PETITION CALLING ON CITY AGENCIES TO ENFORCE STREET VENDING
REGULATIONS IN FLUSHING

INTENT: A petition calling on the City of New York and its regulatory agencies to enforce the
Flushing no-vending zone, as well as the city’s already established general vending licensing
regulations, to remove the unlicensed street vendors from the sidewalks along Main Street and
its intersecting avenues and streets.

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge the city of New York to
enforce existing city legislation limiting street vending in Downtown Flushing.

The unchecked proliferation of unlicensed street vendors crowding the sidewalks of downtown
Flushing has created a nuisance and public safety issue for the tens of thousands of residents,
visitors and commuters who make Main Street and Roosevelt Avenue the third busiest
intersection in New York City.

Because of the sheer volume of vendors, pedestrians are forced into bottlenecks or walk into
oncoming traffic to avoid the congestion on our community’s sidewalks. Mobility-impaired
individuals, older adults with carts, and parents with strollers find it nearly impossible to shop at
our local stores or visit our many restaurants. Vendors pile their garbage on the street during the
day and leave it behind at night, contributing to the already serious sanitation challenges.

Not only are the vendors unlicensed, but they are selling in an area that was designated a
no-vending zone by legislation that was passed by the City Council and enacted in 2018.

It is also unfair to the brick-and-mortar business owners who have created the vibrant retail
community in Flushing. Unlike business owners, the vendors do not pay taxes or licensing fees,
many of them are selling counterfeit goods, and they are not subject to the oversight of myriad
city and state regulatory agencies that ensure consumers are purchasing safe and legal goods.

We, the undersigned, are calling on the City of New York to strictly enforce the no-vending zone,
as well as the current licensing requirements that regulate general street vending. The tens of
thousands of residents, customers, merchants and commuters who pass through this vibrant
community on a daily basis deserve safe sidewalks free from obstruction.

Petition circulated by Office of Councilmember Sandra Ung - Deliver completed petitions to:
Office of Councilmember Sandra Ung
135-27 38th Avenue, Suite 388

Flushing, NY 11354
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