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War Department Announces;
Oshkosh Lieutenant Disap-
peared May 8, in Trip Over
German Area
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Second Lieut. Searl “Spud”
Pickett, 134 Waugoo street, hus- -
band of Mrs, Helen Pickett, and
sori of Mr, and Mrs. George E.
Pickett, was reported missing in
action by the war department, ac-
cording to a wire received last
night by the parents.

~The government message said
the youth was missing since May
8 in raids over Germany. Lieuten-
ant Pickett was first pilot on a
Flying Fortress and Lad been over-
seas but a few weeks. (The Osh-’
kosh Daily Northwestern reported
that Berlin was the c¢bjective on
May 8 of more than 2,000 alhedl'
planes.)

Born in Wautoma ‘
Searl Piclcett was born in. Wau-
toma and came to Oshkosh about
15 years ago. He graduated from|
Oshkosh High school in 1936 and
while in school played in the band.
He attended the Osnkosh State
Teachers college for a year and a
half. He was active in musical
organizations, and as a member of
the Oshkosh local of the American
Federation of Musicians, played
with several local orchestras, |

Entering service 'in November,
1941, he was a member of the in-
fantry and played in the infantry
band for ihree months.  Later he
transferred to the air corps! in
September, 1942, and had received
pilot training until some time aft-
er the first of the year when he
was sent overseas. His letter of
April 15, 1944, to his relatives stat-
ed that he was overseas and had
been there for a while, though he
did not mention when he arrived.

On Feb. 13, 1943, he’ married
Helen Nintzel in Oshkosh,
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First Lt. Searl G. Pickett, 134
Waugoo street, was with the
Eighth air force, 388th heavy
bomber . group, 561st bomber
squadron, and. was awarded the
air medal, purple heart, good con-
duct medal, ETO service ribbon.
He was pilot of a B-17 and has
been released from active duty.!
He enlisted Nov. 29, 1941. ‘




SEARL PIGKETT
IS NAZIS' PRISONER

Lieutenant, Previously Re-
ported Missing, Is in Camp
Somewhere in Germany

Mrs. Helen Pickett and Mr. and
Mrs. George E. Pickett, 134 Wau-
goo street, wife and parents, re-
spectively, of Second Lieut. Searl
“Spud” Pickett, have received
word the Oshkosh youth is now a
prisoner of war.

On May 21, the trio received a
government message which said
the lieutenant, a first pilot on a
Flying Fortress, was listed missing
in action since May 8, over
Europe. The wir® received last
night said that through informa-
tion received from the Interna-
tional Red Cross, the youth was’
now a prisoner of war in Germany
and that a letter, giving additional
details, would follow

Searl entered service in Novem-
ber, 1941, and first was with an
lnfantrv band. Later he trans-
ferred to the air corps, in Sep-
tember, 1942, and was sent over-
seas in spring. In fact, he had been
overseas just a short while before
he. was listed missing in action. A
letter dated in April of this year
told his parents he was overseas
though it did not state when he
arrived.




Surviving are hh widow; two sons, Searl Pickett Jr.,

Appleton,

and Elliot Pickett, Fond du Lac; three step-

both of Fond du Lac,

sons, John and William Milbauer,

and Michael Milbauer, Madison; two sisters, Mrs. Jess

(Jean) Sitter, Milwaukee, and Janet Docherty, Oshkosh,



