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Squareup Fees 
If you wish to add a surcharge to a transaction – a fee added to the bill when a buyer pays with 
a credit card to cover the cost of payment processing fees – it is your responsibility to meet all 
legal and card network requirements. Credit card surcharge permissions may vary by state, 
regulatory, or card network rules. 

Both Visa and Mastercard require registration ahead of surcharging. Contact a tax professional 
or your local government for further guidance on whether your area permits surcharges, and 
keep in mind that debit card and Afterpay transactions are prohibited from surcharging. 

Fees vary by payment entry method, and the estimate is based on Square’s Standard pricing. 
To view your rates, visit your online Square Dashboard. 

Note: Debit card and Afterpay transactions are prohibited from surcharging. 

Instead of charging a surcharge, you may consider some alternatives: 

●​ Price your items to be cost inclusive. When calculating the cost of your items, you can 
include how much you would pay in processing fees in your base price. You can use 
this calculator to easily find the correct price. 

●​ Cash discounting: As an alternative method of offsetting credit card processing fees 
you could offer a discount for cost transactions, which carry no card networks 
restrictions. See this page for detailed instructions. 

For processing fees l believe this information is sufficient. 

Square’s card processing fees are per transaction only: 

●​ 2.6% + 10¢ for swiped (magstripe cards), inserted (chip cards), or NFC (contactless) 
transactions, or cards swiped using the Virtual Terminal. 

●​ 3.5% + 15¢ per transaction for manually entered transactions. 
●​ 2.9% + 30¢ per transaction when a customer makes a purchase through your Square 

Online or eCommerce API. 
●​ 3.3% + 30¢ per transaction when customers pay when you use Square Invoices Free. 
●​ 2.6% + 10¢ for swiped magstripe cards, inserted chip cards, and tapped contactless 

transactions processed through the Square Register and Square Terminal. 

All credit card company fees are included in these rates, so you won’t see any additional 
charges from these companies. Every card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express, and Discover) 
is subject to the same flat rate. As always, Square does not charge any additional fees to the 
per-transaction fee. 

When you take a payment, the Square fees are deducted at that time from the total amount of 
the sale, including tax and tip, so there is no fee billing schedule. 
​

Lastly to set up an account you can click Sign up for a free Square account to get started. 

https://usa.visa.com/Forms/merchant-surcharge-notification-form.html
https://www.mastercard.us/en-us/surcharge-disclosure-webform.html#contentpar_text
https://squareup.com/dashboard/account/pricing
https://squareup.com/us/payments/pricing-calculator
https://www.sellercommunity.com/t5/Product-Updates/FAQ-Passing-Square-fees-to-customers/td-p/685403
https://squareup.com/help/article/5068
https://squareup.com/hardware/register
https://squareup.com/hardware/terminal
https://squareup.com/signup?caseNumber=104142960

