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Sources Inference  Evidence Explanation  Purpose 
X I can infer that the cause of the 

riot was because of 
____________________.  
 

“the newspaper printed a 
photo of ……”  

This suggests that the 
riot was a result of the 
…… 

This source was 
published to (A) the (A) 
that (M), so that (O)... 

 
 

A 
 

 

I can infer that the cause of the riot 
was because of the custody of 
Maria between her biological 
parents and Che Aminah. 

’’the newspaper printed a 
photo of 

This suggests that the 
riot was a result of the 

This source was 
published to 

 
 

B 
 

 

    
 

 
 

C 
 

 

    

 
 

D 
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Thinking like a Historian 

 Maria Hertogh riots 
(1950) 

Anti-National Service 
Riots 

(1954) 

Hock Lee Bus Riots 
(1955) 

Chinese Middle Schools 
Student Riots 

(1956) 
 

What caused 
the riot? 
 
 
 
 

I can infer that the 
cause of the riot was 
because of the custody 
of Maria between her 
biological parents and 
Che Aminah. 

 

I can infer that the cause of 
the riot was because of 
Chinese-medium school 

students who were unwilling 
to register for National 

Service to defend a foreign 
government that did not 
give anything in return. 

I can infer that the cause of 
the riot was because of a 

violent escalation of a labour 
strike, triggered by the 
dismissal of around 200 
workers by the Hock Lee 

Amalgamated Bus Company. 

I can infer that the cause of 
the riot was because of the 
Lim Yew Hock government’s 

crackdown on 
pro-communist, subversive 

activities within 
Chinese-medium schools. 

Where did the 
riot take 
place? 
 
 
 
 

The riot took place in 
Singapore in 1950. 

The riot took place in 
Singapore in 1954. 

The riot took place in 
Singapore in 1955. 

The riot took place in 
Singapore in 1956. 

Who were 
involved in the 
riot? 

The Malay community. The Chinese-medium school 
students. 

The workers of the Hock Lee 
Bus Company. 

The Lim Yew Hock 
government. 

How long did 
the riot last? 
 
 

The riot lasted three days 
taking place from December 

11 to December 13. 

The riot lasted one main day 
taking place on 13 May. 

The riot lasted 24 hours, 
peaking on 12 May, 

continuing into the early 
hours of 13 May. 

The riot lasted three days, 
spanning from October 25. 
But arrests were continuing 

up until October 31. 

What 
happened 

The Malay Community took 
action against any 

Hundreds of 
Chinese-medium school 

students clashed with the 

There were violent clashes, 
resulting from a labour strike 
by 299 workers of the Hock 

A series of violent clashes 
between the colonial 

government and Chinese 
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during the 
riot? 

Europeans and Eurasians in 
sight. 

police, as they demonstrated 
against the mandatory 
registration for military 

service. 

Lee Bus Company over unfair 
dismissals. 

students and workers, 
resulting in 13 deaths and 

over 100 injuries. 

 

 

 

Reflection 

 Rate intensity by deleting the stars. 
 Maria Hertogh riots 

(1950) 
Anti-National Service 

Riots 
(1954) 

Hock Lee Bus Riots 
(1955) 

Chinese Middle Schools 
Student Riots 

(1956) 
 

Intensity Level 
(out of 5) 

 
“Intensity” could be based 

on the following: 

●​ duration of the 

event  

●​ number of people 

involved 

●​ how the event 

spread  

●​ impact that 

resulted from the 

event (casualties, 

fatalities and 

damage to 

property) 
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Explain why you have 
given this particular rating 
based on the above 
criteria 

    

What did the riot reveal 
about people’s feelings 
towards the government 
in Singapore? 

 

    

Did the riot change British 
attitudes or policies? 
 
 

    

Did the riot contribute to 
the people’s desire for 
self-government? If so, in 
what way(s)?  
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