FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
BRISTOL, CT

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
August 16, 2026, 9:30 a.m.

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather
the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is
unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how

might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word

and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.

+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you
rest.” In the name of God, Father, '+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN All Are Welcome ELW 641 (vs. 1,2 & 4)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be
known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save.
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality,
or any other category.

A reading from Isaiah, chapter 56.



'Thus says the Lorb: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come and my
deliverance be revealed.

¢ And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lorb, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lorb,
and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant—
"these | will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall be called a house of
prayer for all peoples. ® Thus says the Lord Gob, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: | will gather
others to them besides those already gathered.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Isaiah 56: 1,6-8

Psalm 67 (read responsively)

"May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us.

2Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

“ Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all
the nations on earth.

°Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

®The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us.

"May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

Second Reading

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have
been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

A reading from Romans, chapter 11.

Paul writes: "1 ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 22 God has not rejected his people whom
he foreknew.

29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *° Just as you were once disobedient to God but
have now received mercy because of their disobedience, *' so also they have now been disobedient
in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 3 For God has
imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32
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Gospel

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious
outsider approaches him for help.

The holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 15. Glory to you, O Lord.

1% Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:'"it is not what goes into
the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” "> Then the
disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard
what you said?” *He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
uprooted. " Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another,
both will fall into a pit.” "> But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” ' Then he said, “Are you
also still without understanding? ' Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the
stomach and goes out into the sewer? '® But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart,
and this is what defiles. "° For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual
immorality, theft, false witness, slander. ?° These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed
hands does not defile.”

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 2> Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my
daughter is tormented by a demon.” 2 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and
urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” * He answered, “l was sent only
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” ?° But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help
me.” 2 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” ?” She said,
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 2 Then Jesus
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed from that moment.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ Matthew 15: 10-28

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(aimed toward Grades K thru 6™ but those younger are welcomed with an accompanying adult).

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Build A Longer Table ACS 1062
L: APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

L: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s
creation.

A brief silence.



For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and
harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of
your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our healer, we continue to pray for those on our prayer list. In addition we lift up to your care
these loved ones and concerns that we name aloud or in our hearts before you now...(time is allowed
for additions). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Now may we lift up praise and thanksgiving for Restored Health, Life Celebrations and God Sightings
for which we are joyful...(time is allowed for responses). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

GIFTS ARE RECEIVED - In gratitude for all God has given, you are invited to share a portion as the
offering plates are passed at this time. Thank You!

Offerings towards our Ministries are also welcomed by scanning this code with
your phone camera.

SONG OF GRATITUDE Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689 (vs. 3)

L: OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD'S PRAYER

Trusting in God's mercy, let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
The gifts of God for the people of God.

At Faith all are welcome to receive Holy Communion. You are invited to come forward by the center
aisle to fill in along the rail from the center to the sides. You may either stand or kneel to receive
bread (or gluten-free wafers upon request) and wine (or white grape juice) in pre-filled glasses. Empty
glasses can be placed in baskets provided as you return by the side aisles to your seat for silent
meditation. If you need communion brought to you, please notify the usher.
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grant us peace, grant us peace,

L: POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

REMINDERS
(If you are giving a reminder, come stand in the chancel by the lectern as the altar is cleared).
SENDING HYMN Oh, Praise the Gracious Power ELW 651 (vs. 1-5)

SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Let us show a sign of peace with one another as we go forth.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, August 16, 2026
Presiding Minister: Pastor James Krauser

Musician: Heidi Flower

Assisting Minister: Arlene Creswell

Lector: Jill Little

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Jon Fitzgerald, Roy Tessman, Bob Cummiskey
Altar Guild: Kristen, Connor and Emily Pratt
Communion Assistants: Jill Little and Brian Biernat
Greeters: Sharon Modeen and Roy Oulette

Coffee Time: Sharon Messenger and Cookie Capsalors

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763. Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528 and CCLI
#22340990. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, August 16, 2026

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Time

Thursday, August 20, 2026

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon

Saturday, August 22, 2026

12:00 p.m. Women'’s Circle — Quarterly Birthday Celebration at Eastside Restaurant, New Britain
Sunday, August 23, 2026

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Congregational Conversation and Elevated Coffee Time

2:00 p.m. Pride Festival

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT 06010

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@FaithBristolCT.org

Pastor Chris Dion, phone: 860.989.3507

Faith In Action...Attendance and Offering for the week of August 9, 2026
Facebook 4...YouTube 8...In Person 75...Total 87 ...Offering $4484.26




