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United States Code Service  >  TITLE 18. CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (§§ 1 — 6005)  >  
Part I. Crimes (Chs. 1 — 123)  >  CHAPTER 119. Wire and electronic communications interception 
and interception of oral communications (§§ 2510 — 2523) 

​
§ 2510. Definitions 
 
 

As used in this chapter [18 USCS §§ 2510 et seq.]— 

(1)  “wire communication” means any aural transfer made in whole or in part through the use of facilities 
for the transmission of communications by the aid of wire, cable, or other like connection […]; 

(2)  “oral communication” means any oral communication uttered by a person exhibiting an expectation 
that such communication is not subject to interception under circumstances justifying such expectation, 
but such term does not include any electronic communication; 

[…] 

(4)  “intercept” means the aural or other acquisition of the contents of any wire, electronic, or oral 
communication through the use of any electronic, mechanical, or other device.[;] 

(5)  “electronic, mechanical, or other device” means any device or apparatus which can be used to 
intercept a wire, oral, or electronic communication […]  

(6)  “person” means any employee, or agent of the United States or any State or political subdivision 
thereof, and any individual, partnership, association, joint stock company, trust, or corporation; 

[…] 

(8)  “contents”, when used with respect to any wire, oral, or electronic communication, includes any 
information concerning the substance, purport, or meaning of that communication; 

[…] 

(12)  “electronic communication” means any transfer of signs, signals, writing, images, sounds, data, or 
intelligence of any nature transmitted in whole or in part by a wire, radio, electromagnetic, 
photoelectronic or photooptical system that affects interstate or foreign commerce, but does not 
include— 

(A)  any wire or oral communication; 

[…] 

(13)  “user” means any person or entity who— 

(A)  uses an electronic communication service; and 

(B)  is duly authorized by the provider of such service to engage in such use; 

(14)  “electronic communications system” means any wire, radio, electromagnetic, photooptical or 
photoelectronic facilities for the transmission of wire or electronic communications, and any computer 
facilities or related electronic equipment for the electronic storage of such communications; 

(15)  “electronic communication service” means any service which provides to users thereof the ability 
to send or receive wire or electronic communications; 

(16)  “readily accessible to the general public” means, with respect to a radio communication, that such 
communication is not— 

(A)  scrambled or encrypted; 
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[…] 

(18)  “aural transfer” means a transfer containing the human voice at any point between and including 
the point of origin and the point of reception; 

[…] 
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