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May 16 

Dear Families, 

Happy Saturday! The end of the year is no joke at Aquarian. We rock it hard! This week we finished math, 
played with our buddies, had a great kickball game, and talent show. We performed our music books (see 
photos and videos HERE), presented Open Studio art projects, learned a bit about each of the 50 states, 
took our final state map quiz, and finished and presented our athlete projects. WOW! We also made a short 
film titled Dear World to share with our Aquarian community (if you were wondering about the Sharpie.)  We 
hope you will watch it HERE. 

Monday is Orienteering. We selected groups and mapped the route to run, walk, and amble around the 
neighborhood. 

Tuesday is our house winner assembly before field day. 

Wednesday - promotion/end of the year field trip, and we wrap it all up on Thursday! I’m breathless with all 
that is going on.  

Thank you for all the lovely gifts and notes this week. You made me feel loved. And the feeling is mutual. 
The end of the year is so bittersweet. We have this last week to celebrate and have fun together! Thank you 
for making it awesome. 

Have a restful weekend! Smiles, Sarah 

Please let me know asap if you can't make it. :-) 

Orienteering Chaperones: Lydia’s mom, Aspen’s mom, George’s mom, Charlie C’s mom, Marten’s mom, 
Thomas’ dad, and Daphne’s mom.  

​
Field Day Chaperones: Logan’s family, Aspen’s family, Dax’s family, Kalia’s family, Lydia’s family, Jax’s 
family, Luke’s family, Daphne’s family, Thomas’ family, and George’s family 

  

 

May 1 

Dear 4/5 Families, 

​
Happy Friday! Two days of Explorations were amazing! I bet your children are tired. I know I am. I hope their 
stories and memories are big. Ask your child about the athlete they are researching.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1l_g2_xXINf74VuS3omEs4pjm5pqmC360?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vG3VXm0QnaGSaKQkAMv3hSNB6pFh2Dgo?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R4hY6v0IHY0RZp57totyCSdY4hPVLNhV/view?usp=drive_link


Camp is on Wednesday and Thursday next week. The packing list is here. Rain gear, boots, and warm 
clothes are a must.We will head out after Math. I'll send an email to drivers tomorrow.  Camp Packing List  

5th-grade families - posters are due next week! We are looking for a parent or two that might be able to help 
hanging posters on Thrusday morning for the big reveal on Friday when we all come back into the building. 
If you’d be interested, let me know. 

The promotion and May 20th celebration committee has been hard at work. Check the flier here: Promotion 
Party Flyer. All 4th and 5th-graders in our class will celebrate our fifth graders together that day!  See the 
detailed information below.  

Enter Healthy Future activity before Monay.  This is the final Healthy Futures of this school year. The April 
link to the log is https://bit.ly/AprilHFLog  

Happy Weekend!! Smiles, Sarah 

  

  

5th GRADE PROMOTION 

JOIN THE PARTY, VOLUNTEER, FUND THE FUN! 

60 Aquarian 5th graders kindly request your support to mark this magical milestone. 

  

JOIN THE PARTY! 

Wednesday, May 20, at Aquarian + Balto Seppala Park. 

Families, please join us as much as you desire! BYO lawn chair. 

  

8:30: Spirit Prep at Aquarian (face paint, crazy hair, decorate t-shirts) 

9:30: Walk to Balto Seppala 

10 am: Games: (Gaga pit, soccer, kickball) 

11:30: Potluck Lunch 

NOON: PROMOTION CEREMONY for 5th graders 

1 pm: Play Time (bring a fave lawn game and play with us) 

2:15: Clean Up and Walk to Aquarian 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TuNwsPNPPEVXnTU1IOCJKdYYd4q6pIekce2XH03t_2g/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lRY82AEpVj0q60vq6s8u7QPrY8gxzR1M3OXSMg693KI/edit?usp=sharing
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1BIsidByCY5lbrzMSmWjpjq4ijFVzpJzz%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Ce11383f885e54575889d08dea7d479d6%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639132728201416282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IP3eAxMesVlUdk4%2BHnkifc1%2BnCCnTDDmhflEWXQ6%2BsU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1BIsidByCY5lbrzMSmWjpjq4ijFVzpJzz%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Ce11383f885e54575889d08dea7d479d6%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639132728201416282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IP3eAxMesVlUdk4%2BHnkifc1%2BnCCnTDDmhflEWXQ6%2BsU%3D&reserved=0
https://bit.ly/AprilHFLog


Promotion Ceremony 

Noon-1 pm, Balto Seppala Pavilion 

Support your student. Don’t miss this special lunch-hour ceremony with individual awards. Bring a chair if 
desired. 

  

VOLUNTEER! 

●​ Interest Form: Fill it out to connect with coordinators for your preferred participation. Boost school 
spirit (face paint and crazy hair, t-shirts). Run games (Gaga pit, soccer, kickball). Play time (Bring 
fave lawn games and show us how to play). Decorate Balto Seppala park pavilion. 

●​ Food Sign Up Genius: Bring Potluck and meal supplies. 
●​ Share Party Decor: Are you hosting a graduation party before May 20 (or know someone who is)? 

Pass on your reusable decor to bring joy again at Aquarian's ceremony. Email Jody Best: 
jodymacbest@gmail.com 

  

FUND THE FUN! 

by Friday, May 15 

PayPal or bring cash to teachers: Give our Aquarian “grads” a memorable, meaningful day. Your generous 
contributions cover the costs of rentals, supplies, and the intentional touches (candy leis, photo mementos) 
that make this culminating event truly special. 

 

 10 

Happy Friday! 

We are nearly finished with Math and ELA AKStar testing. Science is the final hurdle for our 5th graders, 
and they will complete it on Monday and Tuesday afternoons. I am very proud of your children and the effort 
they’ve put into their assessments. 

This week, we wrapped up our book, We Are the Ship, and began working on a five-paragraph speech. 
Students also completed their Solar System “to scale” art projects and their U.S. state maps. Our first map 
quiz will take place next Friday. Your child can practice at home using their map or practice with the Gimkit 
links below/in Canvas for a more interactive review. Dust off your geography skills and challenge them to a 
“Name the 50 States” (or do it for each region) competition. It’s a great way to build their confidence and 
knowledge! Linked below is a copy of the study guide I sent home. It shows what states will be on each of 
the three quizzes. 

 Our music field trip is on Tuesday. Thank you to the families who are joining us (listed below). We’re looking 
forward to a fun day of sharing our voices and dance moves together. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshare.google%2FrfqTh3mJ8FyAwCRgb&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Ce11383f885e54575889d08dea7d479d6%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639132728201445385%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=keUfQqf6ivRocVdTXXcO4znfEXp4XNyq2PozrOScP%2BU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSd-2GVHovTfSRwlJqWSgEq5rx04PwytHoGq5LT_uh1JqwgQVw%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Ce11383f885e54575889d08dea7d479d6%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639132728201464265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WeSJBoCidaVkEHmTUdad3Heogi0lz96sdIoWu3gx1eE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F5080E48A5A62BA4F94-63570220-5thgrade%23%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Ce11383f885e54575889d08dea7d479d6%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639132728201482564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lulXbrFUeI6mosKp3Rn0evx2BzGvBS%2BN%2Fkimhg19tN4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.paypal.com%2Fncp%2Fpayment%2FGK5NAXTQ7QKLG&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Ce11383f885e54575889d08dea7d479d6%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639132728201501951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=krzv6eJ6uAB7uDh231wKK%2FE1vOYfBbEsfTXQR10AsJM%3D&reserved=0


Have a fantastic weekend! 

Smiles, Sarah 

Music field trip chaperones. Please arrive around 9:45 if you want to squeeze onto the bus with us (it will be 
tight) or plan on meeting us at the PAC. Let me know if you will meet us there. Thanks to: Aspen’s family, 
Daphne’s family, Erik’s family, and Amara/Finn’s family for joining us. 

 

US Map Study link/ quiz list 

Test 1 - April 17 - Western States Practice HERE 

Test 2 - April 29~ish  Midwest & Southern States Practice - Fishtopia HERE Midwest & Southern States 
Practice - Don't Look Down HERE 

 Test 3 - May 11~ish New England & Mid-Atlantic States - Cash Tycoon- HERE   

New England & Mid-Atlantic States - Don't Look Down - HERE 

 

April 4 

Dear 4/5 Families, 

  

Happy Saturday. I hope you are enjoying your weekend! We have AKStar Math testing on Monday and 
Tuesday afternoons. Help your child get some good rest this weekend so they are ready to go on 
Monday. 5th Grade Families: Please see the information below about promotion posters. We hope 
you’ll consider making one and sending it in by May 6 so we can hang them up while students are at 
camp. It’s such a special Aquarian tradition and a wonderful surprise for the kids when they return on 
May 8. 

  

We will hold a Zoom meeting on Monday, April 6 at 6:00 PM to go over all things camp (May 6–7). If 
you’re unable to attend, no problem—I will send out a summary and a link to the slideshow afterward. 
The end of the year at Aquarian is always so fun and busy. Hopefully, you got the list with all the 
happenings and can hang it on your fridge to keep track of it all. Plus, I hope you can join us for some 
of the fun.  

  

Our Promotion Celebration and May 20 field trip volunteer committee met this week and has begun 
planning for a meaningful and joyful day. All families are invited to attend the celebration as we 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HvF5M6A6QayPDcZbG-G0IoegFFpB9W96/view?usp=sharing
https://www.gimkit.com/join/67f6c6d3942ee63386483ecf
https://www.gimkit.com/join/6807c5a5de61291263b50e31
https://www.gimkit.com/join/6801ab273827c7d9948f957d
https://www.gimkit.com/join/67f6c736fd6c45b099c0529e
https://www.gimkit.com/join/6801aaeafea0816ee2cfcc66


recognize our 5th graders’ big milestone and cheer them on to their next adventures. If you can’t attend 
the full day, consider joining us for the awards around lunchtime. More details coming soon! 

  

Have a great weekend!​
Smiles, Sarah 

5th Grade Promotion Poster Information for Families 

Posters​
 A fun tradition at Aquarian each year is the posters families create for their 5th grader to 
hang in the Aquarian halls. These posters usually include pictures of your child from when 
they were a baby up to the present day. During the final weeks of school, we display them 
in the 5th-grade hallway for everyone to enjoy. 

We try to keep the posters a surprise, so please keep them a secret from your student until 
they are displayed at school! 

Poster Size​
 Posters should be about 18 x 24 inches (a little bigger or smaller is perfectly fine). We 
need to fit all 60 fifth-grade posters in the hallway, so please avoid making them too large. 

Poster Creation​
 Creating the poster is the responsibility of each family. While it is not required, we highly 
encourage you to make one. Students absolutely love seeing them, and it can be 
disappointing if they are the only ones without a poster. 

You can create your poster in a few different ways: 

●​ Make a collage using printed photos 
●​ Design a poster online and have it printed 

Many families have had great luck using Canva or Shutterfly. You can also print posters at 
local businesses such as Kinko’s, Office Depot, Walgreens, or Great Originals. 

Poster Deadline – May 6​
Please deliver your poster in a large plastic bag (to keep it hidden!) to the front office or to 
Sarah O, Brady, or Sarah F’s classrooms no later than May 6.  

We’d love a few volunteers to hang the posters while we are away at camp. When the 
students return to school on May 8, they will be surprised to see them displayed as they 
walk into the building that morning. 

 



March 29 
Dear 4/5 Families, 

All this sun is amazing. You can feel spring in the air! And that evening light! Wow! This week: 

●​ We dug into our new book We Are the Ship. We are studying text structures like descriptive 

language, cause and effect and chronological order as ways authors write to support their readers.  

●​ We are also practicing how and when to paraphrasing evidence and when a direct quote would 

serve us better. 

●​ In science, we learned about how the moon’s gravitation pull creates the tides and began looking at 

the solar system and how large it really is. In Social Studies we started making our US map to use to 

study and learn the 50 states.  

●​ Finally, we practiced for the AKStar Language Arts test we will do this coming Monday and Tuesday. 

Help your child get lots of rest to help them be ready. 

●​ If your child got out for 60 minutes of exercise, 15 days in March, fill out the Helathy Future Log  
HERE. 

 

Help your child get good sleep so they are ready to go for our MAP tests on Monday. I hope you have a 

fantastic weekend and get out into the spring-ish sun. 

 

Smiles, Sarah 

 

UP Coming: 

Goldenview Zoom is Thursday, April 2nd at 12:45 pm. Families attend or make this happen, we will not do it 

at school. 

Topic: 5th grade Information Zoom Session 

Time: Apr 2, 2026 12:45 PM Alaska 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://asdk12.zoom.us/j/99788120467?pwd=PQ3RLNIS8v7B88s5bu3UWyqTyfCX01.1 

Meeting ID: 997 8812 0467   Passcode: 614944 
 

March 20 
Dear 4/5 Familes, 

What an incredible way to end the week. Your children were total rock stars today. They 
exuded confidence, poise and man did they think on their feet! I am so proud of the effort and 
energy they put into The Gauntlet.  Photos are HERE 

This week, we began our new language arts unit. We read the short story Raymond’s Run and 
wrote about how running helps the main character, Squeaky, change her perspective. We also 
wrapped up in-class work time on Treasure Books. If your child is not finished, please have them 
complete it at home. All books are due next Thursday. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7jxI2xL2JEjpyJxylPGr-sVzCbYOMitbl3upBc3jDyQ6xKA/viewform
https://asdk12.zoom.us/j/99788120467?pwd=PQ3RLNIS8v7B88s5bu3UWyqTyfCX01.1
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1T_xDsy7HN58meITLm705mLIGieYL88Wr?usp=sharing


March is coming to an end, and so is our second month of Healthy Futures. Please log your child’s 
activity before April 3rd so they can receive a small incentive. Logs can be filled out HERE. 

We will be practicing for AK STAR testing next week. You can view the practice tests  HERE. Our 
testing days are listed in the calendar below. 

Romig Open House is Wednesday at 10:15. Fifth-grade families are welcome to attend if 
interested. Please let me know if you plan to go or if your child will be attending with another family. 

It was a busy week! I hope your family finds some time to relax and enjoy the weekend. 

Smiles, Sarah 

March 6 

Dear 4/5 Families, 

Happy Spring Break!  Have a wonderful week of no making lunches and no rousing your child before 
the sun rises. This week, we wrapped up our final FQT of the 3rd quarter, explored gravity, and 
absolutely rocked the Mock Trial. The students did an incredible job presenting their cases! The 
thinking and creativity they showed floored me. I am so proud of them all. You can find lots of photos  
HERE. 

 For the Good of the Order: 

○​ I can't say thank you enough to Kelly, who organized the three young lawyers, Chloe, Jessie, and 
Agnes, who helped us, and to Kelly for the hours of work she put in with the prosecution. A 
shout-out to Judge McKenna, too. 

○​ Bake Sale Success -  Thank you for all the goodies and for helping sell them. We raised $159, 
which will go toward all things classroom! 

○​ Take Your Science Fair to the Alaska State Science Fair!​
Registration is now open for the 71st Alaska Science & Engineering Fair (ASEF) held in 
Anchorage at UAA on Saturday, March 28. The State Fair has such a positive, upbeat 
atmosphere and is a wonderful opportunity for students to share their amazing work with a 
wider audience. In addition to showcasing their talents, students can earn cash prizes and other 
fun awards generously provided by community partners. 

○​ Middle School Tours 
■​  Romig Tour — March 25 at 10:15 
■​ Goldenview Tour — April 8 at 11:30​

For tours at other middle schools, please reach out to those schools directly. 
●​ Amazing Shake is on Friday, March 20th. Have your child practice the commercial script, think 

about their strengths, and make eye contact when talking. 

Don’t forget to turn your clock ahead on Sunday morning. That evening light is going to be nice. Have a 
fantastic spring break. 

 Smiles, Sarah 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7jxI2xL2JEjpyJxylPGr-sVzCbYOMitbl3upBc3jDyQ6xKA/viewform
https://akstar-assess.state.nwea.org/inbrowser/index.html
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1f9BFBzxDH-obNCA54BmGWxyV5YwHSDt0%3Fusp%3Ddrive_link&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Cfa2c2fc1d2194061d0e108de7bbb74cf%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639084242217278126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xJ58z4rVTrdXORLLxzPJDXuLHlL9D%2BtFQLNysXZYCiQ%3D&reserved=0


Upcoming Stuff 

●​ March 16 - Make up NAEP for absent kids 
●​ March 20 - The Gauntlet - 9:55-10:20 
●​ March 30-31 MAP/AK Star testing Language Arts 
●​ April 6-7 - MAP/AKStar Math 
●​ April 13-14 Science AKStar for 5th graders, afternoon 
●​ April 14 - Music Alive performance field trip with Ms. Connie, 10-12 
●​ April 22 - Dome field trip 10-1:00  
●​ May  6-7 - Overnight camp at Birchwood - leave after Math on Wed and return at the end of the 

day Thursday 
●​ May 20 - End of the year celebration/promotion ceremony at noon-ish for families that can only 

come during lunch 

May 21 - extra day. Classroom clean up and afternoon picnic fun at Fish Creek Park 

 

Feb 27 

Dear 4/5 Families, 

Brrrr! I hope you are all bundled up and staying warm. We had a busy, though short, week. It was wonderful 
to meet with you and celebrate your children—I feel so fortunate to learn alongside them. Thank you for 
sharing them with me! 

Upcoming Events: 

●​ Mock Trial – Thursday:​
We will leave school at 12:00 to arrive at the courthouse by 12:30. Thank you to our drivers! We will 
eat lunch before we go. We will return before the end of the day.​
 

○​  Here’s the list: Aspen - 6, Leah - 2, Thomas - 3, Marten - 3, Jax - 3, Lanti - 4, Daphne - 4, 
Erik - 4, Harper - 2, Viva - 4 

●​ Class Bake Sale – Also Thursday, March 5:​
We’d love donations of baked goods. Please let me know if you can help us sell our treats! It might 
be a quick turnaround from mock trial-ing to selling bake sale stuff, but that will just make it more 
exciting.  

●​ Treasure Book Work:​
Classwork time for treasure books is almost finished. Many students have completed their writing 
and are working on illustrations. Please check in with your child. If they still need time to finish 
typing, try to help them find time at home. 

●​ NAEP Test – Monday (4th Grade):​
Students will take the NAEP test in the afternoon. Sending an extra snack is a good idea!​
Healthy Futures:​
It’s in full swing! You can enter your child’s activity for fun prizes HERE. Please submit before March 
2.​
Fifth Grade Celebration & 4th Grade Party – May 20:​

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAy1hZrsgZaAev1CYV7dUexGtPymrb_bKOzCHFfVJUsgzgyg/viewform


We are still looking for someone to lead the promotion celebration. If interested, please sign up 
https://forms.gle/cvZYDnKWi9AmHbVVA 

●​ Amazing Shake!!!! - Gauntlet on March 20th!  
○​ It’s time to turn practice into polish! These next weeks, focus on the details that make a BIG 

difference. Help your child practice: 
■​  Greeting adults with confidence: “Hello, my name is ___, it’s nice to meet you.” 
■​ Using a firm handshake. Eye contact. Smile. 
■​ Standing tall -  shoulders back, head up. 
■​ Speaking clearly and avoiding those “ums” and “likes.” 
■​ Listening carefully and responding thoughtfully. 
■​ Ending every interaction with a sincere, “Thank you for your time.” 

 Remember, confidence isn’t about being perfect. It’s about being prepared and showing respect. Your 
children are representing Aquarian.  They are representing themselves. And we already know they are 
capable of amazing things.​
 

Have a fantastic weekend, stay warm, and see you next week! 

Smiles,​
Sarah 

 

February 20 

Dear 4/5 Families, 

  

Day of Play was a fantastic way to end our week. You can find a few photos of the fun HERE. This Week in 
4/5: 

●​ We thought deeply about women in the Civil War. We read and discussed the perspective of Tilly, 
the main character, in our novel as she watches her brother sneak away to war and then must leave 
home to help him. Ask your child about the book and what they’re thinking about her choices and 
experiences. 

●​ We learned about the trial system, how juries are selected, and what charges Goldilocks will face in 
our mock trial (criminal trespass and criminal mischief!). Ask your child what role they applied for. 

●​ We worked on Treasure Books. It’s time to wrap them up, reread, and revise. Please check in with 
your child about their progress. If they’re not close to finished, help them carve out some time at 
home to complete the typing. I’m printing and formatting books next for illustration. 

●​ Healthy Futures is in full swing! You can enter your child’s activity for fun prizes HERE. Please 
complete this before March 2. 

●​ Student-led conferences are coming up next week. If you haven’t signed up yet, you can do so 
HERE. Please plan to bring your child with you. 

●​ It is nearing the end of the quarter. Please be sure to check Parent Connect. Any improvements on 
FQTs or other assignments must be turned in by March 2nd. 

●​ Class Bake Sale – March 5. 

https://forms.gle/cvZYDnKWi9AmHbVVA
https://forms.gle/cvZYDnKWi9AmHbVVA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oRfPwHeLY_A-S6R-gmgBVflaZBGr_b-D?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAy1hZrsgZaAev1CYV7dUexGtPymrb_bKOzCHFfVJUsgzgyg/viewform
https://apps.asdk12.org/ConferenceScheduling/StudentScheduleStartExt.aspx
https://apps.asdk12.org/ConferenceScheduling/StudentScheduleStartExt.aspx


FIFTH GRADE CELEBRATION & 4th Grade Party – May 20​
May 20 will be our Fifth Grade Celebration and end-of-year BBQ for both 4th and 5th graders. If you're 
interested in leading or supporting the planning effort (especially the fifth-grade celebration), please fill out 
the Google Form here:​
https://forms.gle/cvZYDnKWi9AmHbVVA 

Sarah O, Brady, and I will help connect everyone to share ideas, review traditions we hope to continue, and 
then let you get to planning! 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend! Stay warm. 

Smiles, Sarah 

  

Important Dates 

●​ Feb 23–24 & March 2–4 -  Mock Trial preparation help. We will work from 2-3 each day, except 
March, which is 10-10:50.  

●​ March 2 - NAEP testing for 4th graders 
●​ March 5 - Mock Trial Field Trip - mark your calendars, this is a good one. 12-3 Permission slips went 

home 2/4 Click HERE for a copy 
●​ March 5 - Class Bake Sale 
●​ March 20 - The Gauntlet - first round of The Amazing Shake. This year’s theme, Fur Rondy - 

morning  
●​ MAP/AK Star testing in early April 
●​ April 14 - Music Alive performance field trip with Ms. Connie 
●​ April 22 - Dome field trip 10-1:00 
●​ May  6-7 - Overnight camp at Birchwood - leave after Math on Wed and return at the end of the day 

Thursday 
●​ May 20 - End of the year celebration/promotion ceremony 
●​ May 21 - extra day. Classroom clean up and afternoon at Fish Creek Park 

 

Feb 13 

Dear 4/5 Families, 

We ended another great week with fun and deliciousness. Big thank yous to Kelly, John, Cindy, and Marc 
for whipping up pancake joy. Sharing time eating together is a wonderful thing. I love hearing the “thank 
yous” that spread around the room and smiles as everyone opened and shared valentines. It brings so 
much joy to our classroom. We seem to pass a seasonal hump once we make it through Feb 14th. It brings 
back both more daylight and a lighter feeling, too. A few pictures are HERE. 

  

​​Our final class bake sale is on March 5th, the day before spring break. If you have the time and energy to 
send in some goodies, and/or help us sell those goodies, let me know.  

https://forms.gle/cvZYDnKWi9AmHbVVA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CDUPPC9-QcoKtGsdYecCLYGrYOFZTNPb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-rudlcTsY16iolMhpi7gGSuT06GR4IT0?usp=drive_link


  

●​ We are enjoying our new novel, The River Between Us. We met two new characters this week, and 
things are getting exciting. We are learning to write from the point of view of a character and how to 
express their opinion with reasons and evidence. 

●​ This week, we studied the Bill of Rights, made posters, and presented them. See if your child can tell 
you about them. We learned a memory tool to help us remember. 1. mouth, 2. arms, 3. key (no 
soldiers housed), 4. door (need a warrant), 5. ----- (right to remain silent) 6. quick (speedy trial), 7. 
eleven (jury), 8. hate (we hate cruel punishments), 9. mine (my other rights not in the constitution), 
10. them (if it isn’t a federal power - they go to the states). See if your child can tell you about them. 

●​ Student led conference are coming up in two weeks. If you haven’t signed up yet, you can HERE. 
Please bring your child with you. 

●​ It is the middle of the quarter, and a good time to check Parent Connect. I will accept missing work 
and/or improvements on any assignment through March 3rd. 

●​ Please take the School Climate Survey surveys.panoramaed.com/aasb/asdfamily. It’s not too bad, I 
just did it three times for different schools I’m involved with.  

  

I wish you a lovely and long weekend. See you Tuesday! 

Smiles, Sarah 

Important Dates 

●​ Feb 23–24 & March 2–4 -  Mock Trial preparation help. We will work from 2-3 each day, except 
March, which is 10-10:50.  

●​ March 2 - NAEP testing for 4th graders 
●​ March 5 - Mock Trial Field Trip - mark your calendars, this is a good one. 12-3 Permission slips went 

home 2/4 Click HERE for a copy 
●​ March 5 - Class Bake Sale 
●​ March 20 - The Gauntlet - first round of The Amazing Shake. This year’s theme, Fur Rondy - 

morning 
●​ MAP/AK Star testing in early April 
●​ April 14 - Music Alive performance field trip with Ms. Connie 
●​ April 22 - Dome field trip 10-1:00 
●​ May  6-7 - Overnight camp at Birchwood - leave after Math on Wed and return at the end of the day 

Thursday 

Feb 6 

Dear 4/5 Families, 

Happy Friday! What a great week. The science fair is always such a joyful celebration of science 
and the Aquarian spirit. Thank you to all our 4/5 families who volunteered as judges—you rock! 

Looking ahead to next week: 

https://apps.asdk12.org/ConferenceScheduling/StudentScheduleStartExt.aspx
https://surveys.panoramaed.com/aasb/asdfamily
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CDUPPC9-QcoKtGsdYecCLYGrYOFZTNPb/view?usp=sharing


●​ Tuesday: Book Character Dress-Up Day​
 

●​ Friday: Friendship Party & Pancake Breakfast​
 

We have 25 students for Valentine’s exchanges. A name list was sent home last week. (That said, 
I personally advocate not putting names on valentines—it makes passing them out much easier!) 
PS. All candy sent in will be sent home.  

A big thank-you to Kelly, Cindy, and John for volunteering to cook pancakes. I could use one more 
griddle, so please let me know if you have one we could borrow. 

This Week: 

●​ We finished The Boys War and wrote four-paragraph opinion essays. I can’t say enough 
about how much your children have grown—their drafts truly blew me away. I’m looking 
forward to reading the final pieces, which should come home by the end of next week. 

●​ We began our new novel, The River Between Us, which will help us examine the Civil War 
through the eyes of women. 

●​ We read the Constitution and became “Constitution Detectives.” The language is 
challenging, but the students loved hunting for key ideas. Ask your child about what they 
discovered! 

●​ We are creating posters about the first ten amendments—the Bill of Rights—to better 
understand the rights the Constitution gives us. 

●​ We spent a good amount of time working on Treasure Books. The goal is to finish the 
writing before conference week so there’s time for covers and illustrations. Ask your child 
about their plan and where they are in the process.​
 

Science fair judge feedback forms and ribbons will come home on Monday. Below, you’ll find a 
message from the Science Fair Committee. Please take a few minutes to talk it over with your 
child. You might also consider saving your science fair board and participating in the Alaska State 
Science Fair at the end of March. It’s a lot of fun and offers great prizes! If you attend, be sure to 
review the rules HERE. 

 
New Middle School Information This week: We have information from Highland and the Romig 
open house details. Click here -  Middle School Link 
 

Important Dates & Help Needed 

●​ Feb 23–24 & March 2–4 -  Mock Trial preparation help. We will work from 2-3 each day except 

March 2 is 10-10:50. Thank you to Kelly, Cindy,  

https://alaskasciencefair.org/rules/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ridAzhNnL4TyUHHRz7M859VuAOn3yVCt7nTb3VaofEc/edit?usp=sharing


●​ March 5 - Mock Trial Field Trip - mark your calendars, this is a good one. 12-3 Permission slips went 

home 2/4 Click HERE for a copy 

●​ March 20 - The Gauntlet - first round of The Amazing Shake. This year’s theme, Fur Rondy - morning 

●​ MAP/AK Star testing in early April 

●​ April 14 - Music Alive performance field trip with Ms. Connie 

●​ April 22 - Done field trip 10-1:00 

●​ May  6-7 - Overnight camp at Birchwood - leave after Math on Wed and return at the end of the day 

Thursday 

 

January 30 

Dear 4/5 Families, 

Happy Friday! And what a way to end the week! Thank you all so much for coming to our Film 
Festival. Your children are truly amazing, and all of their hard work shone today. Here’s the news of 
the week: 

• We began our study of the Constitution, focusing on six key concepts that define it and closely 
dissecting the Preamble.​
• We finished reading The Boys’ War and are now writing an opinion piece about whether the war 
affected boys for the better or worse. Ask your child which side they chose, or if they decided to 
argue both!​
• We practiced for the Amazing Shake. This week, we focused on handshakes and making small 
talk. Please encourage your child to practice their commercial (HERE) and continue working on 
handshakes and conversation skills at home.​
• And of course, we wrapped up the week with our Film Festival! You can view, download, or share 
all of the movies at bit.ly/AQFilmFestival26. 

Science Fair Reminder:​
Science Fair projects are due at school on Monday. We will present them in class, which gives 
your child valuable practice and allows me to review projects and catch anything that might need to 
be added before the big day on Thursday. I recommend taking a photo of your child’s board so 
they can continue practicing their presentation at home. If preferred, students may also bring their 
boards home to practice. 

Please remember to attach the checklist (sent home on Wednesday) to the back of your child’s 
board. This is a great way to confirm that all required elements are included. 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Smiles,​
Sarah 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CDUPPC9-QcoKtGsdYecCLYGrYOFZTNPb/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MrRD_vrdPWVi1glR4p0uWdXdyslzyRLoXROTkWf85Us/edit?usp=sharing
http://bit.ly/AQFilmFestival26


Important Dates & Help Needed 

●​ Feb 13 -  Valentine’s Day Pancake Breakfast (Thanks to Kelly and John for volunteering, the more the 

merrier -  9:40–10:30-ish 

●​ Feb 23–24 & March 2–4 -  Mock Trial preparation help needed (experience helpful but not 

required). We will work from 2-3 each day except the first and now March 2 is 10-10:50. 

●​ March 5 - Mock Trial Field Trip - mark your calendars, this is a good one. 12-3 

●​ March 20 - The Gauntlet - first round of The Amazing Shake. This year’s theme, Fur Rondy - morning 

●​ MAP/AK Star testing in early April 

●​ April 22 - Done field trip 10-1:00 

●​ May  6-7 - Overnight camp at Birchwood - leave after Math on Wed and return at the end of the day 

Thursday 

January 23 

Dear 4/5 Families, 

 This is a longer one with some important info. I hope you have a warm or cold beverage of your choice and 
enjoy the happenings in our class. We had a great short week and packed a lot into it! Here’s a snapshot of 
what we’ve been up to: 

This week in class: 

●​ We read about boys in the Civil War and discussed their experiences. Ask your child what they think 
so far. Today’s focus was Civil War medicine—our conversations dive into the realities of war and 
have been both thoughtful and fascinating. We are also practicing writing opinion statements and 
gathering evidence to support them. 

●​ We explored checks and balances through a lunch menu simulation. Students took on the roles of all 
three branches of government by writing, evaluating, and deciding on a healthy lunch menu. Each 
step represented part of how a law is created and how the branches work together. 

●​ We learned about Newton’s Three Laws of Motion. See if your child can explain them to you! 
●​ We began writing our Treasure Books. Ask your child what they are working on this year. There are 

stories, magazines, and all kinds of creative projects underway. 
●​ We started practicing for the Amazing Shake! This year’s theme is Fur Rondy. See information 

below - it’s going to be epic! 

For the good of the order: 

●​ Science Fair: The science fair will be held on February 5. Projects are due to school on February 
2, so students can present in class and we can check for completeness. Attached are photos of 
example boards, and HERE is a link to the science fair packet with rubrics. Please use the rubrics to 
ensure all required materials are included. 

●​ Class Film Festival: Our class film festival is next Friday, January 30.  Movies begin at 2:10 PM. 
●​ Middle School Information: We have information from Goldenview Middle School this week, which 

you can view here: Middle School Link. 

I love your children! Don’t forget to read the Amazing Shake info! Have a great weekend.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MPKx45xLVDENanhurGvzdj80g9q_GQpD/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ridAzhNnL4TyUHHRz7M859VuAOn3yVCt7nTb3VaofEc/edit?usp=sharing


Smiles,​
Sarah 

  

Important Dates & Help Needed 

●​ Feb 13 -  Valentine’s Day Pancake Breakfast (help needed from 9:40–10:30-ish) 
●​ Feb 23–24 & March 2–4 -  Mock Trial preparation help needed (experience helpful but not required) 
●​ March 5 - Mock Trial Field Trip - mark your calendars, this is a good one. 
●​ March 20 - The Gauntlet - first round of The Amazing Shake. This year’s theme, Fur Rondy 
●​ April 22 - Done field trip 
●​ May  6-7 - Overnight camp at Birchwood 

  

It’s Time for Aquarian’s Amazing Shake Competition! ​
 Our fourth and fifth graders are gearing up for The Amazing Shake, a high-energy experience that builds 
confidence, conversation skills, and professionalism. The competition starts with 120 students, but only one 
winner will emerge as this year’s Amazing Shake Champion.  

Competition Overview  

Round 1: The Gauntlet will be held in the gym at Aquarian on the morning of Friday, March 20th. In this 
round, all fourth and fifth-graders work their way through a series of stations, each testing a new skill. We 
need 25 volunteers who are willing to role-play with students in scenarios that test their manners, 
conversational skills, and professionalism. This round begins with 120 students, and the top 25 score 
earners advance to Round 2.  

Round 2: The Circle of Doom will be held at Aloft Anchorage on 36th Avenue from 11:00 - 1:00 p.m. In this 
round, the top 25 score earners from Round 1 participate in a “speed networking circle”. Lunch is provided 
for all participating students and volunteers. We need 25 volunteers who are willing to network with 
students. We will provide specific questions for judges to engage in networking conversations for this 
round. The top four score earners advance to Round 3.   

Round 3: Lunch of Champions will be held at the Dirty Apron on Arctic Boulevard on April 2nd. During this 
round, the Final Four are tested on their manners, conversational skills, and professionalism in a working 
lunch with local community leaders. The top score earner becomes this year’s Amazing Shake Champion, 
which will be announced on April 3rd during an all-school assembly.  

How families can help at home: 

●​ Practice the Fur Rendezvous commercial script (attached HERE) with clear voices, expression, 
and enthusiasm. 

●​ Learn a little about the history of Fur Rondy—what it celebrates and why it’s important to Alaska. 
Watch THIS video (featuring Mr. Pugh!) 

●​ Practice introductions and handshakes, including greeting an adult and starting a conversation. 
●​ Help students identify their skills and personal strengths, and practice asking thoughtful follow-up 

questions​
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MrRD_vrdPWVi1glR4p0uWdXdyslzyRLoXROTkWf85Us/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALpzJtCb_vI


Do you want to be a part of the Amazing Shake? Fill out the volunteer form HERE. 

Are you interested in supporting the Amazing Shake? We are looking for donations from individuals and 
businesses to help our competition run smoothly. Please contact Brittany Nerland at 
nerland_brittany@asdk12.org for guidance.  

  

Please contact fineman_sarah@asdk12.org and chelmo_lisa@asdk12.org with questions about the 
competition or volunteering. 

  

We look forward to an incredible 2026 Amazing Shake competition and helping our students grow into 
outstanding human beings with 21st-century skills! 

  

Visit our website for more information: https://sites.google.com/asdk12.net/theamazingshake/home 

Thank you for your support, 

  

Sarah Fineman and Lisa Chelmo 

  

Newsletter Archive 

 M3 Vocabulary Words 

January 15 

Dear Families, 

Black Violin was so much fun! We were literally dancing in our seats.  I’ve attached a few photos from 
the performance HERE. A big thank-you to Kelly, Kelly, Tapia, and John for joining us. Looks like no 
school tomorrow. Booo! I'd rather it be due to 24 inches of snow than rain. Maybe use this time to get 
your science fair project going (or finished).  

In the classroom this week: 

●​ We wrote an FQT about the factors that led to the Civil War. 
●​ We began reading our next book, The Boys War, a nonfiction look at the Civil War through the 

eyes and words of the boys who fought. We are learning about the more than 250,000 boys, 
some as young as 12, who participated. Students are gathering evidence to write an opinion 
piece on whether the war was a positive or negative experience for these boys. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9rNwR1EXDCzPR1feXQOne-eApoNllraJK396Tn6DLqIZx_g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=110330615870012337649
https://sites.google.com/asdk12.net/theamazingshake/home
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ozV-RlU605CQuJnusM3dsCVmKnYCK4sNG_aiT-d-9jc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1i6oJnfXWL1lGDI93cUU9rI_p6gVeX-IhPEY03ZNN2Cc/edit?usp=sharing
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F15XGLPufD4mmwTuxwrvVDF_HHSyLB9b1L%3Fusp%3Ddrive_link&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Cf2520c6934be43caed9208de54bc9cba%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639041366229441490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L21pEyq56BOFsAhgkQvK3c2bHpe%2BQAUB20YgRKkeVho%3D&reserved=0


●​ We started writing Treasure Books. There is no assigned topic in my class. Students may write 
anything from a magazine or graphic novel to a recipe book or a story. Ask your child about what 
they’re creating! 

●​ We began learning about the three branches of government and how they balance and support 
one another. 

Science Fair​
There are three weekends left until the Science Fair. Now is the time to take stock of where you are in 
the process and finish strong. If you haven't started yet, think of it as a weekend to do the project, a 
weekend to type it up and make the board, and a weekend to practice presenting. Please visit the 
Science Fair Help website for support, example board designs, and printable labels: 
https://bit.ly/ScienceFairHome 

Science Fair projects are due to class on Monday, February 2nd so we can practice presenting. 

  

I returned students’ exploded moment writing from December. You should have seen it come home. 
Grades and my comments are available online, and students are welcome to revise and improve their 
work if they’d like. 

Middle School Update​
We’ve received information from Romig, which you can view under the Romig tab here: Middle School 
Link. Our tour date is March 25. 

4th Grade NAEP Testing​
Our school was selected to participate in NAEP testing this year. Fourth graders will take the test on 
the afternoon of January 27. A letter with more information was sent home and is attached to this 
email. 

Calling All Science Fair Judges!​
Our Science Fair will take place on Thursday, February 5, from 8:15–11:30. Even partial availability is 
greatly appreciated. Please feel free to invite friends, family members, or colleagues who may be 
interested in supporting our future scientists.​
Sign up here: https://bit.ly/AQSciFairJudge 

Important Dates & Help Needed 

●​ Feb 13 – Valentine’s Day Pancake Breakfast (help needed from 9:40–10:30-ish) 
●​ Feb 23–24 & March 2–4 – Mock Trial preparation help needed (experience helpful but not 

required) 
●​ March 5 – Mock Trial Field Trip - mark your calendars, this is a good one. 

Please let me know if your child will be absent during Parent-Teacher Conference week or the week 
before Spring Break, as this helps me plan appropriately for the mock trial. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FScienceFairHome&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Cf2520c6934be43caed9208de54bc9cba%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639041366229475032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x%2FpLcGSXbDs4uKm9hSTPKdQqVW1EzAnVS8eDOB3FQ5I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1ridAzhNnL4TyUHHRz7M859VuAOn3yVCt7nTb3VaofEc%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Cf2520c6934be43caed9208de54bc9cba%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639041366229490466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YqiRdOBGcFHWXHy1KC2OA633ddOxSM9pcHna%2BJKnoHw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1ridAzhNnL4TyUHHRz7M859VuAOn3yVCt7nTb3VaofEc%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Cf2520c6934be43caed9208de54bc9cba%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639041366229490466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YqiRdOBGcFHWXHy1KC2OA633ddOxSM9pcHna%2BJKnoHw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FAQSciFairJudge&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Cf2520c6934be43caed9208de54bc9cba%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639041366229505341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kyuXmsv%2FSBMpe%2FX9hC0jmRvMDQ%2BtnOMivfcw9ceh%2Bjw%3D&reserved=0


Take care out there. Do the snow and colder temperatures dance, and I'll see you all on Tuesday! Happy 
extra-long weekend! 

Smiles,​
Sarah  

 

January 9 

Dear 4/5 Families, 

What a wonderful first week back to school! Movie Week is always a favorite, and this year was no 
exception. We wrapped things up today with a bit more editing, the 5th-grade Battle of the Books (so proud 
of those kids), and some social studies. This quarter, we will focus on the government and civics. Let's hear 
it for learning about our country. 

  

Mark your calendars: Our Family Film Festival will be on Friday, January 30th at 2:10 PM. If you’re 
unable to attend, don’t worry. I’ll be sure to share all the films afterward so you can enjoy them and pass 
them along to family. Your children are incredibly creative and full of fun. Truly, this was our best year yet!  

A huge thank you to the parents who helped make this week such a success - Kelly, Kelly, Jessica, and 
Paul - you helped make this year so smooth. Thank you! You can see a few photos from the week linked 
HERE. 

For the Good of the Order: 

●​ Auction Basket Reminder – thank you for your donations. Our class basket theme is Crafts. We 
have two crochet kits, a drawing kit, and some beautiful yarn. If you have something to contribute, 
please send it in. 

●​ 5th Grade Families – Middle School Information​
Middle schools are beginning to reach out. We’ve created a shared folder with information for you, 
as schools typically send materials and schedule visit days over the next few months. Please check 
back often, as the folder will be updated regularly. Each family is responsible for attending these 
visits with their child; our class will not attend as a group.​
This week, we have information from Stellar, which you can view here: Middle School Link. 

●​ Black Violin Field Trip – Next Week​
We are excited for this upcoming field trip! Thank you to our volunteers: Kelly, Kelly, Tapia, and John. 

●​ Mock Trial – March 5 (12:00–3:00 PM)​
Please mark your calendars for this exciting field trip. We will need drivers to help transport students.​
Additionally, if your family will be on vacation during conference week or the week before Spring 
Break, please let me know as soon as possible so I can plan trial roles accordingly. 

●​ Calling All Legal Minds!​
If you - or a parent, grandparent, relative, or family friend - have experience or interest in the legal 
field, we would love your help preparing for our mock trial. Prep dates are 2/23–24 and 3/2–4 - 
usually in the afternoon from 2:15-3-ish. Ask around and let me know. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1aBbTIK9I6rQTJBrvfZzJTx2RPjRUsp38%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7C9f2f7c373d054dd367f908de4fed0072%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639036076505480732%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YvFMimUKJOQfeldujmz14nRDvWhTxhfZWAo3p4H0EsY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1ridAzhNnL4TyUHHRz7M859VuAOn3yVCt7nTb3VaofEc%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7C9f2f7c373d054dd367f908de4fed0072%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C639036076505506733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ihtBM0L8J02af6VqCaRVKZysYCugOFgvLDlEvE6CYJE%3D&reserved=0


●​ February 13 – Friendship Day (Valentine’s Day)​
This is a favorite day in school and one to celebrate. After math, we’ll be celebrating with a pancake 
breakfast and passing out valentines.  I’ll need a few brave parent helpers to mix, cook, and create 
some delicious fun! If you have a griddle we can borrow or can help out that day, please let me 
know. 

●​ News from the Art Room: ​
Students from Ms. Sarah O.'s, Ms. Brady's, and Ms. Sarah F.'s classes have artwork on display in 
the Dimond Center! Each student completed an individual painting on cardboard as part of a 
collaborative space-themed mural designed by Dimi Macheras and Casey Silver of 80% Studios, 
also known as the creators of Chickaloonies. The Grand Opening of the project is Thursday, January 
22, from 6:00-7:30 at the Dimond Center Gallery, but the artwork will be on display through the end 
of March. It will be so fun to see it installed! Please email Lisa Chelmo with any questions, 
chelmo_lisa@asdk12.org 

Thank you, as always, for your support and partnership. Your children make my days happy. It was a 
brilliant first week back.  

Smiles, Sarah 

 

December 18 
 
Dear Families, 
Happy long winter break! What a lovely week we had! Here’s a brief rundown. 

●​ Movie writing 
●​ Creating amazing characters and interactions with great wordplay in our FQT 
●​ Fun and joy with our little buddies (see photos) 
●​ Mr. Pugh’s epic reading of a Cajun Night Before Christmas 
●​ A huge spaghetti feast and time together 

 

I wish you all a lovely holiday full of good things. I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday, January 6th. 
We will kick off the new year by filming our movies (filming begins January 6th. Check in with your 
child on what they may need. A lot of stuff came home today. Movie scripts should be in the pile 
somewhere. Be sure to help your child look at and prepare for any needed costumes and props. 
We need it all on Tuesday, Jan 6th, to keep on the movie schedule.  

Everyone is tired, full of excitement for a good break, and ready to relax and rejuvenate. I am so 
thankful that I get to spend my days with your children. They are truly wonderful and creative 
people who inspire me and bring me joy. Thank you for all the lovely gifts! I wish you a long holiday 
full of family and fun. 

See you in 2026 

Important Dates Coming Up: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uTO7wrpPcGk4-f7HlYE8GP3L-__I3LXk?usp=drive_link


Jan 15 Black Violin at PAC​
Jan 27 - NAEP testing for 4th graders​
Feb 3rd - Science Fair boards due to school​
Feb 5th Science Fair  - sign up to judge HERE 

Auction Basket Letter 

December 12 

​​Dear 4/5 Families, 

Happy Friday! It was nice to have a “normal” week and be together all five days. Next week, when we 
meet with our little buddies, Mr. Paul and I are hoping to do a wrap-your-buddy challenge. If you have 
any extra wrapping paper of any kind, or any holiday, that you could donate, we would appreciate it. 
Bows would be fun too if you have extras. This is a fun way to make big/little buddy memories. 
This week we: 

●​ Planned our exploded moments and worked on formatting dialogue, using both narration and 
dialogue to move the plot forward 

●​ Simulated a negotiation of the Treaty of Paris that ended the American Revolution 
●​ Discussed the difference between a natural hazard and a natural disaster, and what we can do 

to stay safe 
●​ Formed movie groups and began brainstorming and scripting. If you haven’t already, ask your 

child about their movie plot! We’ll finish writing next week. Over break, students will gather 
costumes and props, and we’ll start filming on January 6. 

Looking ahead:​
On Thursday next week, we’ll have a class spaghetti feed - lunch together with good food and fun. 
You’re still welcome to send a lunch, especially if your child doesn’t like pasta. I’ll have sauce separate 
and butter available for those who prefer it plain. Please let me know if your child has any allergies I 
should consider. 
Stay warm out there, and have a great weekend! 
Smiles,​
Sarah 

December 5 
Dear 4/5 Families, 
 
What a strange week. I’m so glad we got that extra snow last night. Recess today was fun, and we 
ended the week well. I’m so proud of your children for persevering through MAP testing. A few 
people are still working hard, but most have finished. Scores will be available on Parent Connect in 
a few weeks when the testing window closes.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCUiLn2hpVbHSB-cDvf7h-ZmIcdE44RviV4aefwnQoh7RTgw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=110330615870012337649
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ePw3OwmHUpeJVywtJ-wcfi7gBBxUIj66Q6CAtIzSjFY/edit?usp=sharing


We discussed our human growth and development lesson. This is a rite of passage and your 
children, as usual, were amazing. It is always a bit hard, but they were very supportive of each 
other. We talked about the parts of the body, changes experienced during puberty, and hygiene as 
their bodies develop. It is time to start thinking about/wearing deodorant if they aren’t! Your child 
may come home with questions, and it is a great opportunity to chat with them about this topic. 

For the good of the order. Please let me know if you will be out of town before or after winter break 
so I can plan our movie filming. If you are available to help manage the chaos of movie filming the 
week after break, a few extra hands are always welcome. Any day, any time between 1:00-3:00 
ish, Jan 6-8. I’ll let you know the date of our film festival next week. It is usually the end of January. 
We had to cancel our museum field trip because the planetarium is broken.  

The end of the quarter is coming up fast. Please be sure to check Parent Connect and chat 
with your child about any missing work or corrections they’d like to complete. I would like 
all work to be turned in by Friday, December 12, 1 so I have time to reassess it. 

Have a wonderful weekend! I’ll see you all next week! 

Smiles, Sarah 

 

November 14 
Dear 4/5 Families, 

We ended the week with house hour and a lot of fun! This week we did so much! It was awesome! 

●​ We had our word market of fun and interesting words. Be sure to ask your child what some of their 
favorite words were. 

●​ We discussed using vivid words and showing our readers what is happening, rather than just telling 
them. Get your child to describe things in detail to help them practice. They aren’t just tired, they are 
exhausted. Or even better, their body feels weak, their eyes are heavy and drooping, and they can’t 
think of anything. The more descriptive, the better. 

●​ We modeled the rock cycle out of crayons. We created each type of rock: sedimentary, 
metamorphic, and igneous. We used a plastic knife to create sediment that became sedimentary; a 
lot of pressure and some heat for metamorphic; and some hot water to melt them into "magma" to 
cool to represent igneous. 

●​ We had our first battle of the American Revolution. Ask your child about their character and how the 
first battles around New York went for them. Note: It should have been pretty rough. In the first few 
months of the war, the patriots lost every major battle. We wrote journal entries from their character's 
point of view. I love reading them. 

●​ We explored science fair project ideas. Hopefully, your child came home with several ideas for their 
science fair project. The Science Buddies website is a great place to explore to find ideas and even 

https://www.sciencebuddies.org/


directions for a science fair project. Entry forms are due December 5th! They were sent home about 
two weeks ago. But new ones to print can be found on the attached form (page 2). 

●​ Photos from the week are HERE. 

  

Your children are amazing people. We work and think so hard together, and I have so much fun with them. 
Have a fantastic weekend! 

Smiles, Sarah 
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Upcoming things: 

●​ Pun Parade - Wednesday afternoon, 11/26. Help your child Google pun costumes and come up with 
something fun to wear. You don’t have to spend any money to make a great one! 

●​ MAP testing in the afternoons the Monday and Tuesday after Thanksgiving - December 1 & 2. 
●​ Film Festival - The weeks before and after winter break are film festival weeks in my class. The 

week before break, we make groups and write movie scripts. The week after break, we make 
Aquarian into a movie set and film those movies. Then, towards the end of January, we have a film 
festival and invite families to watch our movies. Please let me know if your family will be on vacation 
before or after winter break so I can strategize it all. Thanks! 

 

November 7 
Dear 4/5 Families, 

It was a disappointment that the field trip was canceled, but we made lemonade out of lemons. We had a 
blast in the snow and celebrated with some hot chocolate and donuts.  A big thank you to Erik’s family for 
sending in donut joy on this snowy day. You can see photos HERE. This week we also: 

●​ Began reading The Phantom Tollbooth, a fun book full of wordplay, great description, and good 
lessons. Help your child recognize all the idioms we use every day. When you hear one or say one, 
see if they know what it means. 

●​ We discussed who fought in the American Revolution and picked our American Revolution identity 
for the upcoming simulations we will participate in. Ask your child what role they picked and what 
their “life” was like. They might be a spy, soldier, or officer. 

●​ Discussed the three types of rock: igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic. 
●​ Vocabulary Words – We learn new words on Mondays, practice them all week, and take an 

open-note quiz on most Fridays. You can check out the words in the slideshow HERE. We will begin 
week three next week. 

Upcoming things: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SkvAzJaINDgECnRgOiB3Lu99PqR24XuX?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ozV-RlU605CQuJnusM3dsCVmKnYCK4sNG_aiT-d-9jc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15J1IWzu5u_nvK4HjGw8Yp-O-D5QbcAd7ukAZQC-XHtY/edit?slide=id.g315fc5b148c_0_1#slide=id.g315fc5b148c_0_1
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BVDGeLYegMpKJnOK5aNcwja3Ls1GcZxd?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15J1IWzu5u_nvK4HjGw8Yp-O-D5QbcAd7ukAZQC-XHtY/edit?slide=id.g2945701cac1_0_173#slide=id.g2945701cac1_0_173


●​ Pun Parade - Wednesday afternoon, 11/26. Help your child Google pun costumes and come up with 
something fun to wear. You don’t have to spend any money to make a great one! 

●​ MAP testing - December 1 & 2,  the Monday and Tuesday after Thanksgiving 
●​ Science fair entry forms are due on December 5. Forms were sent home. Please reach out to me, 

or have your child ask me, if they need ideas for a project. 
●​ Film Festival - The weeks before and after winter break are film festival weeks in my class. The 

week before break, we make groups and write movie scripts. The week after break, we turn 
Aquarian into a movie set and film those movies. Then, towards the end of January, we have a film 
festival and invite families to watch our movies. Please let me know if your family will be on vacation 
before or after winter break so I can plan accordingly. Thanks! 

I hope you enjoy some of the white stuff out there and have a relaxing weekend! 

Smiles, Sarah 

October 31 
This week was great! We started our second module in language arts. We are having SO much fun 
playing with words. We watched the Abbott and Costello skit, “Who’s on First”, laughed a lot, and wrote 
about how the wordplay causes confusion and humor. We dove into the American Revolution, and we 
had fun all dressed up with our little buddies! A few pics HERE 

 Next Friday, November 7th, we will have our basketball field trip! After math, we will board buses and 
head to the Alaska Airlines Center. Parent chaperones will drive themselves (or carpool) and meet us 
there. We have a ton of chaperones, thank you!  Please send your child with a picnic lunch. There will be 
no microwave to heat things. We will be back at school around 1:45. 

 It’s the end of October! Enter your October Healthy Future Activity in the form by November 3rd to earn 
the October incentive. https://bit.ly/AquarianOctoberHF 

It is time to start thinking about the Science Fair. This year, the Science Fair is on February 5th. I spoke 
with your children about it this week, and the entry forms went home on Wednesday. In the next few 
weeks, your child should begin generating ideas for their project. Personally, I love models and research 
projects. You can learn so much from learning how something works. If your child is a skier, they could 
study the core of different skis or make a ski lift and learn how they work.  Have a kiddo who loves 
running? Make a model of some fancy marathon shoes and learn how they work. There are so many 
possibilities if you begin with a passion and look for the science behind it. I’m also happy to help you 
and your child, just ask! I’ve attached the Science Fair Packet, and it is on the Aquarian website, too. In 
two-ish weeks, we will talk about the next step in the Science Fair Process, selecting and solidifying 
your idea to submit your entry form. While I don’t have any set due dates beyond the entry form (Dec 5) 
and board turn-in date (Feb 2-yes, before the actual science fair date), I talk about it often to help create 
some suggestions to limit stress and help set up the process to go more smoothly. I’ll send home 
reminders along the way to help keep you on track, too.  

Save the Dates – Field Trip and Fun Alert 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1Qv0Hj4VXyebjEA-mBlNuGo2UV0OgJJ0U%3Fusp%3Ddrive_link&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7C90cc847ee47e4a01c1a808de18dcb637%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638975533419842840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l2QTLxMk%2FZQZNysKk3CL88tgXpjaWvLLJTsV0pNEwdk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FAquarianOctoberHF&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7C90cc847ee47e4a01c1a808de18dcb637%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638975533419866909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TCIpaWid2LGzeNIrjvGfTD2cKik%2F55y5SsJOq8dckmY%3D&reserved=0


●​ Anchorage Museum – December 17 – kicks off our new science topic – space 
●​ Friendship and Valentine's Pancake Breakfast, Feb 13, 9:30-10:45-ish. I need a few volunteers to 

mix and flip stacks of pancakes. 
●​ Mock Trial Field Trip – We will head to the courthouse and both prosecute and defend 

Goldilocks on the afternoon of March 5. 
●​ Dome field trip – April 22 – celebrating how sports help us overcome adversity and persevere 
●​ Spring Overnight Camp (formally Space Camp, but they closed!) May 6-7 (the kids are going to 

LOVE that 67) – Birchwood!! More info to come. 

Don’t forget to turn back your clocks on Sunday! I hope everyone sleeps in that extra hour. Stay safe out 
there tonight and have fun. 

Have a great weekend!​
Smiles, Sarah 

October 23 
Dear 4/5 Families, 
  
It is always a pleasure to sit down and chat about your wonderful children. Listening to them share 
their hard work with you makes me so proud of them. You are raising lovely humans! 
  
Senora Lisa has Sugar Skulls in her plans for next week. As you shop this weekend, consider 
sending in decorations and things to help the class make this Spanish tradition. They will not eat 
the candy but will use it to decorate the sugar skulls with it. It is always fun to see them in the 
display cases in the hall. 
  
This week we worked to wrap up our 13 Colonies study making posters about the Quaker peoples 
that lived in the Middle Colonies. We also worked to draft and type our FQT5, the final one of this 
quarter!  The Amazon outage played havoc with Canvas so we will finish typing it on Monday. 
  
I hope you enjoy a lovely long weekend! See you all next week. 
  
Smiles, Sarah 
 

October 17 
Dear 4/5 Families, 

It was a short week and full of good things. We worked hard to complete the graphic organizer for our final 
focusing question task (FQT) of this first language arts unit. It is a big four-paragraph essay, and your 
children are rocking it! We created some beautiful mineral art, and we curated a portfolio of work to show 
you at conferences. 



There is a little homework for you. Below is the Family Conference Guide. Take a look at it, so you are 
prepared for your child to lead their part of our conference. It will give you some ideas on how to prompt 
them as they show you their work. It is their job, but I have a bunch of questions for you to ask if they need 
some prompting. Resist the urge to rescue them if they say, “I don’t know.” Wait them out and see what they 
come up with. 

 Hopefully, you saw the UAA basketball field trip form come home. I’ll attach it here too, just in case. We will 
be taking a bus (parent chaperones will drive and meet us there), and I have 5 volunteers, so we are good 
to go.  Here are a few photos from October. 

I look forward to seeing you all next week for conferences! 

Have a great weekend. 

Smiles, Sarah 

FIELD TRIP FORM 

I'll have a hard copy of this for you next week, but take a look so you are ready. 

Family Fall Conference Guide 

I am so proud of your child and all they bring to their work every day! 

This is a celebration of your child’s learning and growth as a learner.  As your child leads their conference, 
be sure to listen and ask questions using the prompts below. 

Focus on how they worked hard or were challenged or what they put the most effort into and what they are 
most excited about learning.  Look for specific things you can tell them you admire. 

 The Four A’s 

1.​ Abstain when possible - let them do the talking. 
2.​ Acknowledge your child’s ideas. 
3.​ Advocate process over results. 
4.​ Advance progress with a well-timed nudge and suggestions. 

Questions to facilitate and ask during Student Led Conferences 

●​ Why did you choose this piece of work? What does it say about you? 
●​ What did you learn from that assignment? 

○​ Is there anything you might have changed? 
●​ Can you tell me why this piece of work is important to you? 
●​ What are you most proud of? 
●​ How can I/we support you in your learning? 
●​ What has been your biggest challenge, and what steps have you taken to overcome it? 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1z9FQyymTglUBQ_y6sQj6vtds_wn_8zcQ?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/148LjFWiD3U-6oWlDwEUzm7kasFYjoVIH/view?usp=drive_link


October 10 
Dear 4/5 Families, 

Happy Friday! I love Aquarian and our wonderful 4/5 family! Thank you so much for all the candy for 
Trunk-or-Treat tomorrow! Aquarian never fails! I appreciate you all.  I’m fighting a cold, so please excuse (or 
celebrate) the brevity of this email. 

We had a great week. We talked about minerals (and started drawing them). We had fun starting the Middle 
Colonies and did our fur trading simulation. We finished our book and gathered a lot of evidence for our final 
writing piece of the quarter. Your children are so thoughtful, and I’m continually blown away by their hard 
work. You are raising good people. 

I hope to see you at Trunk-or-Treat tomorrow. Huge, huge thank yous to the families who signed up to help 
run the cotton candy station -Jess, Ryan and Cheryl – you rock!! Be sure to dress in clothes that are ok 
getting sugary. Stop by and challenge me to a rock-paper-scissors game and get candy for the fun! 

A few for the good of the order: 

●​ All missing work and corrections are due by Wednesday, 10/15. I sent home FQT4 this week. Check 
backpacks for that and let me know if your child corrects them. 

●​ Original Works Art Fundraiser order packets are due Wednesday, October 15th. See below for more 
deets.  

●​ No school on Monday or Friday next week. 

 Have a great weekend! 

Smiles, Sarah 

 Original Works order packets are due Wednesday, October 15th. Proceeds from this fundraiser 
directly benefit Aquarian’s art program and supply budget. This is a chance to order your child's 
beautiful, original artwork on quality items, such as tote bags, oven mitts, coffee mugs, and so much more! If 
you would like to place an order, please fill out the form included in the packet and return it to school with 
cash or check (made out to Aquarian PTO). Please return both copies of the order form to school in the 
packet and take a photo for your records. Items will arrive at school by late November.  

Thank you for supporting Aquarian's art program. Please let me know if you have any questions!  

Lisa C. 

chelmo_lisa@asdk12.org 
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.originalworks.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7C4bb0876ed5db42366f7208de06afae88%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638955548786763715%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1pI5zK49Xe9qi3KGJuftZkhgL%2F%2BwrxV9UFhtx2rDGN4%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ozV-RlU605CQuJnusM3dsCVmKnYCK4sNG_aiT-d-9jc/edit?usp=sharing


 

October 3 
Dear 4/5 Families, 

Happy Friday! We had a fantastic week. We read, thought deeply, we enjoyed some sun and the view of the 
mountain snow, and we had a lot of fun. A few important things before the fun stuff of the week. 

●​ We need a few more people to volunteer to sell cotton candy at trunk-or-treat. If you can help out for 
30 minutes, sign up here at THIS link. Trunk-or-Treat is on October 11th. 

●​ I’m hosting a trunk. If you are able to donate any candy, that would be awesome. 

This week: 

●​ The Giant Map of the Pacific arrived, and we got to have tons of fun and learning with it. Your 
children mostly love to “swim” on it as it is kind of like a giant slip and slide. But we studied it in detail 
too. We learned the ocean floor is not flat at all! We looked at the ring of fire, studied all the deep 
trenches, tall mountains, and fracture zones on the ocean floor, and discussed ocean currents. We 
did a bunch of “swimming” too. 😊 (See pictures HERE) 

●​ We wrote our 4th focusing question task (FQT4), contrasting the Nez Perce and the U.S. 
government’s feelings about the Nez Perce homeland. Your children worked hard, and their writing is 
growing by leaps and bounds. We do much of the drafting work together in class as I scaffold how to 
create the pieces of an essay. If you or your child is not satisfied with their grade, they are welcome 
to revise it. 

●​ We ate delicious friend-fries with our buddies on Monday. Thanks, Mr. Paul! Check out some photos 
HERE. We also wrote thank-you notes to Mr. Jimmy with our buddies. 

For the good of the order 

●​ It is Original Works Art time! Check out the information from Ms. Lisa in the Art room below to turn 
your child’s art into cool things. Due by Oct 15th​
 

●​ You have until Sunday to log in your child’s activity for Healthy Futures incentives. Click here to fill 
out the form. ly/AquarianHealthyFutures​
 

●​ Parent-teacher conferences sign-ups are live. We do student-led conferences, so sign up for a time 
when your child can come and show off their work. There may be two running at the same time, I’ll 
slide in to share my thoughts and feedback when your child is ready for me.​
 

●​ Thank you to Kelly M. for volunteering to make our yearbook page beautiful! I appreciate the help!​
 

●​ Help our fifth graders by supporting our fundraiser for next year’s field trips! Show your school and 
house pride with stickers, keychains, car magnets, and buttons—proceeds will go toward our field 
trip fundraising goals. Printed copies of the order forms were sent home last week, but you can also 
print your own here. Thank you for supporting our amazing fifth-grade field trips!  Link: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r0ADpTMBeClAIwT_n5JU-Z-31G-_vUqe/view?usp=sharing 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SkBFGMTRS7KbAnJA3GXGqOacgrfMdspTBtAimNBdjBU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1i9f5D-v-RLa9haqGaUorjR_hIjgfTT6i?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1i9f5D-v-RLa9haqGaUorjR_hIjgfTT6i?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1i9f5D-v-RLa9haqGaUorjR_hIjgfTT6i?usp=drive_link
https://bit.ly/AquarianHealthyFutures
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1r0ADpTMBeClAIwT_n5JU-Z-31G-_vUqe%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7C162f1586933341ad24e508de020cba48%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638950450845662156%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4mlSn%2FAKzSTi%2BKqyl9KOs4ZVNrbIAvd5fktkDkMZzTI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1r0ADpTMBeClAIwT_n5JU-Z-31G-_vUqe%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7C162f1586933341ad24e508de020cba48%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638950450845662156%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4mlSn%2FAKzSTi%2BKqyl9KOs4ZVNrbIAvd5fktkDkMZzTI%3D&reserved=0


  

Have a fantastic weekend! 

Smiles, Sarah 

Class Photos Folder Newsletter Archive 

 

September 26 
Dear 4/5 Families, 

 We ended our week with some fall running, all to help support our fantastic school. A big thank you to 
Brandy, Cheryl, Carissa, and Marc for helping mark laps. Thank you to all the parents who showed up today 
and support Aquarian in all the ways. You. make Aquarian wonderful. You rock!  Pictures are HERE. 

This week: 

●​ We wrote our third FQT of the year. This first module is challenging, with a lot of writing to help 
create a scaffold for the writing we do throughout the year and establish the routines of the writing 
process. We work on a lot of the writing together in class to help build and teach a strong foundation. 
FQT3 was two paragraphs. It explained the role the two myths we read played in Nez Perce culture 
and what they taught Nez Perce children. 

●​ We learned about the New England colonies and what was important to them. We also discussed 
the Salem Witch Trials. Ask your child their thoughts. 

●​ We had a great time picking potatoes with our little buddies. A big thank you to Mr. Jimmy, who 
invited us to harvest his potatoes, and to Jessica for walking with us. We are going to have 
friendship fries with our buddies next week. I hope the potatoes that came home were delicious! You 
can find photos from potato fun HERE. 

●​ Student council elections were yesterday. We are proud of our four classmates who stood up in front 
of the whole school and made fantastic speeches. Leah, Willow, George, and Aspen did a great job! 
Congrats to Willow, who is our new Aquarian secretary. Rosie is the new treasure, and Nova Ann is 
our new president. 

●​ It’s Fat Bear Weeks! We voted in the annual Katmai contest and look forward to more next week! 

For the good of the order and volunteer opportunities: 

●​ We are so thankful to the families last year who made it possible for fifth graders to go to camp this 
year. It’s time to start planning for next year. We are going to sell cotton candy at Trunk-or-Treat to 
raise money for outdoor school next year. We’d love some help spinning up some fun. If you are 
interested and available, click THIS Trunk-or-Treat is on October 11th. 

●​ It isn’t too early to start thinking about the science fair. All 3rd-5th-grade students do their own 
science fair project. While entry forms aren’t due until December, start talking with your child about it 
now. You can find this year’s science fair packet HERE. Mark your calendar for February 5 if you are 
interested in judging, too. We love parent, friend, and relative judges. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1l_g2_xXINf74VuS3omEs4pjm5pqmC360?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ozV-RlU605CQuJnusM3dsCVmKnYCK4sNG_aiT-d-9jc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1n3ImEfBvczHmBb26Vjnhv1WGcyGNZkRh?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1FTfnTJxXJA8RwsKOOYs_PZEu5UZZYXVk?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SkBFGMTRS7KbAnJA3GXGqOacgrfMdspTBtAimNBdjBU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n6BdSdwkBhlxlG06WqN5IPZyJQFWf_s8/view?usp=drive_link


●​ I need a volunteer. Can’t make it into school to volunteer easily? Love pictures and the yearbook? I 
have a job for you! We need someone to design our class yearbook page. I’ll supply pictures; you 
just have to make them look pretty. Let me know if you are interested. 

●​ Reminder: If your child makes corrections on any FQT, please be sure to let me know through email, 
remind, or have your child let me know. I don’t want to miss anything. 

  

Have a wonderful weekend! Enjoy the colors and beauty of fall.  See you Monday!  Smiles, Sarah 

September 19 
Dear 4/5 Families, 

Happy Friday! We had another great week. We buckled down and returned to school mode this week. Your 
children did some great work! This week: 

●​ On Monday, we completed and typed our second FQT about how the homeland sustained the Nez 
Perce people. 

●​ We listened to master storyteller, J.R. Spencer, tell “Coyote and the Monster,” and we read “How 
Beaver Stole Fire from the Pines”. Ask your child about them and what lessons these stories taught 
the Nez Perce children. We will complete our third FQT on those lessons next week. 

●​ We learned more about the tectonic plates and how they create mountains, volcanoes, and 
earthquakes as they move. 

●​ We began studying the New England Colonies and noticed some of the differences between them 
and the Southern Colonies. 

For the good of the order: 

●​ We are going potato picking with our little buddies on Thursday from 2:00 to 3:00. We will walk down 
to the Hermit Park area and would love someone to join us as a chaperone. Let me know if you are 
available. 

●​ We are so thankful to the families last year who made it possible for fifth graders to go to camp this 
year. It’s time to start planning for next year. We are going to sell cotton candy at Trunk-or-Treat to 
raise money for outdoor school next year. We’d love some help spinning up some fun. If you are 
interested and available, click THIS link. Trunk-or-Treat is on October 11th. 

●​ The Healthy Futures activity challenge is in full swing. If your child is getting 60 minutes of exercise 
for 15+ days per month, you can log in their activity HERE. They will get a small incentive for being 
active and healthy. 

●​ Please help your child log into Canvas from home. There is an assignment in the “computer things” 
module for them to open and type a short sentence, so I know they were able to do that. House 
points and extra credit for students who complete this. Directions for how to get into Canvas/Clever 
from home are HERE. 

●​ Progress reports went home this week. Check in with your child on how they are feeling. If your child 
corrects an assignment, especially an FQT, please be sure to remind them to tell me, or you can 
send me a quick email. I have no other way of being notified that they have made corrections, and I 
don’t want to miss anything. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SkBFGMTRS7KbAnJA3GXGqOacgrfMdspTBtAimNBdjBU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DIGqSD88CXrNcYUL6M6nNL0ZqPub_hGW5E55iEWFzvU/edit?usp=sharing


Your children worked hard this week, and I’m very proud of their perseverance and all the productive 
struggle they are doing. You are raising wonderful people.  I wish you a lovely weekend. 

  

Smiles, Sarah 

 

September 12 
Dear 4/5 Families, 

What a fantastic week it was.  Smiles, fun, hard work, and persevering through many things made up a lot 
of the week. This week: 

●​ We became experts on one aspect of the Nez Perce culture. We are building background knowledge 
to begin our novel in another week or so. We discussed topic sentences, gathered evidence, and 
explained and elaborated on the evidence for our next focusing question task (FQT). We will type 
that up on Monday. You have great thinkers! 

●​ We learned about daily life in the Southern Colonies. Ask your children about it and if they would 
want to be a part of them. We ended the week with a rip-roaring game of Southern Colony Jeopardy. 

●​ Fifth graders braved the Alaskan fall and worked their way through four fun stations at Outdoor 
School. They listened to the soundscape of nature with the AK museum. They learned to cast with 
fly rods and casting rods. They planted trees and did some birding, all while braving the liquid 
sunshine. There were so many smiles and so much fun. There are a ton of photos HERE. 

●​ Fourth graders worked with me to make the most amazing plaster masks. What creative people you 
have! We will hang them on the wall for a bit before sending them home. They also did some great 
teambuilding, managing to deliver “toxic” waste to the containment center; actually, just water into a 
trash can. 😊 It was an impressive feat and again, fun and teamwork were key. You can see photos 
of the masks and teambuilding HERE. 

●​ I love your kids; it was so much fun to see them shine this week. 

For the good of the order: 

●​ Finished t-shirts were passed out and worn today for house hour. They are AMAZING!!! Each of your 
children captured both themselves and their house in a personal design. I ironed them onto the 
shirts you sent in (after dying them in house colors). Because they are plastic iron-ons, they have to 
be washed very carefully. Use COLD water and hang them to dry so the plastic does not melt. A few 
kids left their shirts here for me to wash and save for them. You can see photos of them all HERE. 

●​ I have a volunteer job if someone can help out. We’ll be practicing using a dichotomous rock key (of 
sorts) in a few weeks, and we'll start with a jellybean dichotomous key. I’d love some help sorting 
jellybeans. If you are interested, let me know, and I’ll get you the jellybeans. If you want to know 
what’s involved, the directions are HERE. 

●​ The Healthy Futures activity challenge is in full swing. If your child is getting 60 minutes of exercise 
for 15+ days per month, you can log in their activity HERE. They will get a small incentive for being 
active and healthy if you complete the form. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IN1EN0p8gn8wAWC7qhR6YWLVTUpb1sxP?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13vaLFetQ9g1uYp4eVZysnjjI_te0MDE4?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1FLiij2uAc8ZHKnzzNvc6kNaxL0OLIwUi?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13UV1mBZO7IHn6nJfawX7UFWanaAqGbaaJsGw5evk6Jc/edit?tab=t.0


●​ Mark your calendars – We have a date for the UAA basketball event, November 7th from about 
10:15-2:45(ish). We will need a few volunteers to go with us. (This is another “5th grade” event, but 
we are working hard to take everyone this year.) 

  

That's it, it was a great week. Have a fantastic weekend! I look forward to seeing you all on Monday. 

Smiles, Sarah 

Class Photos Folder 

September 5 
Dear 4/5 Families, 

It was so nice to see so many of you at Open House. We share the best school around and your fantastic 
children, who bring me so much joy every day. Yehooo for home-school teams. This was a busy week! 

●​ We rocked the MAP reading and math assessments. This is the first fall assessment. It is totally 
normal to go down from spring scores after a summer of Alaskan fun. Please don’t be concerned if 
your child’s scores took a typical summer slump. We will work hard this year, and growth over time is 
what we want. Your children are working up a storm, and I am proud of their hard work. 

●​ We started a new Focusing Question: How did the Nez Perce’s homeland sustain their lifestyle and 
culture? We read about their homeland in the Oregon, Washington, and Idaho area, and each 
student will become an expert on a particular part of their culture – food, clothing, transportation, or 
shelter. Ask your child what they are interested in studying more closely. 

●​ We finished learning about the layers of the Earth and how the currents in the Earth’s mantle drives 
the movement of the tectonic plates. 

●​ We met and hung out with our little buddies. It is a huge delight to watch your children become 
elders and leaders. And the comments are hilarious!! My favorite was, “Wow, those littles have so 
much energy! I’m worn out.” I love the growing up that happens with buddies.  

●​ Designed our own house t-shirts with the shirts you sent in. They are going to be awesome! 
●​ Finally, we discussed joking, teasing, and using three levels of strong “stop” language to be heard 

when something isn’t fun or funny anymore. 

For the good of the order: 

●​ Next week is Outdoor School for 5th graders – Wednesday and Thursday. Please find your child’s 
rain gear and warm things, as they will spend two days outside. They should come prepared for all 
weather each day. An extra-large lunch and extra snacks are also a good idea. 

●​ I’ll be with the 5th graders in the mornings (4th graders will be in special classes) and then with the 4th 
graders doing some fun teambuilding in the afternoons. 

●​ Jog-a-Thon paperwork went home on Tuesday. It is September 26. 
●​ Students are almost always allowed to make corrections or improve an assignment. To me, this is an 

important part of the learning process. There is a cut-off towards the end of the quarter, so please try 
to check Parent Connect and discuss things with your child with enough time if they would like to 
redo or improve something. The first FQT 1 writing assignment was graded and went home with 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1l_g2_xXINf74VuS3omEs4pjm5pqmC360?usp=drive_link


your child today. Be sure to ask to see it. I provide printed copies of their writing with my 
feedback/rubric, and I attach it to the journal that we worked on together in class.  You can also see 
it all in Canvas/Google, too. Let me know if you have questions. 

  

Family Homework: Accessing Google and Canvas from home is a plus for making corrections on writing 
assignments or accessing things if you are away on vacation. Please try to find time to set up a separate 
profile for your child on your home computer. This will prevent your information from becoming confused 
with theirs and allows them to access their Google Drive and Canvas from home. Sometimes you can use 
an incognito window to log them in, but the fail-proof way is to create a profile for them on your computer. 
There is a tiny assignment in Canvas worth house points for students who can get this done. If this is tricky, 
let me know. I can set up some time to help out if you can bring your computer to school. Sometimes, 
problem-solving in person can make it easier.   

Directions for how to get into Canvas/Clever from home are HERE. 

I hope you have a great weekend!! 

Smiles, Sarah 

August 29 
Dear Families, 

                  Please forgive me for incorrectly sending my Math newsletters to everyone. There was a 
change in our email system that I was not aware of, and it went out to everyone by mistake. We had a 
fantastic, busy week! This week: 

●​ We began language arts. Our first focusing question was: How did U.S. westward expansion 
impact Native American cultures in the West? We read several articles and had some great 
discussions about them. You have great thinkers. 

●​ We wrote our first FQT (Focusing Question Task), answering the focusing question by 
summarizing an article we read this week. 

●​ In social studies, we discussed colonization and the reasons why people leave their homes to 
move to a new location, particularly to the 13 original colonies. We also conducted a 
Jamestown simulation to examine the difficult choices the settlers faced after arriving in 
Virginia. Ask your child if they “survived”. 

●​ In science, we are digging into the Earth’s layers. We learned about the crust and the lithosphere 
this week. We will reinforce this knowledge next week and learn more. Learning about these 
layers will help us understand how the Earth’s crust moves and changes. 

●​ Finally, we began our vocabulary routine. Each week, your child will learn, practice, and work with 
6-10 words. Most Friday’s there will be a short open-note quiz on the words. You can see this 
quarter’s words and help your child work with them at THIS link. This was week 1, and we took a 
practice quiz that won’t be graded. Next week, we’ll skip ahead to week 3. 😊 

●​ At the epic Agility Challenge on Monday, Responsabilidad was victorious. Green Team - Living 
the Dream! Everyone had fun. On Tuesday, your children did an amazing job at the assembly. I 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1DIGqSD88CXrNcYUL6M6nNL0ZqPub_hGW5E55iEWFzvU%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Cc46ba0d0bf724c9a9be908ddecf453b6%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638927256309533425%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RkdKhkyb%2FX8PaHnL%2Bn0iCqH2VcYf0fwRrbVdFWjeIY0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1t2UqXpggeJ_KuTO3h4e_UEtC7sfjAcv86jl0IK3Qq48%2Fedit%3Fslide%3Did.p%23slide%3Did.p&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7C22367708b64441e0256008dde75fe483%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638921121242462739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tNC64dxFbyQobBO9Cx9ypRg9fQb%2BqGwX7UjnUBDofcU%3D&reserved=0


am so proud of the hard work they are putting into becoming leaders and everything we are 
doing in our classroom. 

●​ Thank you so much for all your support at the bake sale on Monday. OMG! It was probably the 
best I’ve ever had in 20 years at Aquarian. We made $252 for our classroom. Wow, thank you. 

  

A few important upcoming things/reminders: 

●​ We will be MAP testing next week on Sept 2 &3 - Tuesday/Wednesday. Please help your child 
get a good night’s sleep and have some good brain food in their lunches. 

●​ Next Friday is the Aquarian Open House and Ice Cream Social from 5-7 pm. I'll have a short 
chat/presentation right at the start, so come to my room first. :-)  

●​ ASD has a new phone/smart watch policy. All phones and smart watches must be off and in 
backpacks during the day. If your child has a smart watch or phone, please discuss this with 
them. 

●​ We had four microwave fires this week. As you pack lunches, please be aware that there is a 
30-second limit on microwave use. If something needs longer, students have to get back in line. 

●​ We scheduled a field trip to the museum for December 17th. Mark your calendars. We will need 
chaperones to help us get there, and I hope you can join us. 

●​ Super thanks to Laura, Marten's mom, and Tapia, Viva's mom, who can help out with 5th-grade 
Outdoor School. We have room for two more chaperones if anyone else would like to join us. Let 
me know. 

Enjoy the long weekend and sun tonight. I’ll see you all on Tuesday! 

 Smiles, Sarah 

 

August 22 
Dear Room 5 Families, 

Happy Friday! We had so much fun at the park today, and a busy, wonderful week.  This week: 

●​ We worked hard at House Leadership Academy to build our house families, to prepare signs for 
the incoming Kindies, and to create amazing performances for our house assembly on Tuesday 
morning. Each house is going into the Kindy classrooms and presenting to them about their 
houses. I love all this leadership and speaking practice! 

●​ We built our class community playing some fun raccoon circle games (see photos below). We 
discussed our class norms and wrote a class constitution. 

●​ We created an art piece that captures our hearts in words and watercolor. They are beautiful. 
You can see them on the walls next week or at our open house. 

●​ We continued talking about the Earth’s four spheres and looked at Wegener’s theory of 
continental drift in science. Your children should know the four spheres now! 



●​ Ask your child about their reading goal for 1st quarter and our shrinky dink reading chains. I like 
to do a choose-your-own-adventure reading challenge. We’ll check in on their goals at the end of 
the quarter. 

●​ Photos from the week HERE 
●​ The culture homework is due on Monday. I’m impressed with how many people have turned it in 

already. This assignment is small and is meant to spark a little conversation about your family 
to relate to our study of the Nimiipuu (or Nez Perce) people and their culture. We will look at 
their traditions and root it with a glimpse of yours. 

Important Upcoming Dates: 

●​ Breakfast Bake Sale this Monday! Sign up below to help or send something in. Everything helps! 
Thank you so much for making Aquarian and our classroom great!​
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C49A4AD2BA4F94-58034515-45class 

●​ Wear house colors on Monday and Tuesday! Monday is our house agility challenge; a champion 
will be crowned. Tuesday is our big house assembly. 

●​ Picture Day is August 27, @ 2:10 pm is photo time for our class. See the information at the end 
of this email for important order information. 

●​ Math begins on Thursday, August 28th. I told your children who they had for math today. Math 
teachers should reach out soon. 

●​ Thanks to everyone who has sent in supply money. It’s not too late if you haven’t yet. You can 
send a check, cash, or Venmo @Sarah-Fineman (6731 are my last 4 phone number digits). All 4th 
and 5th-grade teachers ask for $40. 

●​ Sept 2 – ASAs begin 
●​ Sept 5th – Open House/Ice Cream Social 

  

I love teaching your children. We worked so hard building our routines and community this week. I see 
your children and all the hard work they are doing. I think the world of them. I feel fortunate to spend 
my days with them! May there be lots of sleep in the next two days. Have a fantastic weekend. 

Smiles, Sarah 

August 15 
Dear Families, 

Happy Friday!!  We made it through the first (very short) week with flying colors!  It is awesome to begin 
exploring with your children. I love them already. What wonderful humans they are. We worked hard 
learning our routines, expectations, and getting to know our new classroom community.  We talked about 
getting along together and grappled with the concepts of respect and dignity. We learned about the Earth’s 
four spheres, and we also began an amazing art/writing project about ourselves. It was a busy and 
wonderful two days! 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1qFd4TEUZ3_WXHbimWzpMr6KpBJOvFmmH%3Fusp%3Ddrive_link&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7C7608d2a1bde940e4262c08dde1f32967%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638915156691449100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vVWr4cwb0dcwr9C7X9PYLdLqxtI%2BtlxA6bBSHJpuL9k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F70A0C49A4AD2BA4F94-58034515-45class&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7C7608d2a1bde940e4262c08dde1f32967%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638915156691468392%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Bp90NNHbhyTtfbwjjc8pdGyoGqhLKoJK%2F4r9wCebSZA%3D&reserved=0


Ask your child about their “tree” for our class mobile. See if they can tell you about the four spheres of the 
Earth (geo-, bio-, hydro-, and atmos-). It is ok if they can’t yet.  Also ask them about living “ish-fully.” I’ve 
heard lots of talk about getting to know new people, and it warms my heart. Ms. Noelle, our 
paraprofessional extraordinaire, is working to create a space at lunch where our class can invite people 
from other classes to sit with us so we can have time together. HERE are some photos from our first two 
days. 

We are planning a walking field trip to Fish Creek Park next Friday. We’d love a parent or two to join us if 
you might want to play in hopefully the not-rain. 😊 Let me know if you can hang with us from 12:30-2:45-ish 
on Friday next week. Technically, we only really need one person, but more are welcome to join us if you’d 
like. Walking field trip permission slips were sent home yesterday. Please return them by Wednesday. There 
is also a student info sheet coming home. It is for your child to fill out. It just helps me get to know them a 
little better, their likes, etc. There is no due date or pressure for that – whenever they turn it in, I’ll learn a bit 
about them. 

Heads Up: Look for a family culture sheet to come home on Monday. We will work with it in class the 
following Monday, Aug 25. I’m sending it early so there is plenty of time to complete it. Please help your 
child think about it and jot down the answers. They will be used for a discussion in language arts. They don’t 
have to be perfect. Feel free to send it back early if it is complete. 

Our first class bake sale is a morning one! August 25th. Let me know if you can help by either sending in 
breakfast goodies or if you can help set up and sell. I’ve never done a morning bake sale, so fingers 
crossed.  A book order went home if you’re looking for good books to kick off the new year. No pressure. 

Thanks to everyone who has sent in supply money. If you haven’t yet, you can send a check, cash, or 
Venmo @Sarah-Fineman (6731 are my last 4 phone number digits). I ask for $40 and use this for all our 
supplies I’ve purchased and more good things for the year. Check out my website if you have questions 
about what we will learn this year and other good stuff. Thanks to all who sent in a t-shirt, too. We are going 
to make some fun class shirts. If you haven’t, please look for a shirt you can send. They don’t have to be 
new, just ones that will fit. We won’t do this before Aug 30, so no big rush. 😊 

We have so many great photos from you on our digital frame, thank you. If you haven’t yet, don’t forget to 
email me 3-4 photos of your family for it. fineman_sarah@asdk12.org  

Next week, we will have House Leadership Academy (HLA) every morning. Encourage your children to 
wear their house colors. We are going to prep them to lead our first house assembly on August 26th. They 
are the “big kids” now and are going to run the show. I love helping your children become great school 
leaders. Help your child think about how they will represent their house and bring some fun to the assembly.  

Are you interested in a way to connect with other 4/5 families? It is a little more challenging now that we 
can’t create a class contact list. To help with this, a thoughtful parent has set up a WhatsApp group to help 
you make connections or arrange times to play, etc. If you are interested in joining, you can click the link 
below.  https://chat.whatsapp.com/FY2sKZmQxvyKctFFevyFVk?mode=ac_t 

I hope you have a fantastic weekend and that everyone sleeps in tomorrow.  Be gentle with your children; 
they are tired. I love being their teacher already!!! Our class Rocks! Happy Friday and happy weekend!! 

Smiles, Sarah 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1l_g2_xXINf74VuS3omEs4pjm5pqmC360?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/asdk12.net/sarah-fs-5th-grade/home
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FFY2sKZmQxvyKctFFevyFVk%3Fmode%3Dac_t&data=05%7C02%7Cfineman_sarah%40asdk12.org%7Cdeadd73b87464ddfcb2b08ddd9755e63%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C638905820378249597%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0ZDa8NgjNOR5JggQe8ZKbShKCvSL5nLwLNczkTZMUKI%3D&reserved=0


P.S. Whew, that was a LONG one. If you made it this far, thank you!! You are a rock star parent, and your 
children and I appreciate it. 

 

August 8 
Dear Families, 

  

Happy Weekend and welcome (almost) back to school. I sent a letter to your child last week, so hopefully it 

arrived. Please let me know if it didn’t. I am so excited about our year together. I’ve been working away 

putting our classroom back together after summer and getting ready for school to start on Thursday. Ms. 

Noelle, our paraprofessional, and I can’t wait to all be together to kick off the year. 

  

I have a few housekeeping things. Here is the link to my website: bit.ly/SarahMultiage . You can find all 

sorts of information about our year - school supplies, class information, curriculum (we are on the 5th grade 

rotation this year, meaning 5th grade curriculum and field trips), expectations, etc. There is also a short 

optional Back to School Questionnaire to fill out. Taking a minute to do that is very helpful. I’m so impressed 

with how many people have already been on and sent supply money and photos. Thank you! 

  

On that note, I have a fun digital photo frame that I like to load up with family pictures from you. Please, 

send me an email (or reply to this) with 3-4 photos of your family that I can add to our digital frame to make 

us smile. Lastly, I use Q emails to send out my weekly newsletter. Check in with your people. Did everyone 

you’d like to get my emails, get this? If not, Q/Parent Connect may need the correct email address. We can 

make that happen, chat with Annie in the office. 

  

Have a great weekend! I look forward to a fantastic year together. See you on Thursday, all decked out in 

your house colors and ready for a great year! 

  

Smiles, 

Sarah 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/asdk12.net/sarah-fs-5th-grade/home
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	December 18 
	December 12 
	​​Dear 4/5 Families, 
	Happy Friday! It was nice to have a “normal” week and be together all five days. Next week, when we meet with our little buddies, Mr. Paul and I are hoping to do a wrap-your-buddy challenge. If you have any extra wrapping paper of any kind, or any holiday, that you could donate, we would appreciate it. Bows would be fun too if you have extras. This is a fun way to make big/little buddy memories. 
	This week we: 
	●​Planned our exploded moments and worked on formatting dialogue, using both narration and dialogue to move the plot forward 
	●​Simulated a negotiation of the Treaty of Paris that ended the American Revolution 
	●​Discussed the difference between a natural hazard and a natural disaster, and what we can do to stay safe 
	●​Formed movie groups and began brainstorming and scripting. If you haven’t already, ask your child about their movie plot! We’ll finish writing next week. Over break, students will gather costumes and props, and we’ll start filming on January 6. 
	Looking ahead:​On Thursday next week, we’ll have a class spaghetti feed - lunch together with good food and fun. You’re still welcome to send a lunch, especially if your child doesn’t like pasta. I’ll have sauce separate and butter available for those who prefer it plain. Please let me know if your child has any allergies I should consider. 
	Stay warm out there, and have a great weekend! 
	Smiles,​Sarah 
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