
MN Township Insider Index (Issues, Authors, and Article Titles)  
Note: Some general articles do not have authors listed.  

2025 
Issue: Winter 2025 

​ Jeff’s Top 10 of MAT’s 2024 (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Advocacy Priorities in 2025 (Jill Hall) 

​ Townships and Teamwork (Mel Milender) 

A Report You Don’t Want To Make: The New Cybersecurity Incident Reporting Law 
(Steve Fenske) 

Roads on the Edge of Town (Graham Berg-Moberg)  

Clearing the Air: Cannabis Updates Every Township Officer Should Know (Madeline 
Cash)  

Happy New Year!!! (Lori Stalker)  

A Phone Call To Remember (Gussie Croup)  

Help Wanted! (Leslie Rosedahl) 

Happy Corner School (Bruce Field)  

Reporting Due March 31 or June 30, 2025 to the Office of the State Auditor (Julie Blaha)  

Thank You! (Steve Simon)  

Thank You to Our Selfless Servants (Brian Olson)  

Thank You (John Ehret) 

2024 Annual Conference Recap  

2024 Scholarship Winners (Benjamin Suo, Connor Murdoff, Hadli Krog, Karlee Prahl, 
Lucia Buttram) 

Quick Questions  

Board Meeting Minutes (Sep. 2024, Oct. 2024, Nov. 2024) 

Issue: Spring 2025 

​ kkj 

  

2024 



Issue: Winter 2024 

​ Happy New Year! (Jeff Krueger)  

​ End of 2023 (Gary Burdorf)  

​ One Director’s Point of View (Frank Hard)  

​ The Not-There-On-Paper Road: Minnesota’s User Road Statute (Steve Fenske)  

​ Understanding Minnesota Paid Leave (Madeline Cash)  

​ Shhh… There’s a Township! (Jayden Anderson)  

​ Township Annual Checkup (Lisa Utley)  

​ Detachment (Graham Berg-Moberg)  

​ Tips from a Public Relations Pro (Leslie Rosedahl)  

​ Year End and Audit Preparation (Lori Stalker)  

​ Helpful Tips for Navigating A FEMA Disaster Claim (Gussie Croup)  

​ Decide To Not Make Mistakes (Brian Olson)  

​ Counties and Schools Working Together to Engage Youth (David Minke)  

​ Looking Forward to Another Year (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

​ The Annual Town Meeting: From Beginning to End  

​ Sample Agenda for Annual Meeting 

​ Are You Ready for the Annual Town Meeting?  

​ Notice of Annual Meeting and Election of Officers  

​ Quick Questions  

​ Notice of Proposed Bylaws Changes  

​ Bylaws of MAT (DRAFT) (As it would appear with proposed changes)  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (Sep. 2023, Oct. 2023, Nov. 2023)  

Issue: Spring 2024 

​ MAT Updates (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Dedicated (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Get To Know District Nine’s Director (Vance Bachmann)  

​ PLEASE – Pay Attention to the Tree Removal Law! (Steve Fenske) 



Navigating the Gray Zone: Unraveling the Tangled Web of Conflict of Interest (Madeline 
Cash)  

Changes at MATIT (Heather Tidmore)  

Social Media Tips You Can Use! Really! (Leslie Rosedahl)  

An Update On Social Media For Township Officers (Graham Berg-Moberg)  

Communicate! Communicate! Communicate! Who Else Needs To Know? (Brian Olson)  

Solar on Public Buildings Grant Program + Federal Clean Energy Tax Credits (Andrew 
Ulasich) 

MnDOT Selections $15.88M to Townships in Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) 
Grants (Rashmi Brewer)  

Board Meeting Minutes (December 7, 2023, December 28, 2023, January 2024) 

Spring Short Courses Photos  

Township Day At The Capitol Photos  

Township Dat At The Capitol (Paul Raymond)  

2024 District Meetings  

Issue: Summer 2024  

​ Survey, D.C., and District Meetings (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Summer In Minnesota (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Get To Know The District 10 Director (Kevin Comnick)  

​ Accesses, Approaches, and Driveways: Discussing the Rules of Approach Regulation 
(Steve  

Fenske) 

Unsure About a Township Issue? Ask a MAT Attorney or Clerk Trainer (For Free)! (Steve  

Fenske)  

Washington D.C. 2024 

Understanding Townships’ Emergency Powers in Minnesota (Graham Berg-Moberg)  

Vote for Townships! (Shepard Harris)  

Laws Passed  

Strategies for Effective Water Control on Township Roads (Madeline Cash)  

Coverage Revamped: What’s New In Our Coverage Documents (Heather Tidmore)  



Summer, Summer, Summer! (Lori Stalker)  

From Building to Home (Gussie Croup)  

Public Relations Tips for Townships (Leslie Rosedahl)  

The Summer Roadshow (Joshua Stevenson)  

2024 D.C. Fly-In Highlights (Tim Humphrey)  

Audit and Reporting Group Task Force (Julie Blaha)  

Lessons Learned From Past and Ongoing Floods (Brian Olson)  

Minnesota’s Cooperative Purchasing Venture Program (Luke Jannett)  

Connecting One Minnesota in Reflection (Bree Maki)  

LIFE INSURANCE – The Township Program Has a New Insurance Underwriter! (Brian 
LeClair)  

Training For Safe Communities (John Ehret)  

2023 Scholarship Winners (Anna Neu, Chloe Lind, Eleanor Carleton, Reid Starzl, and  

Veronika Voss)  

Board Meeting Minutes (Feb. 2024, Apr. 2024, May 2024) 

District Meetings Schedule  

Quick Questions  

Issue: Fall 2024 

​ Recaps, Events, and Leadership (Jeff Krueger) 

​ New President, New Season (Jill Hall) 

​ Honor To Serve You (Reno Wells)  

Big Purchases (Should) Come With Big Protections: The Contractor’s Performance 
Bond Law (Steve Fenske)  

Sovereign Citizens and Townships (Graham Berg-Moberg)  

Reminders In The Fall (Lisa Utley)  

One Man’s Trash Is Not A Township’s Treasure (Gussie Croup) 

Ordinance Overhaul: When and How Townships Should Update Their Regulations 
(Madeline Cash)  

Township Websites: Why Have One and the New .gov State Law (Leslie Rosedahl)  

Selecting What To Fill Your Cup With (Lisa Utley)  



Blazing Trails and Making Connections: Fairview Township’s Marla Yoho (Jenny 
Gunsbury) 

CTAS 2024 Update (Julie Blaha)  

Here We Vote! (Steve Simon)  

Federal Programs Supporting Disaster Survivors (Brian Olson)  

Training For Safe Communities (John Ehret) 

After the Fall of “Chevron Deference” (David Hoover) 

Boosting Board Engagement: Tips for Effective Meetings (Laura J. Genovich)  

2024 District Meetings Recap  

Fall L&R Recap  

Quick Questions  

Board Meeting Minutes (Jun. 2024, Jul. 2024)​  

2023 
Issue: Winter 2023 

MAT Update (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Another Beginning 2023 (Gary Burdorf)  

Sometimes a Pain, but its important to Retain – Records Retention and Townships 
(Steve Fenske)  

Statutory Conflicts of Interest & Township Government (Graham Berg-Moberg) 

The Annual Town Meeting: From Beginning to End 

​ Audit Checklist  

​ Sample Agenda  

​ Sample Notie of Meeting 

​ The Need to Secure a Certificate of Insurance from an Independent Contractor or 
Vendor 

​ Happy New Year from the Office of the State Auditor (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

​ Trainer Tips  

​ Ringing in the New Year (Gussie Croup)  

​ Help Wanted! (Leslie Rosedahl)  

​ Assessor’s Corner 



​ The Importance of Maintaining Private Wells in Minnesota (Mateo Taddeini)  

​ Trauma Prevention: Winter Edition (Karen Diehl)  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (Nov. 2022, October. 2022, September 2022 

​ Quick Questions  

Issue: Spring 2023 

​ Short Courses, Elections and MAT Office Phones (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Spring Brings Presentations (Gary Burdorf)  

​ District 5 Director (Jane Youngkrantz) 

Plats Protected! Supreme Court Protects Roads Dedicated to Townships by Plats (Steve 
Fenske) 

MATIT Member Responsibilities: Deadlines to Report Information and Make Payments 
(Heather Tidmore)  

How Healthy is your Well? (Mateo Toddeini)  

Lost Property (Graham Berg-Moberg)  

2023 State of Main Street (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

Congress Gears Up for the Next Farm Bill (David Hoover)  

Township Communication Tips: Getting the Word Out (Leslie Rosedahl)  

Building for the Future (Shep Harris)  

MAT District Meetings  

District Director Elections: Notice of Filing  

Quick Questions  

Board Meeting Minutes (January 2023, February 2023 

Issue: Summer 2023  

​ Legislation, Roads, Sound Barriers and District Meetings (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Unknotting the Rope with Dad (Gary Burdorf)  

​ District 6 Director (Lyle Stai)  

​ Money, Securing the Township Treasury (Steve Fenske)  

​ Paid Family Medical Leave Act (Graham Berg-Moeberg) 

​ MATIT’s Administration of a Property Claim (Heather Tidmore) 

​ Tips from a Public Relations Pro (Leslie Rosedahl)  



​ MAT Prescription for Township Health (Gussie Croup)  

​ Clerk & Treasurer Organizational Tips  

​ Summer Tips on Reporting (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

Cybersecurity Essentials for Township Governments: Mitigating Vulnerabilities and 
Managing Risks (David Hoover) 

Victories Scored for Townships Despite Other Ill-Advised Decisions (Lisa Demuth)  

Townships Benefitting from Legislative Work (Nick Frentz) 

Family, Township Funding and Communication (Scott Peters)  

The 2023 Legislative Session Impacts Power Delivery Across Minnesota’s Townships 
(Darrick Moe) 

Prepare to Recover (Brian Olson)  

Private Well Owner Education and Resources (Anne Nelson)  

Quick Questions  

Board Meeting Minutes (April 2023, May 2023) 

Issue: Fall 2023  

​ New Season, New Staff (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Working on the Knots (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Changing like the Colors of the Leaves (Tammy Carlson)  

​ The Lakeshore Improvement District: Another Local Unit of Government (Steve Fenske) 

​ Earned Sick and Safe Time (Graham Berg-Moberg)  

​ Accommodating Breastfeeding and Pregnant Employees (Madeline Cash) 

​ UEI Does Not Stand for Unbelievably Entertaining and Informative (Gussie Croup)  

​ UEI… Oh My, Oh My (Brian Olson)  

​ Empowering Private Well Owners to Protect Their Drinking Water (Anne Nelson)  

​ Training and CTAS Updates (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

​ Insurance Rink (Lisa Utley)  

​ Q&A With Lori (Lori Stalker)  

​ Norwegian Grove Celebrates 150 Years (Louis Hoglund)  

​ “Mr. Norwegian Grove” (Louis Hoglund)  

​ 2023 Local Road Improvement Program (LRIPP) Solicitation (Rashmi Brewer)  



​ Report on the L&R Committee (Graham Berg-Moberg)  

​ Notice of Proposed Bylaws Changes  

​ Proposed Bylaws Updates  

​ Proposed Bylaws of Mat (As It Would Appear With Proposed Changes)  

​ MAT Dues Increase Proposal  

​ Quick Questions  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (June 2023, July 2023) 

2022 
Issue: Winter 2022 

​ Greetings All! (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Starting a New Year (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Jill K. Hall, District 13 (Jill K. Hall)  

The 25-Year Law – An Important Limitation on Township Boards and Town Roads (Steve 
Fenske)  

American Rescue Plan Act Update (Karl-Christian Johannessen)  

A Township’s History (Karl-Christian Johannessen)  

Communication with the Office of the State Auditor (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

CAUTION: A Lot of Work Ahead! (Shep Harris)  

Are You Ready for the Annual Town Meeting?  

Applications for Local Parks and Trails Open Now! (Mai Neng Moua)  

Help Wanted! (Leslie Rosedahl)  

Mooving Innovations (Joel Haskard)  

Utilizing GIS Software as a Township (Wesley P. Davis)  

Board Meeting Minutes (November 2021)  

Quick Questions  

Issue: Spring 2022 

​ Greetings All! (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Township business goes on. (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Rex Edge, District 1 (Rex Edge)  



​ Town Basics: Tree Removal in the Right of Way (Steve Fenske)  

​ Meeting Someone New! (Heather Tidmore)  

​ A Not-so-Ideal Cartway Situation (Karl-Christian Johannessen)  

Relationships. Partnering. Innovation. Influence. Education. Leadership. Facilitation. 
(Lezlie Vermillion)  

​ Spring is here! Time for Audits (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

​ Election Year Is Back (Steve Simon) 

​ President Biden’s Fiscal 2023 Budget Request (David Hoover)  

​ What Comes Next? (Leslie Rosedahl)  

​ NRRI develops online Atlas for easy access to information (Will Bartsch)  

​ MDA Report a Pest System (Emilie Justen)  

​ Road knowledge assists townships (Greg Hayes)  

​ Quick Questions  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (December 2021, January 2022, February 2022)  

Issue: Summer 2022 

​ 2022 Summertime Summary (Jeff Krueger)  

​ MAT Office Updates  

​ Summer Check In 2022 (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Sandra Hooker, District 2 (Sandra Hooker)  

​ Standing-Up Some Felling Rules: OSHA Regulations For Tree-Cutting (Steve Fenske)  

​ Letter to the MATIT Membership (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Reinsurance Costs Continue to Increase (Heather Tidmore)  

​ Saying Hello to Someone New! (Graham Berg-Moberg)  

​ Minnesota Tax-Forfeited Lands Benefiting Counties and Townships (Jessica Siebert)  

​ Surviving & Thriving: Navigating a Global Pandemic (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

​ Elections & Voting In Our Great State (Steve Simon)  

​ Reducing “Forever Chemicals” in Drinking Water (David Hoover)  

​ Township Highlight: Red Lake County Township  

Township advocacy recap from this past legislative session – and communications this 
summer (Leslie Rosedahl)  



Better Township Representation (Shep Harris)  

Grant Opportunity: Statewide Active Transportation Infrastructure Program (Mitch 
Kiecker)  

2022-2023 Minnesota LTAP training line up (Greg Hayes)  

Quick Questions  

Board Meeting Minutes (April 2022, May 2022, June 2022)  

Issue: 2022 Fall 2022  

​ Greetings All! (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Moving Along Fall (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Tammy Houle, District 3 (Tammy Houle)  

Switching to the “Other” Remote Meeting Power: Using the Non-Pandemic Remote 
Meeting Option (Steve Fenske)  

Oaths of Office (Graham Berg-Moberg)  

Let Freedom Ring (Loren R. Ingebretsen)  

CTAS Training (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

It’s Showtime! (Shep Harris)  

Bringing New Skills to Conversations – So They Don’t Turn Sour (Melinda Voss)  

New Noxious Weed Species Confirmed in Minnesota (Emilie Justen)  

What’s next for communications and advocacy? (Leslie Rosedahl)  

MAT 2022 Winning Scholarship Essays (Olivia Oolmann, Grabriel Lawyer, Elliot 
Espenson, Madalyn Putnam, Mikell Schoonover)  

Interactive guide helps local agencies find alternatives  

MATIT Rates  

Can You Hear Me Now? Utilizing Hearing Loops as a Township (Wesley P. Davis)  

Township and County Collaboration (Robert Meyer)  

Board Meeting Minutes (July 2022)  

Quick Questions  

2021 
Issue: Winter 2021 

​ New Beginnings 2021 (Gary Burdorf)  



​ Vance Bachmann, District 9 Director (Vance Bachmann)  

​ What to Do When No One Files? (Steve Fenske)  

​ The Annual Town Meeting: From Beginning to End 

​ Township Advocacy: Help Wanted! (Leslie Rosedahl) 

​ Help! We Received a Request for Zoning; What Do We Do? (Karl-Christian 
Johannessen)  

​ MAT Capitol Corner – 2021: A New Year! (Shep Harris)  

​ Volunteer with Pesky Plant Trackers to help improve noxious weed management 

​ Insurance Insight (Jon Mocol)  

​ Start out the New Year right! (Lucinda Messman)  

​ 2021 MAT Updates (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

​ Updates (Emilie Justen)  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (November 2020, December 2020)  

​ Quick Question  

Issue: Spring 2021 

​ Greetings! (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Busy Times (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Jim Fisher, District 10 Director: The Arrowhead Region (Jim Fisher)  

Eight years and $650k Gone: Financial Processes Requirements and Best-Practices 
(Steve Fenske) 

American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 

Towns Need DUNS Number & SAM Registration 

Municipal Matters (Karl-Christian Johannessen)  

What comes next? (Leslie Rosedahl)  

Insurance Insight (Jon Mocol)  

MAT Capitol Corner: A Promising End for Transportation/Broadband (Shep Harris)  

The Townships Versus Wild Parsnip  

Township Stories: Lyons Township, Wadena County 

Minnesota Secretary of State (Steve Simon)  

Budgeting: Should you, Could you, Would you and Why? (Lucinda Messman)  



Office of the State Auditor (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

Summer Weed Management (Emilie Justen)  

Board Meeting Minutes (January 2021, February 2021)  

Quick Questions  

Issue: Summer 2021 

​ Communication (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Summer Insider 2021 (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Reno C. Wells, District 11 Director (Reno C. Wells)  

​ Cemetery Safety: Don’t Let the Grave Fall Onto You (Steve Fenske)  

​ Township Investment (Karl-Christian Johannessen)  

​ Premium Questions (Jon Mocol)  

​ Vining Milkweeds: Rough potato (Christina Basch) 

MnDOT Awards $9.7M to Townships in Local Road Improvement Program Grants 
(Rashmi Brewer) 

MAT Capitol Corner: Some “Wins” In a Divided Government (Shep Harris)  

MAT’s Finance Director, Julie Lenneman, has announced her retirement after 40 years 
of service to the association  

New Employees 

Truck Weight Education Program Assists Townships  

Township advocacy recap from this past legislative session – and communications this 
summer  (Leslie Rosedahl)  

ARPA Funds May Impact Township Reporting (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

A Very Brief Overview of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) for Townships 

2021 MAT Educational Conference and Annual Meeting Building Community  

Board Meeting Minutes (March 2021, April 2021, May 2021)  

Quick Questions  

Issue: Fall 2021 

​ “Townships officers are the reason why I do what I do.” (Jeff Krueger)  

​ Autumn Insider 2021 (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Mel Milender, District 12 (Mell Milender)  



​ A Duty Owed to Our Veterans: The Veterans Preference Act in Hiring (Steve Fenske)  

​ Minor Labor Issues (Karl-Christian Johannessen)  

​ Workers Compensation Audit (Dawn Zimmerman)  

​ Insurance Insight (Jon Mocol)  

​ Building Community (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

​ Capitol Corner (Shep Harris)  

​ Safe Routes to School Infrastructure Solicitation (Mitch Kiecker)  

​ New Employees 

​ Board Meeting Minutes (June 2021, July 2021)  

​ Quick Questions  

2020 
Issue: Winter 2020 

​ Executive Perspective (David Hann)  

​ A New Year (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Lyle Stai, District 6 Director (Lyle Stai)  

​ Tradition and History in Our Hands (Steve Fenske)  

​ Road Liability – When is a Township Liable? (Steve Fenske)  

​ Winter Maintenance and Claims (Jon Mocol)  

​ What to do When there are Vacant Seats (Karl-Christian Johannessen)  

​ Help Wanted! (Leslie Rosedahl)  

​ Federal Spending Bill Includes Big Wins for Townships (Jennifer Imo)  

​ Digging in on Our Priorities (Shep Harris)  

​ Office of the State Auditor  (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

​ Plum Creek Delisted from Impaired Waters List (Jane Youngkrantz)  

​ Township Stories: Oakland Township, Brandon Townships 

​ Board Meeting Minutes (November 2019, December 2019)  

​ Quick Questions  

Issue: Spring 2020  

​ Executive Perspective (David Hann)  



​ Hang in there Together (Gary Burdorf)  

​ For Businesses: Safely Returning to Work  

​ Jane Youngkrantz, District 5 Director (Jane Youngkrantz)  

​ COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and Operating the Township  

Part od the New Normal: Federal CVOID-19 Response Requires Additional Paid Time 
Off for Employees (Steve Fenske)  

Conducting Town Meetings Through Interactive TV (Karl-Christian Johannessen)  

Township Advocacy & Communications – at Home (Leslie Rosedahl)  

COVID-10: Video & Teleconferencing  

Update on Workers’ Comp & Claims (Jon Mocol)  

COVID Throws Everything Off Track (Shep Harris)  

Clerk Clarifications (Lucinda Messman)  

We Need to be Proactive for Upcoming Elections (Steve Simon)  

Office of the State Auditor (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

Township Stories: Twin Lakes Township, Eckles Township, Thingvalla Township 

Summer Weed Management  

Board Meeting Minutes (January 2020, February 2020)  

Quick Questions  

Issue: Summer 2020  

​ Executive Perspective (David Hann) 

​ Everyone Needs to be Concerned (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Michael Miller, District 7 Director (Michael Miller)  

Federal Care Package: CARES Act Funding will Reimburse Towns for COVID-19 
Expenses (Steve Fenske)  

Rustic Roads: Townships can preserve the natural beauty of certain roadways (Amy 
Sanda)  

Don’t Pass the Salt: Chlorides and our water (Zach Gutknecht)  

Township advocacy recap from this past session & communications this summer (Leslie 
Rosedahl)  

Aquatic Inspector Authority (Karl-Christian Johannessen)  



Insurance Changes & We Are Here to Help (Jon Mocol)  

MAT/MATIT State Legislative Update (Shep Harris)  

Clerk Clarification (Lucinda Messman)  

CTAS 2020 Update Available & Electronic Fund Transfers (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

Documenting Minnesota Townships Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic (Charles 
Rodgers) 

Townships Are Key to Achieving Border-to-Border Broadband Goal 

Curbside Voting 

Minnesota’s Hemp Program (Margaret Wiatrowski)  

Board Meeting Minutes (April 2020, May 2020)  

Quick Questions  

Issue: Fall 2020  

​ Executive Perspective (David Hann)  

​ Seasonal Notes (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Lori Stalker, District 8 Director (Lori Stalker)  

​ Fire Contracts and the Township (Steve Fenske)  

​ Record Keeping for CARES Funding (Lucinda Messman)  

What’s next for communications and advocacy in and after the pandemic? (Leslie 
Rosedahl) 

Planning for Noxious Weed Treatments (Emilie Justen)  

Tree Troubles (Karl-Christian Johannessen)  

Current Insurance Issues & Winter Risk Mitigation (Jon Mocol)  

A Safe and Secure 2020 Election (Steve Simon)  

Track Your CARES ACT Funding with CTAS (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

MAT Capitol Corner: COVID, Capitol Gridlock  

Lake Plants in Minnesota (Wendy Crowell)  

Board Meeting Minutes (June 2020, July 2020)  

Quick Questions  

2019 



Issue: 2019 Winter Issue  

​ Executive Perspective (David Hann)  

​ State of the Township (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Nathan Redalen, District 1 Director (Nathan Redalen)  

​ What’s on the Horizon for the 2019 Legislative Session?  

​ Increasing the Levy (Steve Fenkse)  

​ New Faces, New Opportunities (Shep Harris)  

​ NATaT Board Elects New Leadership and Says Goodbye and Thank You to a Member 

​ PHISHING: Recognize it – don’t click the bait! – and report it!  

​ MnDOT Integrates Township Data Into Statewide Mapping System (Amy Sanda)  

​ 2019 – Changes Ahead (Ruth Simpson) 

​ MATIT Agency: A Different Kind of Agency Than You’re Used To (Dawn Zimmerman)  

​ Progress on Minnesota’s Truck Weight Calculator (Greg Hayes)  

​ Quick Questions Issue: 2019 Spring Issue 

 

​ Executive Perspective (David Hann)  

​ State of the Township (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Sandy Hooker, District 2 Director (Sandy Hooker)  

​ Tale of Two Joint Powers: Part 1 – Rochester  

​ Tale of Two Joint Powers: Part 2 – Bemidji  

​ NATaT Update  

​ Back to Basics: The Open Meeting Law Part I (Steve Fenske)  

​ Uphill Battle at the Capitol  

​ Zoning Considerations, Reminders, and Recommendations (Troy Gilchrist)  

​ MATIT has a new Manager of the Agency (Dawn Zimmerman)  

​ Hello Minnesota townships! (State Auditor, Julie Blaha)  

​ Ruth’s Roundup (Ruth Simpson)  

​ Minnesota Drainage Law for Township Supervisors  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (January 2019, February 2019)  



​ Quick Questions  

Issue: 2019 Summer Issue 

​ Executive Perspective (David Hann)  

​ State of the Township (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Tammy Houle, District 3 Director (Tammy Houle)  

​ From Kid to Clerk in 153,417,776 Easy Steps (Al Batt)  

​ Amendments to the Wage Theft Law Affects All Townships with Employees  

​  Back to Basics: The Open Meeting Law Part II (Steve Fenske)  

​ End of Session Report  

​ History of MAT 

​ NATaT Fly-In Update  

​ MATIT “Make Sures” (Jon Mocol)  

​ Presidential Nomination Primary 2020 – Let’s Get Ready! (Steve Simon)  

​ Office of the State Auditor (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (April 2019, May 2019)  

​ Quick Questions  

Issue: Fall 2019 

​ Executive Perspective (David Hann)  

​ State of the Township (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Townships count! A simple guide to understand and advocate for an accurate 2020 
Census  

​ Back to Basics: The Open Meeting Law III (Steve Fenske)  

​ Prepare for Winter & Policy Review (Jon Mocol)  

​ Clerk Clarification (Lucinda Messman)  

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP): 2019 Legislative Changes (Chris Mickelson and Todd 
Hagen) 

Presidential Primary: Just around the corner (Steve Simon)  

Come See Us at the MAT Annual Conference! (State Auditor Julie Blaha)  

Physical security should be part of your incident response plan (Mark Lanterman)  

Township Stories: Twin Lakes Township, Eckles Township, Thingvalla Township) 



September 18-19 Legislative & Research Committee Meeting Recap  

Board Meeting Minutes (June 2019, July 2019)  

Quick Questions  

2018 
Issue: Winter 2018  

​ NEW YEAR – New Ideas – Another Chance to Transform Old Habits (Gary Pedersen)  

​ Let our voices be heard (Nathan Redalen)  

​ Lobbying (Jim Fisher)  

​ Communication Breakdown: Four Stories of Annexation  

​ No-Net Gain Legislation (Steve Green)  

​ Nine Ways from Sunday – Nine Ways to Annex (Steve Fenske)  

​ Office of Broadband Development (Danna MacKenzie)  

​ Payments-in-lieu of Taxes (PILT)  

​ Annual Reporting Tips (Rebecca Otto)  

​ Big (and historic) election year in Minnesota in 2018 (Steve Simon)  

​ 2018 – Something Old, Something New (Ruth Simpson)  

​ MATIT’s Eye on the Legislative Session (Eric Hedtke)  

​ Meet MAT’s Newest Staff  

​ Use of shingle-aggregate mix for gravel roads is growing in state  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (November 2017, December 2017)  

​ Quick Questions  

Issue: Spring 2018 

​ Time is a Changing (Nathan Redalen) 

​ The Vote! (Reno C. Wells)  

​ Troubled Towns: What are they, why do we care, and what can we do? (Dan 
Greensweig) 

​ Whose Job is it Anyway? (Steve Fenske)  

​ News from the State Capitol (Cari Ann Alleman)  

​ Maintaining Township Records Using Records Retention (Lucinda Messman)  



​ Successful Leadership is No Secret  

​ State Auditor Update (Rebecca Otto)  

​ Insurance Q&A (Dawn Zimmerman)  

​ NATaT Update  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (January 2018, February 2018, March 2018) 

​ Quick Questions  

Issue: Summer 2018  

​ MAT Moves Forward (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Townships and the Rural/Urban Divide (Mel Milender)  

​ Rural Urban Divide: Fact or Fiction? (Ruth Simpson)  

​ A Session of Mixed Results, with Good Positioning for Next Year (Steve Fenske)  

​ An Academic’s View of the Urban-Rural Divide: A Review of The Politics of Resentment  

​ 609 Reporting (Rebecca Otto)  

​ PERA Pension Change for Township Officials… You Make a Difference!  

​ Ruth’s Roundup (Ruth Simpson)  

​ A Data Practices Divide but With Good Reason (Steve Fenske)  

​ Records Retention – Part 2 (Lucinda Messman) 

​ Dissecting General Liability and The Need (Dawn Zimmerman)  

​ Oversize/Overweight Vehicles Unified Permitting Process  

​ 2018 Bills That Are Now Law That Impact Townships  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (April 2019, May 2019)  

​ Quick Questions  

Issue: Fall 2018  

​ Greetings! (David Hann)  

​ My, How Time Flies! (Nathan Redalen)  

​ Meet our Newest Directors!  

​ The Local View (Jill Hall)  

​ Gotta Keep on Movin’ with the Energy – Utilities in the Right of Way (Steve Fenske)  



Powering Minnesota’s Townships: Rural Electric Cooperatives innovating for members 
(Darrick Moe)  

The Workers’ Compensation Audit (Dawn Zimmerman)  

Thoughts From The Front Line of Energy Development (Will Kaul)  

Ruth’s Roundup (Ruth Simpson)  

Office of the State Auditor (Rebecca Otto)  

Powering the Future: Solar Energy as Local Resource (Brian Ross) 

PERA and Townships (Luis Argueta)  

Resolutions Determine MAT Legislative Priorities  

Board Meeting Minutes (June 2018, July 2018)  

Quick Questions  

2017 
Issue: Winter 2017  

​ Saying “Good-Bye” to a True Township Treasure (Gary Pedersen)  

​ Respect, Listen and Compromise (Nathan Redalen)  

​ Greetings from District Six (Lyle Stai)  

​ MN Legislative Leaders Speak to MAT  

​ Happy New Year – See you in the Spring (Kent Sulem)  

​ Congratulations on Your New Job – Lobbyist (Steve Fenske)  

​ State Auditor Update (Rebecca Otto)  

​ We did it! Minnesota #1 in voter turnout nationwide (Steve Simon)  

​ From Education Training to Government Relations – We are on it! (Ruth Simpson)  

​ Snow and Ice Removal Policies – Be Sure to have one. (Eric Hedtke)  

​ Mowing and Baling State Road Ditches (Scott R. Peterson)  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (November 2016, December 2016)  

​ Quick Questions  

Issue: Spring 2017  

​ Your Help is a Must! You Must Talk to our Legislators for Township Needs (Gary 
Pedersen)  



​ Spring (Nathan Redalen)  

​ MAT Communications Policy Change 

​ The Local View (Lyle Johnson)  

​ Palmer Amaranth in Minnesota (Monika Chandler and Anthony Cortilet)  

​ Finding a Way Out of the Weeds (Kent Sulem)  

Effectively Ineffective? The Possible Ways to Get Other Governments to Control Noxious 
Weeds. (Steve Fenske)  

Duties of Town Supervisors under the Minnesota Noxious Weed Law (Ruth Simpson)  

Spraying for Weeds (Eric Hedtke)  

State Auditor Update (Rebecca Otto)  

‘Minnesota Business Snapshot’ Will Better Serve Minnesota (Steve Simon)  

Board Meeting Minutes (January 2017, February 2017) 

Quick Questions  

Issue: Summer 2017  

​ Emergency Management: How May It Affect Your Township? (Gary Pedersen)  

​ Summer (Nathan Redalen)  

​ Emergency Preparedness (Barb Welty)  

​ Ready or Not… (Joe Kelly)  

An Overview of Select Legislative Provisions Addressing Issues Related to Preparing for 
and Responding to Emergencies and Disasters at the Township Level of Government 
(Kent Sulem) 

A Tale of a Town Emergency (Marla Yoho)  

Who Loves the Open Meeting Law? (Steve Fenske)  

Road Records Redux (Lucinda Messman)  

A Few Points on Insurance and Emergency Situations (Eric Hedtke)  

New Law to Help Replace Minnesota’s Aging Election Equipment (Steve Simon)  

609 Reporting (Rebecca Otto)  

River, Rains, and Rock Slides (Robert Knutson) 

NATaT Making a Splash in 2017  

Board Meeting Minutes (April 2017, May 2017)  



Quick Questions  

Issue: Fall 2017 

​ Another year, MAT prepares for our Annual Conference! (Gary Pedersen)  

​ Moving onto Fall (Nathan Redalen)  

​ The Local View (Loren Ingebresten)  

​ Working Together to save Minnesota’s Waters (Mark Dayton)  

​ The Water’s Regulator’s Dinner Party (Steve Fenske)  

​ Capitol Corner (Shep Harris)  

​ What Townships need to know about Drainage Law (Kale R. Van Bruggen & John C. 
Kolb) 

​ Writing Your Community’s Groundwater Story (Tim Gieseke) 

​ Insurance Insight (Eric Hedtke)  

​ Working with Public Friends (Rebecca Otto) 

​ Important Legislative Changes (Ruth Simpson)  

​ Sharing Your Data Makes an Impact (Amy Sanda)  

​ Luca Invitation Begins  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (June 2017, July 2017)  

​ Quick Questions  

2016 
Issue: Winter 2016 

Your Association has Many Changes for 2016 and Beyond (Gary Pedersen)  

​ Keeping Track (Reno C. Wells)  

​ Greetings from District 2! (Sandra Hooker)  

​ Everything New is Old Again? (Kent Sulem) 

​ Shifting Gears: Before, During, and After the Annual Meeting (Steve Fenske)  

​ The Best Things in Life are Free (Kristen LeRoy)  

​ Protection for Public Employers from Intentional Misconduct by Employees (Eric Hedtke)  

​ Feature Story  

​ Administratively Speaking (Gene Dufault)  



​ Office of the State Auditor (Rebecca Otto)  

​ Minnesota Secretary of State (Steve Simon)  

​ A Tale of old as New Town Hall opens (Loren Ingebresten)  

​ What Does it Mean to be Responsible? (Kyle Hartnett)  

​ Quick Questions  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (November 2015, December 2015) 

Issue: Spring 2016 

​ Executive Perspective (Gary Pedersen)  

​ Spring Roads (Reno C. Wells)  

​ The Local View (Werner Fischer)  

​ How Will Township Roads Be Funded In The Future? (Gary Pedersen)  

​ Two Old Guys Get into a Truck: No Joke, It’s Sign Maintenance (Steve Fenske)  

​ Is There a Roadmap to the End of the 2016 Legislative Session? (Kent Sulem)  

​ Road Tours: Know Your Roads For Good Maintenance (Duana A. Blanck)  

​ Is This a Township Road? (Eric Hedtke)  

​ Your Upcoming CLC Renewal (Kristen LeRoy)  

​ Surplus Township Property (Rebecca Otto)  

​ Clerk Clarifications (Lucinda Messman)  

​ Administratively Speaking (Gene Dufault)  

​ Returning Minnesota Back to Number One in Voter Turnout (Steve Simon)  

​ Pollinator BMPs for roadsides and other rights-of-way 

​ Board Meeting Minutes (January 2016, February 2016)  

​ Quick Questions  

Issue: Summer 2016  

Communications & Collaborations: What do they mean, and how may they affect us? 
(Gary Pedersen) 

​ NIMS (Reno C. Wells) 

​ The Local View (Gary Burdorf)  

​ Communication. We Depend On It. (Colleen Klatke)  



​ The Legislative Process – A Lot of Talking But Little Communication? (Kent Sulem)  

​ Represented by Counsel (Steve Fenske)  

​ KFC Spices up Nashville Township with food truck stop (Scott Saloum) 

​ The Check is in the Mail (Kristen LeRoy)  

​ Important Reminder on Retaining Ballots (Eric Hedtke)  

​ Administratively Speaking (Gene Dufault)  

​ 2016 Election: Thank you (in advance) for all your hard work (Steve Simon)  

​ Brief History of the National Association of Towns and Townships (Jim Fisher)  

​ 609 Reporting (Rebecca Otto)  

​ Board Meeting Minutes (April 2016, May 2016)  

​ Quick Questions  

Issue: Fall 2016  

​ Broadband – What is our need and how do we get connected? (Gary Pedersen)  

​ Staying in Contact (Reno C. Wells)  

​ September 11, 2001 In Our Hearts Forever (Jane Youngkrantz)  

​ Meet Ruth Sumpson, MAT’s newest Staff Member!  

​ Partnerships Make Boarder-to Boarder Broadband a Reality (Danna MacKenzie)  

​ Broadband vs. The Legislature (Kent Sulem)  

​ Free Speech and the Town’s Webpage (Steve Fenske)  

​ Building a 21st Century Broadband Infrastructure (Amy Klobuchar)  

​ Farewell (Kristen LeRoy)  

Leadership Changes in the Agency (Eric Hedtke)  

Washington Report (Ferguson Group for NATaT)  

Administratively Speaking (Gene Dufault)   

Never bet against the people of Minnesota (Steve Simon)  

Meeting Minutes (Rebecca Otto)  

Board Meeting Minutes (June 2016, July 2016)  

Quick Questions  

 


