
I Am Not My Skin 
 
PROVOCATEUR 
Your first and last names 

 

 
Your question 
"Tell us about yourself." is a common question 
in a job interview. Many people share simple 
things, such as hobbies. Why does Yona share 
very personal details of his life with the strangers of the interview committee? 
 
Before class: Read the story and write your opinion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During class: Share your opinion and add to your notes 

​ First, you meet with classmates who answered the same question. Compare answers. 
Add any new thoughts to your notes above. 

​ Second, you meet in a new group. Each classmate has a different question. Read your 
question and give your opinion. Share the thoughts of other students who had the 
same question as you. Ask your classmates for their opinions. Add their responses to 
your notes. 

 



After class: Extend your thinking 
Respond to one of these four questions. Write a paragraph. Be sure to connect your answer 
to something from the story. 

1.​ This story is based on real-life events. Watch this video about people with albinism in 
Tanzania (the link is on our website). Why do you think the author wrote this work of 
fiction when there is so much of this story in the actual news? 

2.​ Explore the United Nations' website about International Albinism Awareness Day 
(the link is on our website). What is happening to people with albinism in other parts 
of the world? 

3.​ Standing Voice is an organization that defends the rights of people with albinism in 
Africa. Visit this page of its website to read the stories of people's experiences (the link 
is on our website). Compare their experience with Yona. How does it make you feel to 
know that Yona's story could be real? 

4.​ In addition to discrimination, people with albinism face major health problems. What 
are they? Explain. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I Am Not My Skin 
 
FIREBRAND 
Your first and last names 

 

 
Your question 
Yona's faith in religion is "elusive." Why? 
 
 
 
Before class: Read the story and write your opinion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During class: Share your opinion and add to your notes 

​ First, you meet with classmates who answered the same question. Compare answers. 
Add any new thoughts to your notes above. 

​ Second, you meet in a new group. Each classmate has a different question. Read your 
question and give your opinion. Share the thoughts of other students who had the 
same question as you. Ask your classmates for their opinions. Add their responses to 
your notes. 

 



After class: Extend your thinking 
Respond to one of these four questions. Write a paragraph. Be sure to connect your answer 
to something from the story. 

1.​ This story is based on real-life events. Watch this video about people with albinism in 
Tanzania (the link is on our website). Why do you think the author wrote this work of 
fiction when there is so much of this story in the actual news? 

2.​ Explore the United Nations' website about International Albinism Awareness Day 
(the link is on our website). What is happening to people with albinism in other parts 
of the world? 

3.​ Standing Voice is an organization that defends the rights of people with albinism in 
Africa. Visit this page of its website to read the stories of people's experiences (the link 
is on our website). Compare their experience with Yona. How does it make you feel to 
know that Yona's story could be real? 

4.​ In addition to discrimination, people with albinism face major health problems. What 
are they? Explain. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I Am Not My Skin 
 
KINDLER 
Your first and last names 

 

 
Your question 
Why does Yona decide to confront 
Saimoni  and the intruder in the 
graveyard? 
 
 
Before class: Read the story and write your opinion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During class: Share your opinion and add to your notes 

​ First, you meet with classmates who answered the same question. Compare answers. 
Add any new thoughts to your notes above. 

​ Second, you meet in a new group. Each classmate has a different question. Read your 
question and give your opinion. Share the thoughts of other students who had the 
same question as you. Ask your classmates for their opinions. Add their responses to 
your notes. 

 



After class: Extend your thinking 
Respond to one of these four questions. Write a paragraph. Be sure to connect your answer 
to something from the story. 

1.​ This story is based on real-life events. Watch this video about people with albinism in 
Tanzania (the link is on our website). Why do you think the author wrote this work of 
fiction when there is so much of this story in the actual news? 

2.​ Explore the United Nations' website about International Albinism Awareness Day 
(the link is on our website). What is happening to people with albinism in other parts 
of the world? 

3.​ Standing Voice is an organization that defends the rights of people with albinism in 
Africa. Visit this page of its website to read the stories of people's experiences (the link 
is on our website). Compare their experience with Yona. How does it make you feel to 
know that Yona's story could be real? 

4.​ In addition to discrimination, people with albinism face major health problems. What 
are they? Explain. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I Am Not My Skin 
 
INSTIGATOR  
Your first and last names 

 

 
Your question 
What does Yona mean when he says, 
"There was something magical about being 
ignored, something extraordinary about 
being ordinary"? 
 
Before class: Read the story and write your opinion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During class: Share your opinion and add to your notes 

​ First, you meet with classmates who answered the same question. Compare answers. 
Add any new thoughts to your notes above. 

​ Second, you meet in a new group. Each classmate has a different question. Read your 
question and give your opinion. Share the thoughts of other students who had the 
same question as you. Ask your classmates for their opinions. Add their responses to 
your notes. 

 



After class: Extend your thinking 
Respond to one of these four questions. Write a paragraph. Be sure to connect your answer 
to something from the story. 

1.​ This story is based on real-life events. Watch this video about people with albinism in 
Tanzania (the link is on our website). Why do you think the author wrote this work of 
fiction when there is so much of this story in the actual news? 

2.​ Explore the United Nations' website about International Albinism Awareness Day 
(the link is on our website). What is happening to people with albinism in other parts 
of the world? 

3.​ Standing Voice is an organization that defends the rights of people with albinism in 
Africa. Visit this page of its website to read the stories of people's experiences (the link 
is on our website). Compare their experience with Yona. How does it make you feel to 
know that Yona's story could be real? 

4.​ In addition to discrimination, people with albinism face major health problems. What 
are they? Explain. 
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