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Project Introduction:

For this project, our cohort staged a fashion runway intervention turning waste into wearable
outfits. Our muse was that in a news cycle populated with daily cases of violence, pollution, drug
abuse, gender equality, etc, what if protest could be worn instead of being held up & shouted. 12
design teams designed outfits using a variety of waste materials such as old, discarded
newspapers, polythene, plastic bottles, discarded cigarette butts, etc. We turned the to the runway
at ULAB for a public fashion show on Sept 2, 2022; with different outfits themed after different
issues; a newspaper skirt stitched with headlines of rape and abuse, a bridal dress made of
polythene which questioned the idea of comfort, concept and the gender specific absence of
pockets, a cigarette butt necklace symbolizing addiction amongst others. The pieces blended 2
vastly different worlds of activism & fashion to leave a tangible and lasting effect on the viewers.

Project Justification:

For this project we chose fashion as the medium of expression as it’s an embodiment of both
everyday style and performance and has the power to reach people who may never enter a gallery
or read a policy brief. By using up-cycling practices the show also critiqued fast fashion’s inherent
wastage and modelled a tangible alternative, re-use - both rhetorical and practical. The runway
also helped us layer multiple symbolism and messaging such as bruised makeup, rope chain
motifs headline typography, such that the audiences could also feel the stakes and not just
understand them. This approach aligned with the course’s goal for converging media forms
(design, story, live events) along with public interest communications (raising awareness, sparking
dialogue) into something that was cohesive, visible & doable. Partnering with the campus stage
gave us legitimacy & greater reach whilst also helped us ensure the safety of the participants &
keep the cost down to a minimum.
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Self-Reflection:

This project stretched me to the limits on concept, craft and ethics and pushed me to think
creatively and out of the usual box. On the crafting side I learnt how to design and craft whilst
staying with the creative constraints that we set for ourselves, balancing aesthetics & durability.
On the other hand, we also had to work on the messaging portion to ensure that our outfits exhibit
strong imagery and conceptual messaging. I have noticed how strong visual messaging has the
power to extend beyond the auditorium via photos and posts. The hardest part of it all was to
handle the sensitive themes with elegance and grace whilst ensuring that we grounded the issues
without resorting to sensationalism and gave the credits to sources wherever applicable.



