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Gilgamesh Book VI-VIII: The Bull of Heaven & The Suffering and Death of Enkidu 

 
A) Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper, in complete sentences, and using 
specific examples in order to fully explain your answer.   

1.  How does Gilgamesh offend Ishtar?  Be clear. 
2.  How does Ishtar plan on punishing Gilgamesh? 
3.  How does Enkidu offend Ishtar?   
4.  Why must Enkidu die?  How does this punish both Gilgamesh and Enkidu?   
5.  Who all does Enkidu curse on his deathbed?  Why does he curse them?   
6.  Why does Enkidu take back one of his curses?  What does he wish for instead? 
7.  Describe Enkidu’s sickness and suffering.  How does this differ from the death Gilgamesh 
saw as noble and desirable before battling Humbaba? 
8.  How does Gilgamesh intend to memorialize his friend?  What does this have to do with the 
word legacy?   
9.  What does Gilgamesh do once he has completed his rites towards Enkidu?  Why? 

 
B)  Look at the underlined quotation on p. 159 (the first page of Book IX).  What does this underlined 
quotation show about Gilgamesh’s attitude about his own mortality?  What has changed about his 
attitude from the quotation about the same subject on p. 93?   
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