William Walcutt: “Pulling Down the Statue of George
Ill at Bowling Green, N.Y. July 9, 1776.”

Description: The statue of King George Ill by British sculptor Joseph Wilton was
dedicated August 16, 1770, at Bowling Green, at the southern tip of Manhattan. William
Walcutt’s 1857 painting depicts the destruction of the monument by New Yorkers and
George Washington’s troops following a public reading of the Declaration of
Independence on July 9, 1776. On the evening of July 9, 1776, after news reached
New York of the approval by the Second Continental Congress of the Declaration of
Independence, a mob toppled the statue of the British king George Il in an act of
“symbolic regicide.” According to legend, the pieces of the statue were then sent to
Connecticut, where they were melted down and made into 40,000 bullets for the
Continental Army.
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