
English Language Arts -  GRADE 7 
CURRICULUM MAP 

                                                                                                                       
INSTRUCTIONAL 

TIME PERIOD 
SKILLS/OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT 

Unit 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Basics 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Recognize the central idea of a text. 
●​ Identify key features in writing a summary.  
●​ Use conventions of standardized English grammar correctly when writing and speaking.  
●​ Review common types of sentences (simple, compound, complex). 
●​ Use appropriate capitalization with beginning of sentences, titles, and proper nouns. 
●​ Use correct punctuation when writing. 
●​ Use common prefixes, roots, and suffixes to help with appropriate spelling.  

 
 
Standards: 
Reading: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6 
 
Writing: 7.9  
 
Speaking and Listening: 7.2  
 
Language: 7.2, 7.5, 7.6  
 
 

●​ Annotations  
●​ Summary writing of various 

texts 
●​ StudySync Blasts - 

comprehension checks and 
writing responses 

●​ StudySync skill checks 
●​ Parts of Speech Quest- 

digital  
●​ DreamScape- digital 
●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ Partner-pair share 
●​ Discussion posts 
●​ Journal entries 

 

Unit 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diverse Abilities 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Recognize the central idea of a text.  
●​ Begin to identify the theme of a text.  
●​ Write an informative piece that uses text evidence to support a claim.   
●​ Cite text evidence using proper MLA format.  
●​ Consider how word choice might affect the intended audience when writing.   
●​ Use person-first language in speaking and writing.  
●​ Present claims and findings, emphasizing significant points in a focused manner using relevant evidence.  
●​ Use conventions of standardized English correctly when writing and speaking.  
●​ Recognize and correct common errors in standardized English related to phrases and clauses.  
●​ Use appropriate spelling, capitalization, and punctuation when writing. 
●​ Use common prefixes, roots, and suffixes to help with appropriate spelling.  
●​ Use correct punctuation when writing. 

 

●​ Annotations  
●​ Class discussion- 

Socratic seminar 
●​ Reading guides 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ StudySync Blasts - 

comprehension checks 
and writing responses 

●​ StudySync skill checks 
●​ Parts of Speech Quest- 

digital  
●​ DreamScape- digital 
●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ Partner-pair share 
●​ Discussion posts 
●​ Journal entries 

 



 
 

 
Standards: 
Reading: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6 
 
Writing:  7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7, 7.8, 7.9 
 
Speaking and Listening: 7.1, 7.2, 7.4 
 
Language: 7.1, 7.5, 7.6 
 
 

●​ Character mapping 

Unit 3 Making Inferences/Mystery Narrative 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Write a narrative piece that includes imagined experiences, descriptive details, and a well-structured event 
sequence. 

●​ Select a point of view to convey a particular message in the narrative piece.  
●​ Consider how word choice might affect the intended audience when writing.   
●​ Use conventions of standardized English correctly when writing and speaking.  
●​ Use appropriate spelling, capitalization, and punctuation when writing. 
●​ Use common prefixes, roots, and suffixes to help with appropriate spelling.  
●​ Use correct punctuation when writing. 
 

 
Standards: 
Reading: 7.1, 7.4, 7.5  
 
Writing: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7  
 
Speaking and Listening: 7.1, 7.4  
 
Language: 7.2, 7.5, 7.6 
 
 

●​ Annotations  
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ StudySync Blasts - 

comprehension checks and 
writing responses 

●​ StudySync skill checks 
●​ Parts of Speech Quest- digital  
●​ DreamScape- digital 
●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ Partner-pair share 
●​ Discussion posts 
●​ Journal entries 
●​ Narrative writing piece 
●​ Peer editing 
●​ Mapping of narrative arc 

 

Unit 4 Creative Writing Portfolio 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Identify different types of creative writing (prose, poetry, biography, theater).  
●​ Write creative pieces using character development, setting/world building, dialogue, mood.  
●​ Consider how word choice might affect the intended audience when writing.  
●​ Independently select writing types and determine the best suited audience for each.  

●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ StudySync Blasts - 

comprehension checks and 
writing responses 

●​ StudySync skill checks 
●​ DreamScape- digital 
●​ Vocabulary quizzes 

 



 
 

●​ Use conventions of standardized English correctly when writing and speaking.  
●​ Use appropriate spelling, capitalization, and punctuation when writing. 
●​ Use common prefixes, roots, and suffixes to help with appropriate spelling.  
●​ Use correct punctuation when writing. 

 
 
Standards: 
Reading: 7.1, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6 
 
Writing:  7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.6 
 
Speaking and Listening: 7.1 
 
Language: 7.1, 7.3, 7.5, 7.6 
 
 

●​ Partner-pair share 
●​ Discussion posts 
●​ Journal entries 
●​ Peer editing 
●​ Writing portfolio- writing 

exercises and free writing 

Unit 5 Informational/Nonfiction Texts 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Recognize the main idea of a nonfiction text.  
●​ Write summaries for different purposes and audiences.   
●​ Determine features of a credible text. 
●​ Identify the claim and argument of a passage.  
●​ Define bias and recognize examples.   
●​ Identify when an argument is biased in speaking or writing.  
●​ Use conventions of standardized English correctly when writing and speaking. 
●​ Use appropriate spelling, capitalization, and punctuation when writing. 
●​ Use common prefixes, roots, and suffixes to help with appropriate spelling.  
●​ Use correct punctuation when writing. 

 
 
Standards: 
Reading: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7, 7.8, 7.9  
 
Writing:  7.8, 7.9 
 
Speaking and Listening: 7.2, 7.3 
 
Language: 7.5, 7.6 
 
 

●​ Annotations  
●​ Guided notes 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ StudySync Blasts - 

comprehension checks and 
writing responses 

●​ StudySync skill checks 
●​ DreamScape- digital 
●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ Partner-pair share 
●​ Discussion posts 
●​ Journal entries 
●​ Identifying nonfiction text 

features 

 



 
 

Unit 6 Research Unit 
 
The students will be able to: 
●​ Use knowledge of central idea to determine if a source is relevant to research topic.  
●​ Use paraphrasing to express information in their own words.  
●​ Determine features of a credible text. 
●​ Write a claim and argument based on their research topic.  
●​ Write informative pieces that include a thesis statement, evidence to back the thesis, an organized structure 

(introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion).  
●​ Cite evidence used in research paper using MLA format.  
●​ Present research to class including graphics and multimedia to aid in comprehension.  
●​ Recognize the difference between writing a report and presenting information to an audience.  
●​ Consider how word choice might affect the intended audience when writing or presenting.   
●​ Recognize when an argument is biased in speaking or writing.  
●​ Present research findings, emphasizing significant points in a focused manner using relevant evidence that is 

appropriate to the audience.  
●​ Use conventions of standardized English correctly when writing and speaking. 
●​ Use appropriate spelling, capitalization, and punctuation when writing. 
●​ Use correct punctuation when writing. 
 
 
Standards: 
Reading: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.8, 7.9  
 
Writing: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7, 7.8, 7.9    
 
Speaking and Listening: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5 
 
Language: 7.1, 7.2, 7.5, 7.6 
 
 

●​ Annotations  
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ StudySync Blasts - 

comprehension checks and 
writing responses 

●​ StudySync skill checks 
●​ DreamScape- digital 
●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ Partner-pair share 
●​ Discussion posts 
●​ Journal entries 
●​ Scaffolded writing process 
●​ Research presentation 

(slideshow) 
●​ Peer editing 
●​ Final research report 

Unit 7 Science Fiction Novel Unit 
 
The students will be able to: 

●​ Develop their understanding of theme and how to identify it. 
●​ Write an informative (descriptive) piece that relates the theme of a book to the students’ lives.  
●​ Use relevant textual evidence to support their claim.  
●​ Communicate clearly and in an engaging manner, considering the audience, purpose, and situation.  
●​ Use conventions of standardized English correctly when writing and speaking. 
●​ Use appropriate spelling, capitalization, and punctuation when writing  
●​ Use common prefixes, roots, and suffixes to help with appropriate spelling.  

●​ Annotations  
●​ Class discussion- Socratic 

seminar 
●​ Reading guides 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ StudySync Blasts - 

comprehension checks and 
writing responses 

●​ StudySync skill checks 
●​ DreamScape- digital 
●​ Vocabulary quizzes 

 



 
 

●​ Use correct punctuation when writing. 
 

 
Standards: 
Reading: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6 
 
Writing:  7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.6, 7.9 
 
Speaking and Listening: 7.1, 7.4 
 
Language: 7.5, 7.6 
 
 

●​ Partner-pair share 
●​ Discussion posts 
●​ Journal entries 
●​ Writing pieces- creative 

writing “dystopia” project, 
comparative essay, editing 
movie trailer 

●​ Character mapping 
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Wisconsin Standards for English Language Arts Covered in Grade 7 (Essential standards are in red.) 
Reading 
R.7.1 Cite textual evidence to support an analysis of what the text says explicitly/implicitly and make logical inferences. (RI&RL) 
R.7.2 Summarize texts, from a variety of genres, to determine a theme or central idea and analyze its development over the course of the text. 
(RI&RL) 
R.7.3 In literary texts, analyze how elements of plot are related, affect one another, and contribute to meaning. (RL) In informational texts, analyze 
how individuals, events, and ideas are introduced, related to each other, and developed. (RI) 
R.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases, including figurative and connotative meanings. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning, tone, and mood, including words with multiple meanings within a text. (RI&RL) 
R.7.5 In literary texts, analyze how structure, including genre specific features, contributes to the development of themes or central ideas. (RL) In 
informational texts, analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the sections contribute to the whole and to the 
development of themes or central ideas. (RI)  
R.7.6 In literary texts, analyze how an author develops and contrasts the point of view, possible biases, and the perspectives of different characters 
or narrators. (RL) In informational texts, explain how an author’s geographic location, identity, and/or culture affect perspective. Analyze how the 
author distinguishes his or her position from that of others. (RI) 
R.7.7 Compare and contrast a written text with audio, filmed, staged, or digital versions in order to analyze the effects of techniques unique to each 
media and each format’s portrayal of a subject. (RI&RL) 
R.7.8 Trace and evaluate the development of an argument and specific claims in a text. Assess whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient. Recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. (RI) 
R.7.9 Evaluate the quality of texts. Make connections to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, identities, eras, and personal experiences. (RI&RL) 
 
Writing 
W.7.1 Compose reflective, formal, and creative writing, which may happen simultaneously or independently, for a variety of high-stakes and 
low-stakes purposes. 
W.7.2 Write text in a variety of modes: a. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons, relevant evidence and literary theory. Introduce 
claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. Use accurate, credible sources. b. Write 
informative text that examines a topic and conveys ideas, concepts, and information through the selection and organization of relevant content by 
introducing and developing a topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples, 
organizing ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. c. Write narratives that develop real or imagined experiences or events using relevant descriptive 
details and well-structured event sequences that organize an event sequence logically. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and 
point of view and introduces a narrator or characters; using techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop 
experiences, events, and characters. 
W.7.3 Create writing that utilizes: a. Organization: provide an introduction that creates suspense and anticipation for the reader. Structure of the text 
supports and clarifies the purpose and topic. Provide a concluding statement appropriate to the mode of writing. b. Transitions: use a variety of 
appropriate transitions that connect and develop ideas. c. Word Choice (including domain specific): use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships. Use sensory language to describe experiences and events. 

 



 
 

W.7.4 Independently and collaboratively produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
culturally-sustaining and rhetorically authentic to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in 
standards 1–3 above.)  
W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.7.6 Use technology, (including paper and pencil, internet, audio, visual, multilingual, multimodal, mobile, and/or other interactive formats), to 
produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently, as well as to interact and collaborate with 
others, including linking to and citing sources. 
W.7.7 Conduct short inquiry projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for 
further research and investigation. 
W.7.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source; quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
W.7.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and inquiry. (Apply grade 7 Reading standards) 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others' ideas and expressing one’s thinking clearly. a. Come to discussions prepared and explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue. Support analysis by making connections, paraphrasing, clarifying, or explaining the evidence. b. 
With guidance and support, set and track specific norms and goals for collegial discussions (e.g., gaining attention in respectful ways, actively 
listening, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). c. Pose questions that invite elaboration and respond to others' 
questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. Promote multiple perspectives. d. 
Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate an understanding of multiple perspectives through analysis, including reflection, clarification, and 
paraphrasing. 
SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or 
issue under study. 
SL.7.3 Understand and evaluate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence. 
SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing significant points in a focused, coherent manner using relevant evidence. Communicate clearly 
and in an engaging manner, considering the audience, purpose, and situation. Explain purpose of language choices. 
SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize significant points. 
 
 
Language 
L.7.1 Demonstrate an understanding of how language functions in different cultures, contexts, and disciplines; apply this knowledge to comprehend 
more fully when reading and listening, and make effective choices when composing, creating, and speaking. a. Recognize that standardized English 
is only one dialect of many and has a specific history that is implicated in power relationships. b. Determine the language demands of a 
writing/speaking situation; respond in appropriate ways (e.g., precise and concise language; extended and descriptive language; incorporation of 
code-meshing, etc.). c. Maintain consistency in style and tone. d. When appropriate, eliminate wordiness and redundancy.  

 



 
 

L.7.2 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases in grade-level reading and content; use context clues, 
analyze meaningful word parts, consult general and specialized reference materials, and apply word solving strategies (for meaning) as appropriate 
a. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). b. 
Use grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word. 
L.7.3 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. a. Determine the denotative, 
connotative, and figurative meanings of words and phrases used in texts; when words have similar denotations, be able to describe differences in 
connotation and their impact on meaning and tone. b. Analyze the impact of rhyme and other repetitions of sound (e.g., alliteration; assonance) in 
varied texts (e.g., poetry; drama; section of a story).  
L.7.4 Demonstrate an ability to collaboratively and independently build vocabulary knowledge when encountering unknown words including cultural, 
general academic, and discipline-specific terms and phrases; make intentional vocabulary choices appropriate to the context and situation.  
L.7.5 Demonstrate contextually appropriate use of the conventions of standardized English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. Discern 
when and where it is appropriate to use standardized English. Appropriately use and explain the intended purpose of language choice with: a. 
Phrases and clauses b. Simple, compound, and complex sentences signaling differing relationships among ideas c. Recognizing and correcting 
dangling modifiers 
L.7.6 Demonstrate contextually appropriate use of the conventions of standardized English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Discern when and where it is appropriate to use standardized English. Appropriately use and explain the intended purpose in conventions with: a. 
Commas to separate coordinate adjectives b. Correct spelling 
 
 

 


