

No I didn't. I was never ey good at drawing or painting. and I found artlessons quite slow

_. I preferred language and science lessons.
2. Do you ever draw or paint pictures now?

No, I don't draw or paint _, because there's never any need for me to create art at
work, and I still don't enjoy art as a hobby.

3. When was the last time you went to an art gallery or exhibition?

I honestly can't remember the last time I went to any kind of art exhibition; I'm not much of
N -: I, IS ... o ur <hovs

4. What kind of pictures do you like having in your home?


https://www.ielts-simon.com/ielts-help-and-english-pr/2018/07/ielts-speaking-part-1-walking-topic.html
https://www.ielts-simon.com/ielts-help-and-english-pr/2018/04/ielts-speaking-part-1-art-topic-negative-answers.html

@vuttq

I don't have any paintings or artistic images in my home, but I do
Mebers and some e photos oF fndscapes on .

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'public transport' answers

Here are my answers to the questions that I showed you last Friday:
1) Do you use public transport? Why / why not?

These days I mostly drive, and the main reason is that my usual journeys are much faster by
car. For example, the half-hour drive that I do twice a week would take me three times as long
by train and bus.

2) Which type of public transport do you prefer? Why?

I definitely prefer the train. I like being able to stroll up and down, and on some trains I can
book a seat with a table and a socket, so that I can do some work.

3) How good is the public transport where you live?

_. There's a train station not far from my house, and it's a direct line straight into
the city centre. There are lots of bus routes too, and there's even a tram network in the centre
of Manchester.

4) Do you think people should use public transport more? Why / why not?

Yes, as long as it's convenient for them. Public transport
e cars, SO .

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'rain' answers

Here are my answers to the 'rain' questions from last Friday's lesson. Remember: there's no
need to show off in this part of the speaking test, so short, simple answers are best.

1) Do you like rain? Why / why not?

No, not at all. It rains far too often in Manchester, where I live, and I'm fed up of it; I wish we
had more sun!

2) Do you think that rain affects people's mood?

Yes, definitely. I think
people are much more cheerful

and can be . Where I live,

3) Does it often rain where you live?

Yes, unfortunately it does. As I said, Manchester is known for being a rainy place; you can't
trust the weather here, because it can cloud over and start raining at any moment.

4) Have you ever been caught in the rain without a coat or umbrella?

Yes, many times. Just last week [ went out _ and got soaked; I did have a
coat on, but it didn't really help.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'numbers' topic

In last week's speaking lesson I gave you 5 simple rules for your part 1 answers. Here are
some more example answers in which I follow those rules:
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1) Do you have a favourite number or a number that is special to you?
Yes, my favourite number is... because it's the day I was born on, and _
2) Do any numbers have special importance in your country?

Yes. The number 7, for example, is supposed to be a special number in my country. It appears
in so many places, like the seven days of the week, the seven main notes in music, and the
seven ages of man that Shakespeare described.

3) Are you good at remembering numbers? Why / why not?

No, I'm not very good at remembering numbers. I don't think it's necessary to learn them by
heart; I just save them on my phone.

4) What numbers do people often have to memorise?

The most important number to remember on a daily basis is _ for your bank
- Without this you can't pay for anything or get cash out

IELTS Speaking Part 1: strange topics. easy answers

Don't worry if the questions in part 1 of the speaking test seem strange. Just give a direct
answer and a reason as usual. For example:

'Robots' topic:
1. What do you think of robots?

I think robots are a _ I'd love to have a robot that could speak to me and do things
for me!

2. Did you watch any cartoons related to robots in your childhood?

_, but I remember that I liked the robots in

films like Star Wars.
3. Do you like the idea of robots helping you at home or driving your car?

Yes, definitely. _ to have a robot helper at home, and I like the idea of
driverless cars - I think driving would be safer if cars were controlled by robots.

'Shoes' topic:

1. Do you like to buy expensive shoes?

No. I tend to buy average-priced shoes because Il more interested in comfort than expensive

2. When you buy shoes, do you prefer convenience or style?

I mainly look for comfort and convenience. But obviously I consider the style too, because I
do choose shoes that match the clothes I wear.

3. Why do you think some people buy many pairs of shoes?
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I suppose they either like following the latest fashions, or they want a pair of shoes to match
all of the different clothes or outfits that they have.

4. Have you ever bought shoes online?

No, [ haven't. I always like to try shoes on before I buy them, to make sure that they fit
properly and feel comfortable.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'holidays' answers

Here are my sample answers for the questions that I asked you to look at last week. As usual,
my part 1 answers are short and simple.

Remember that the priority in part 1 is to answer "fluently", not to show off your best
language (you can do that in parts 2 and 3).

1) Do you like holidays? Why / why not?

Yes, I love holidays because I get the chance to take a break from work, to relax and unwind,
and to spend time with my family.

2) Do you prefer to travel or stay at home during holiday periods? Why?

If I can I prefer to travel. It's nice to get away from everything and to have a change of
scenery. Also, I like visiting new places and doing some sightseeing.

3) What do most people do during their holidays in your country? Why?

During the summer especially, I think most British people go somewhere hot and sunny, to
escape from the British weather!

4) When do you prefer to take your holidays? Why?

I like taking my holidays just outside the main summer season, which is July and August. If
you go on holiday in May, June or September, everything is cheaper and places aren't so
crowded with tourists.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'chocolate' answers

Here are my sample answers for the 'chocolate' topic. Remember that your priority in
speaking part 1 is to demonstrate fluency by giving answers that are short, direct and natural,
without hesitating too much.

1) Do you like chocolate? Why / why not?

Yes, I love chocolate. I like the taste, the texture and the feeling that you get when you eat it.
And it goes really well with my favourite drink, coffee.

2) What type of chocolate do you prefer? Why?

I prefer dark chocolate to milk chocolate, because it has a stronger taste. I also like chocolate
when it's in a cake, and I love drinking hot chocolate too.

3) When do you usually eat chocolate?

I try not to eat too much, but I probably eat or drink something that contains chocolate every
couple of days.
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4) Do people give chocolate as a present in your country? When?

Yes, it's very common to give boxes of individual chocolates as a gift. You can give
chocolates on any special occasion really: birthdays, Valentine's day, Easter, Christmas, and
SO on.

Note:
To see my corrections for the sentences in yesterday's lesson, look in the "comments" area
below that lesson.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'name' answers

Here are some sample answers for the 'name' questions that I shared last week. Notice that
most of these answers are negative ones; it's completely acceptable to answer in this way.

1) How did your parents choose your name?

To be honest, I'm not sure how they chose it; I've never asked them. I suppose it was just a
name that they both liked, and maybe they thought it suited me.

2) Does your name have any special meaning?

It might do, but I don't know what that meaning is; I've never looked it up. Maybe I'll google
it later today; you've made me curious to find out!

3) Is your name common or unusual in your country?

Yes, it's quite a common name. I remember that there were two other people with the same
name as me in my class at school.

4) If you could change your name, would you?

No, I definitely wouldn't. My name is part of my identity now, and it would feel strange to
suddenly change it. I don't think my friends and family would like that either.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'free time at home' answers

Here are some example answers for the questions that I shared last week. Remember to focus
on fluency in part 1. Try not to hesitate; just say the first thing that comes into your head.

1) How much time do you spend at home?

Obviously I sleep at home, but I don't spend very much time at home during the day, because
I'm usually busy with work.

2) Do you prefer to spend your free time at home or outside the house?

During the day I prefer to be out of the house, so I like visiting family or meeting up with
friends. But I do like relaxing at home in the evenings.

3) What do you do when you have some free time and you're at home?

I usually sit and watch some TV or a film, or I listen to some music. I also like sitting outside
if the weather is nice.

4) Would you like to have more spare time to spend at home in the future?
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No, not really. I get bored if I'm at home for too long. In the future, I imagine I'll still prefer
to go out and do things rather than stay indoors.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'house' topic

Examiners often begin the speaking test by asking about your home. Here are some typical
questions and sample answers.

1) Do you live in a house or an apartment?
I live in a semi-detached house with three bedrooms and a small garden.
2) Which room do you like most in your house? Why?

My favourite room is the kitchen because it looks out onto the back garden, and it's on the
side of the house that catches the afternoon sun.

3) Is there anything about your house that you would like to change?

Well, it would be nice if it were a detached house so that we could have windows on the wall
that we currently share with our neighbours.

4) Tell me something else about your house.

The previous owners converted the loft into an extra bedroom; that's the quietest room in the
house, and the best place to go to do some work.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: negative answers

Here are my negative answers to the questions in last week's lesson:
1) What type of photos do you like taking?

Well, I don't usually take photos to be honest. I prefer to enjoy whatever I'm doing, rather
than stop to take a photograph.

2) What do you do with photos you take?

I rarely take photos, but if I occasionally use my mobile phone to take a picture of something,
I just leave the photo there; I don't do anything special with it.

3) When you visit other places, do you take photos or buy postcards?

I don't really do either. I leave it to my friends or other family members to take photographs;
I'm usually with someone who likes taking photos and can share them with me later.

4) Do you like people taking photos of you?

No, I prefer not to be in photos. I always feel awkward when someone asks me to smile for
the camera, and I don't think I'm very photogenic.

Note:

It's usually easier to give positive answers, but it's worth practising some negative responses
just in case you get a topic that doesn't interest you. Whatever the question is, the easiest way
to answer is to tell the truth!

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'mathematics' topic
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Here are some recent exam questions that somebody shared here on the blog. As usual, my
part 1 sample answers are short, direct and simple.

1) At what age did you start studying mathematics?

I can't exactly remember, but it was probably in my first year at primary school when I was 5
years old. I probably learnt simple addition at that age.

2) Do you like mathematics? Why / why not?

I don't dislike maths, but I wouldn't say that I've ever really liked the subject either. I'm happy
to do simple calculations, but my brain can't cope with the complex stuff!

3) Is it necessary for everyone to learn mathematics?

Yes, I think it is. We all need a basic grounding in maths so that we can do daily tasks, like
managing our money, working out bills, and so on.

4) Do you prefer to use a calculator when doing mathematics?

It depends. I quite like exercising my brain with anything that's easy enough, but I use the
calculator on my phone for anything tricky.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: negative answers

Here are my negative answers to the questions in last week's speaking lesson. Remember: I'm
imagining that I don't like (or know about) the topic.

1) Do you like music?

No, I don't really like music, and I don't listen to it. It's not something that I've ever been
interested in.

2) What kind of music did you listen to when you were young?

I can't remember listening to much music as a child either. I suppose I must have heard some
traditional music at festivals or parties, but I didn't take much notice of it.

3) When was the last time you went to a concert?

I've never been to a music concert. Maybe I should try going to one; perhaps it would be
interesting to see an orchestra playing classical music.

4) Would you like to participate in a live music show?

No, definitely not. I don't play a musical instrument and I don't sing, so I can't imagine that I'd
ever find myself performing to an audience.

Note:
My aim here is to show you that you can answer questions about any topic - you don't need to
like it or know anything about it. (I do like music by the way!)

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'study’ answers
Here are my sample answers to the questions in last week's lesson.

1. Do you like studying? Why / why not?
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Yes, I like studying because it's the best way to gain a deeper insight into any subject. I like
reading, learning from others, and trying to understand difficult concepts.

2. Do you prefer to study alone or with others? Why?

I prefer to study alone because I need to be able to concentrate fully. Other people are a
distraction.

3. Where do you prefer to go when you need to study? Why?

I like to find a quiet corner in my local library; being in an old building and surrounded by
books seems to help me to focus on my work.

4. How do you feel if someone disturbs you when you are studying?

It frustrates me because it breaks my concentration. I prefer to avoid distractions by going
somewhere where nobody will interrupt me.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'cooking' topic

Here are some recent part 1 questions, with my example answers.
1. Do you like cooking? Why / why not?

Sometimes. I like preparing a special meal for family or friends who visit, but everyday
cooking is a bit boring; it's something that has to be done, but it's not really fun.

2. Who did the cooking in your family when you were a child?

My mother almost always did the cooking when I was young. I don't think she trusted my
father to make a nice meal.

3. Do you think that it's important to know how to cook well?

I'm not sure whether it's important to cook well, but I do think that everyone should know the
basics. It definitely isn't healthy to rely on pre-prepared meals or fast food.

4. Do you think that children should be taught cookery at school?

Yes, that's probably a good idea. If all children knew how to cook a few basic, healthy meals,
that would surely be a good thing.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'collecting' answers

Here are my sample answers to the questions from last week.
1) Have you ever collected anything as a hobby? (What?)

Yes. When I was younger I used to collect keyrings. I remember that my favourite was a Lego
man keyring that someone bought me as a present.

2) What kinds of thing do people often like collecting?

Some people collect cheap items like stamps, keyrings or toys. Others collect expensive
antiques, watches, jewellery or even cars.

3) Why do you think people collect certain objects?
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Maybe they like the constant search for a new item, or they want to remember past
experiences. Others might like the feeling of organising and presenting what they own.

4) Is there anything that you would like to collect in the future?

Yes. If I could afford it, I'd love to have a collection of guitars in different colours, shapes and
sizes!

IELTS Speaking: 'maps' answers

Here are my sample answers for last week's questions about maps. Remember that my
answers are short and simple because this is what the examiner requires in part 1 of the test.
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1. Do you ever use maps?
Yes. Whenever I go somewhere new, I plan my journey with the help of a map.
2. When do people usually need to use a map?

I imagine that some people use a map every day if they travel to different places for work.
Others might only use a map when they're on holiday.

3. Do you prefer electronic or paper maps?

I still prefer paper maps for a long journey; I like being able to open the map out on a table
and see the full journey ahead.

4. Do you ever ask people for directions instead of using a map?

Only if I'm really lost. Whenever I ask for directions, I find it difficult to remember what the
person said. So I prefer to find my own way.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'parks' answers

Here are my sample answers for last week's questions. Remember that part 1 answers are
supposed to be short and direct. You don't need to 'show off" in this part of the test!

1. Do you like parks? Why / why not?

Yes, I like parks because they're great places to relax or go for a walk. I think every city needs
some green space where people can escape from the crowds.

2. How often do you visit parks?

There's a park very close to where I live, so I probably go there once or twice a week if the
weather's nice.

3. Why are parks an important part of many towns and cities?

Parks are like an oasis where people get away from the hustle and bustle of city life. They are
where people go to have lunch, to take some exercise, or to forget about work for a while.

4. What do you think could be done to make parks better?

The parks in big cities are already really good in my opinion. If I think about the famous
parks in London, Paris or New York, I can't imagine what I would do to improve them.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: sample answers

Remember to keep your part 1 answers short and direct; the examiner will interrupt you if
you don't. Here are my sample answers to the 'house or apartment' questions from two weeks
ago:

1. Do you live in a house or an apartment?

I live in a semi-detached house with three bedrooms in a suburb of Manchester. I've lived
there for just over a year.

2. Which is your favourite room in your home? Why?

I don't really have a favourite room. But if I had to choose, I'd say the living room because
that's where I go to sit and relax.
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3. Would you change anything about your home? Why / why not?

Yes, I've been meaning to redecorate it since I moved in last year. It needs a new kitchen, so
that's what I'd change first.

4. Would you like to move to a different home in the future?

Yes, I'd definitely move again at some point if I could afford to. I'd like to live in the
countryside, or maybe in a different city or country.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: games

Here are my sample answers to last week's questions:
1. What games are popular in your country?

Well, if we can consider sports as games, then football is definitely the most popular game in
my country, but we also love board games like chess.

2. Do you play any games?

Not regularly these days. I play the occasional game of tennis with my brother-in-law, and I
recently played a bowling game on the Nintendo Wii with my nephew. I wasn't very good at
it.

3. How do people learn to play games in your country?

I think children teach each other to play games. I remember a friend at primary school
teaching me to play chess, for example.

4. Do you think it's important for people to play games?

Yes, it's really important, especially for children. I think research has shown that play can
improve brain development, intelligence, creativity, and the ability to cooperate with others.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'reading' topic

Here are some part 1 questions with example answers. Remember to keep your part 1
answers short and simple.

1. Do you like reading?

Yes, I like reading a lot. I read all sorts of things, including novels, newspapers, magazines,
and online articles.

2. Do you usually read for leisure or for work purposes?

Well, I have to do a certain amount of reading as part of my job, but I probably read more for
enjoyment. [ pick up a newspaper most days, and I usually have a book on the go.

3. What was your favourite book or story when you were a child?

The first book that I remember really enjoying was '.......... ". It only took me a few days to read
because I liked it so much that I couldn't put it down.

4. Do you think it's important that children read regularly?

Definitely. I think reading is possibly the most important skill that children learn. The ability
to read opens the door to all aspects of education.
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IELTS Speaking Part 1: home town

Here are some part 1 questions and answers on the topic of 'home town'. Try changing the
answers to similar ones about your own town or city. Keep your answers short, simple and
direct.

1. Where are you from?
I'm from Manchester, which is a city in the north west of England.
2. Do you like your home town? (Why?)

Yes, I like living in Manchester because it's where most of my friends live, and because there
are plenty of things to do there. The only thing I don't like is the weather.

3. Would you prefer to live somewhere else? (Why?)

For the moment I'm happy living here, but at some point I'd like to live in a country with a
warmer climate, and I'd like to live near a beach!

4. Do you think your home town is a good place for young people? (Why?)

Yes, Manchester has lots of things for young people, such as sports facilities, music and
cinemas.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: giving negative answers

It's fine to give negative answers in part 1 of the speaking test. Here are some example
negative answers for people who don't like sport:

1. What sports or physical activities do you regularly do?

Unfortunately I don't have time to do any sports or physical activities because of my work
commitments. I'd like to find more time for regular exercise.

2. Which sport or game would you like to be good at?

I'd like to be good at tennis. It must be great to be able to hit the ball as hard as you can and
watch it land exactly where you wanted it to.

3. Do you prefer watching or playing sports?

I don't watch much sport on TV and I'm not a big sports fan, so I think I would probably
enjoy doing sports more than watching them.

4. Do you think children should be encouraged to do more sport?

Yes, I think that sport is really important for children. Sports and games teach children to play
together and try their best.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'shopping' topic

Here are some questions and sample answers for the 'shopping' topic. Remember that part 1
answers need to be short, direct and simple.

1) Who does most of the shopping in your household?
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There isn't one person who does most of the shopping. I'd say it's a shared responsibility
because we tend to go shopping together as a family.

2) What kind of shopping do you like doing?

I quite like shopping for presents for people's birthdays or for Christmas. My favourite type of
shop would have to be a bookshop.

3) Is shopping a popular activity in your country?

Yes, it's very popular. Saturday is the busiest shopping day, and lots of people treat shopping
as a kind of leisure activity, rather than something practical.

4) What types of shops do teenagers like best in your country?

I'm not an expert on teenage behaviour, but I guess they like buying clothes, music, gadgets...
that kind of thing.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'toys' topic

I've already done lessons about 'toys' for part 2 and part 3 of the speaking test, so let's try
some part 1 questions about this topic. Notice that my part 1 answers are always short and
direct.

1) Did you play with toys when you were a child?
Yes, of course. I loved playing with toys when I was a child; I think all children do.
2) What kinds of toys did you like?

As far as [ remember, I mostly played with toy cars, planes and action figures from films or
cartoons. I also liked building things with Lego.

3) In your country, do boys and girls play with the same types of toys?

Not really. I think boys like the kinds of toys that I mentioned before, whereas girls play with
dolls. My niece, for example, doesn't like toy cars; she prefers dressing dolls in different
outfits.

4) Do you think that toys help children to learn?

Yes, I do. All toys encourage children to use their imagination and creativity. Even with
simple toys, children imagine situations and invent games and rules.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'telephoning' topic

Here are some part 1 questions and sample answers from Cambridge IELTS book 9.
Remember to make your part 1 answers short and simple. Just give a direct answer, followed
by a reason or one extra piece of information.

1. How often do you make telephone calls?

I probably make three or four phone calls every day, usually just to make arrangements with
work colleagues or to speak to family and friends.

2. Who do you spend most time talking to on the telephone?
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I think it would be one of my closest work colleagues. We often call each other rather than
meeting face-to-face.

3. When do you think you'll next make a telephone call?

My family are expecting me to phone them as soon as I finish this exam. They'll want to
know how it went.

4. Do you sometimes prefer to send a text message instead of telephoning?

Yes. I prefer to send a text message when I'm arranging something simple, like a time to meet
someone. In those situations, a phone call isn't necessary.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'friends' topic

In part 1 of the IELTS speaking test, remember to keep your answers short and simple. Here
are some example questions and short answers:

1. Are your friends mostly your age or different ages?

Most of my friends are about the same age as me because we met at school or university. I've
got one or two friends who are older or younger that I met through work.

2. Do you usually see your friends during the week or at weekends?

I tend to meet up with my friends at weekends because everyone's too busy during the week.
3. The last time you saw your friends, what did you do together?

It was one of my friends' birthday last weekend. Six of us went out for a meal to celebrate.
4. In what ways are your friends important to you?

I think it's important to have friends that you can talk to and share experiences with. My
friends make me laugh, but I know I can also rely on them whenever I need help or support.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: musical instruments

For IELTS speaking part 1, remember to give short, simple answers. Answer the question
with a full sentence and give a reason for your answer. Here are some example questions and
answers about musical instruments (from Cambridge IELTS book 6):

1. Which musical instrument do you like listening to most? (Why?)

My favourite musical instrument to listen to is the guitar. I like the fact that there are different
types of guitar, like classical, acoustic and electric. I love the variety of sounds a guitar can
make.

2. Have you ever learned to play a musical instrument?

I took some guitar lessons when I was younger and still have a guitar at home. I don't play it
much nowadays. I wish I had more time to practise.

3. Do you think children should learn to play an instrument at school?

Yes, I think it's a great skill and it's really enjoyable to be able to play a musical instrument.
All children should be given this opportunity.

4. How easy would it be to learn to play an instrument without a teacher?
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It would probably be more difficult without a teacher. You need someone to show you what to
do and correct your mistakes. You need a lot of discipline to teach yourself.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: clothes
1. Are clothes and clothing fashions important to you? (Why/Why not?)

No, clothes and fashions are not really important to me. I tend to wear clothes that are
comfortable and practical rather than fashionable.

2. What different clothes do you wear for different situations?

Well, I have to dress quite formally for work, so I wear a shirt and trousers. At home I prefer
to wear jeans and a T-shirt, and on special occasions I might wear a suit.

3. Do you wear different styles of clothes now compared to 10 years ago?

No, not really, because I don't follow fashion. I think I have dressed in a similar way for the
last 10 years.

4. Do you think the clothes we wear say something about who we are?

Yes, they probably do. Some people are really careful about what they wear because they
want to be seen as stylish. Other people wear clothes that show wealth or status, such as
clothes by famous designers.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'communication' topic

Here are some more examples for IELTS speaking part 1. Remember to give short, easy,
direct answers.

1. How do you usually keep in touch with members of your family?

I mostly keep in touch with my family by phone, and I've started using the Internet to make
video calls. I also try to visit members of my family in person as often as I can.

2. Do you prefer to speak to people by phone or by writing emails?

It depends on the situation. I use email and text messages to communicate with friends, but
my parents prefer it if I phone them.

3. Do you ever write letters by hand? (Why / Why not?)

No, I don't write letters by hand because it's so much easier to send an email that will arrive
immediately.

4. Is there anything you dislike about mobile phones?

Well, I don't like listening to other people's conversations in public places, and I don't like it
when someone's phone rings in the cinema or during a lesson.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: negative answers

How do you answer questions about a topic that you are not interested in? For example, many
people have no interest in dancing, so what should they say?

My advice: just tell the truth. It's fine to say you don't like something. Read my examples
below:
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1. Do you like dancing?

No, I don't like dancing. I'm not a big music fan, and dancing just makes me feel
uncomfortable and self-conscious.

2. Has anyone ever taught you to dance?

No, I've never been interested in learning to dance, so I've never taken any lessons or asked
anyone to show me how to do it.

3. Do you think that traditional dancing will be popular in the future?

I'm afraid I have no idea because I don't follow what's happening in the dancing world! I
suppose it will always be popular with some people.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'work' topic

Here are some example questions with short, direct answers. Remember that part 1 is like a
warm-up; you are not expected to give long, complex answers for this part.

1. Do you work or are you a student?

I’m a qualified doctor, but at the moment I’m studying English so that I can work in this
country.

2. Do you enjoy your job?

Yes, I really enjoy my job. Ever since I was a child I have always wanted to be a doctor; I've
always wanted to be able to help people.

3. What's the best thing about your job?

The best thing about my job is that I can make a difference in people’s lives. It’s a great
feeling to see someone recover after an illness because my colleagues and I were able to help.

4. Do you prefer working alone or with others? Why?

In a hospital you have to work as part of a team. I’ve got used to working with others, and I
think you can achieve a lot more as a team than you would alone.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: 'accommodation’ topic

Here are some questions that I found on the official IELTS website, ielts.org. The answers
below are my examples. Remember to keep your part 1 answers short and simple. You don't
need to show off in part 1.

1. Tell me about the kind of accommodation you live in.

I live in a house that has a living room, a kitchen, two bedrooms, a bathroom and a small
garden. It's not a very big house, but it's just right for me.

2. How long have you lived there?

I've lived there for about five years. It's the first house that I've owned; before that I was
renting an apartment.

3. What do you like about living there?
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I like living there because I think the house reflects my personality: I decorated it myself, I
chose all the furniture, and everything is where I want it to be.

4. What sort of accommodation would you most like to live in?

If I could, I'd buy a bigger house near a beach or in the mountains, preferably somewhere
with a warm climate.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: emails and handwriting

At work or in your studies, do you often write things?

Yes, I write a lot of emails as part of my job. I work for a company that has offices in several
countries, so we use email to communicate.

How often do you send e-mails?

I probably write between 5 and 10 work emails every day, and I send emails to friends or
family a few times a week.

Do you prefer to write by hand or on a computer?

It depends what I’'m doing. I prefer the computer for most things because it’s faster and you
can save or copy things, but I still like making notes or writing ideas down by hand.

Do you think computers might one day replace handwriting?

No, I think we will always write by hand as well. I think it’s an important skill, and schools
will continue to teach children to write by hand before they learn to type.

IELTS Speaking Part 1: laughing

The following questions are taken from Cambridge IELTS 7, page 55. The aim in part 1 is to
give short, simple answers. Don't worry about using 'difficult' grammar.

1. What kinds of thing make you laugh?

I laugh most when I'm with friends talking about funny things that have happened to us. I also
like watching comedians and comedy films.

2. Do you like making other people laugh?

Yes, it's a nice feeling when you can make someone laugh because you can see that you've
made them happy. It's great to share a funny moment with someone.

3. Do you think it's important for people to laugh?

Yes, of course. It's important to see the funny side of things; humour helps us not to take life
too seriously. I think that laughter is good for our health.

4. Is laughing the same as feeling happy?

It's not exactly the same because you can be happy without laughing, and sometimes we
laugh when something bad has happened; a sense of humour can help us to cope with difficult
situations.

Part 2
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IELTS Speaking: a recorded example

Describe an interesting place you have visited.
You should say:

e Wwhereitis

e what you can do there

e and why you think it's an interesting place.

IELTS Speaking Part 2: describe a place

In part 2 of the speaking test, you might have to describe a place. There are several possible
questions about places. For example:

Describe a place you have visited.

Describe a historic place.

Describe a holiday.

e

Describe a place you would like to visit.

5. Describe somewhere you have lived or would like to live.

My advice is to prepare a description of one place that you could use to answer all of these
questions. Then search the Internet for some good vocabulary.

For example, here are some ideas I found to describe London:

e Adjectives: it's exciting, busy, hectic, cosmopolitan, multicultural, unique. It's
historic but modern at the same time, it's a thriving, prosperous city, it's
fashionable, lively, fun...

e Activities: London is famous for its history, culture, art, museums. Tourists go
there to see Big Ben, The Tower of London, Buckingham Palace, Trafalgar Square
etc. You can get a fantastic view of the city from the 'London Eye'. It's also famous
for its theatres and shows in the West End, its shops, restaurants and nightlife.
There are endless things to see and do.

e Negatives: London is expensive, crowded, stressful, polluted. The underground
system is dirty, travel is overpriced and unpleasant. The cost of living is high
(shopping, house prices etc.), the locals are always in a hurry and can be
unfriendly, there are social problems (like you can find in most big cities).

IELTS Speaking Part 2: describe a festival

A common topic for the short presentation (IELTS Speaking Part 2) is "describe an important
festival in your country".

My advice is to look for a description of your festival on Wikipedia. Copy the best parts of
the description and make small changes if necessary. As an example, I've copied a short
description of Christmas from Wikipedia.

Describe a festival: Christmas

Christmas is an annual holiday that, in Christianity, commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ.
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Popular customs of the holiday include gift-giving, music, an exchange of greeting cards,
church celebrations, a special meal, and the display of various decorations; including
Christmas trees, lights, nativity scenes, and holly. In addition, Father Christmas (known as
Santa Claus in some areas) is a popular figure in many countries, associated with the bringing
of gifts for children.

Over the Christmas period, people decorate their homes and exchange gifts. In some
countries, children perform plays re-telling the events of the Nativity, or sing carols that
reference the event. Christmas, along with Easter, is the period of highest annual church
attendance.

A special Christmas family meal is an important part of the celebration for many, and what is
served varies greatly from country to country. In England and countries influenced by its
traditions, a standard Christmas meal includes turkey, potatoes, vegetables, sausages and
gravy, followed by Christmas pudding, mince pies and fruit cake.

IELTS Speaking Part 2: 'describe a book' answer

Describe a book that you enjoyed reading because you had to think a lot.
You should say:

- what this book was

- why you decided to read it

- what reading this book made you think about

- and explain why you enjoyed reading this book.

Here's my band 9 answer, using vocabulary from last week's lesson:

e I’'m going to talk about a book that really made me think, and that has had a
positive effect on my life. The name of the book is ‘Atomic Habits’, and it’s about
the compounding effect that small decisions and minuscule changes can have on
people’s lives.

e I decided to read Atomic Habits after seeing an interview with the book’s author,
James Clear, who is a world-renowned expert in the field of habit formation. In the
interview, he told inspiring stories and revealed some simple life hacks that can
make people more productive, motivated and happy. I found the whole idea of the
‘science of tiny habits’ fascinating, and so I bought the book straight away.

e While reading the book, I was forced to confront my own haPabits and behaviours.
I realised that I'm nowhere near as productive as I could be, but that some small
tweaks to my routine could make a significant and long-lasting difference. The
book also gave me a framework to understand how good habits are formed and
how bad habits can be broken. It has encouraged me to analyse my own habits
accordingly.

e [ thoroughly enjoyed reading Atomic Habits because I thought it was well
researched, well reasoned and well written. The author’s ideas and advice aren’t
simply his opinions; they are taken from cutting-edge research and real success
stories. I enjoy reading books that change my way of thinking in some way or give
me practical, life-altering ideas, and this was definitely one of those books.

IELTS Speaking Part 2: 'bad service' answer
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Here's the task that I showed you last week:

Describe a time when you were not satisfied with a service.
You should say

- what the service was

- who provided it

- what happened

- and explain why you were unhappy with the service.

And here's my band 9 sample answer:

I’m going to describe a time when I experienced poor service from staff in a restaurant. This
happened a couple of months ago, when some family members, who live abroad, came to
stay. We decided to visit a nearby town, and at some point everyone was a little hungry, so we
thought we would have a bite to eat.

The first restaurant that we came across looked perfect. It had plenty of empty tables - we
hadn’t booked in advance - and we were all happy with the menu. But as soon as we walked
through the door, things started to go wrong, and we weren’t at all impressed with the attitude
of the staff.

After standing around for a few minutes waiting for someone to greet us, I managed to attract
the attention of a waitress who told me that we had come into the restaurant through the
wrong door. So, I went over to the main door, only to be told by the manager that there were
no tables free for a party of our size - there were eight of us. I could see several free tables
with four seats, so I suggested simply moving two of these tables together. But the manager
was adamant that this was impossible; our only option was to divide the family and sit at two
separate tables.

By this time, some of my family members were getting fed up. The restaurant was half
empty, yet we were being treated as if they didn’t need customers. We decided we didn’t want
to sit at separate tables or stay in a place where we felt unwelcome. We left, feeling
disappointed by how dismissive the restaurant manager had been, and fortunately we found a
much friendlier place to eat just around the corner.

IELTS Speaking Part 2: essential preparation
IELTS Speaking Part 2: educational TV programme

Describe an educational television programme that you liked.
You should say

- what the programme was about

- when and where you saw it

- how you found out about this programme
- and why you liked it.

Here's my band 9 answer. Can you see any 'less common' vocabulary?

e I’'m going to talk about one of my favourite educational TV programmes, which is
a nature documentary called ‘Planet Earth’. There were eleven gpisodes of this
programme, and each one featured a different habitat on Earth, such as mountains,
caves, deserts and jungles. The aim of the ‘Planet Earth’ series was to take the
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viewer into those habitats, using spectacular footage of interesting animals, plants
and landscapes.

I first saw ‘Planet Earth’ on television when it was broadcast by the BBC several
years ago. I think it was shown every Sunday evening, which was the perfect time
to watch a fascinating nature programme. Then, a few years a ago, somebody
bought me the DVD box