Foresthill High School — English 9 Syllabus | Fall 2026
Teacher: Mrs. Nokes | Semester Length: 88 days

Welcome Letter from Mrs. Nokes
Hello and welcome!

I am incredibly excited to be your English 9 teacher this semester. As someone who was born and raised right
here in Foresthill, | am honored to now serve this community as an educator at the high school level. After
nearly a decade in the classroom, I'm thrilled to bring my passion for literature, creativity, and student-centered
learning into the world of secondary English.

Throughout my teaching career, I've learned that every student has a unique path to success. That belief is at
the heart of everything I do. | design my classroom using the principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL),
meaning | provide multiple ways for students to access content, express their ideas, and engage in learning.
Whether a student thrives through discussion, creative expression, structure, or movement, I’'m committed to
making sure they have the tools they need to succeed.

| am passionate about creating meaningful experiences that make learning memorable. From immersive novel
studies to performance tasks and classroom transformations, my goal is to make English 9 a place where
students feel seen, challenged, and supported. | believe in helping students build their voice, grow their
confidence, and develop the skills they’ll need long after high school.

I’'m so excited to begin this journey with you, and I’'m here to support every step of the way!

Course Overview

In English 9, students will grow as readers, writers, and communicators. We’ll explore identity, loyalty, and
personal voice through two powerful novels and a dynamic poetry unit to close out the semester. Throughout
the course, students will write narrative, argumentative, and explanatory essays and engage in classroom
discussions that help them make real-world connections.

Supplies

* A folder or binder section for English 9
* College ruled paper

* Pencils and erasers

* Charged Chromebook

* Plug-in headphones

Units of Study

Unit 1: The Cure novel study + narrative writing (August-September)

Unit 2: Code of Honor novel study + argumentative writing (October-November)
Unit 3: Poetry exploration + explanatory essay (November-December)



Grade Scale & Cut Scores

Placer Union High School District uses a 100 point scale aligned with mastery, as demonstrated through
ELO-aligned assessments and tasks.

Grade Performance Level Description

The student demonstrates extensive knowledge of content
and understanding of course concepts, and applies highly
developed skills and processes in a wide variety of contexts. In
Advanced Mastery Demonstrated | addition, the student demonstrates creative and critical
thinking skills using perceptive analysis and evaluation. The
student effectively communicates complex ideas and
information.

90-100

The student demonstrates thorough knowledge of content
and understanding of course concepts, and applies well-

B Exceeding Minimum Mastery devgl.oped skills and processes in avariet}/ of conte.xjcs‘ In
80-89 addition, the student demonstrates creative and critical
thinking skills using analysis and evaluation. The student
clearly communicates complex ideas and information.

The student demonstrates sound knowledge of content and
understanding of course concepts and applies skills and
processes in a range of familiar contexts. In addition, the

C Meeting Minimum Mastery ?.tudent Qemonstrates ski!Ls in selecting gnd integrating
70-79 information and communicates relevant ideas appropriately.
The student has successfully completed all required Essential
Learning Outcomes (ELOs) and has attained an overall grade
average for a"C" grade.

This grade may be assigned to students who initially receive
an Incomplete (1) and fail to remediate their grade, or when a
Mastery Not Met student cannot or will not remediate. A "D" is only assigned as
a final course grade. A student receiving a D may not advance
to the next course in a sequential pathway (if applicable).

60-69

The student has not yet demonstrated mastery in one or more
of the required Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs) or has not
Mastery Not Met achieved the overall grade average required for a"D." The
student does not earn credit for the course but may have the
opportunity to repeat the course (if available).

0-59




Gradebook Categories & Weights

Your grade will be based on the following weighted categories:

e Summative (ELO Assessments) — 80%
e Formative (ELO practice assignments/classwork or foundational skills) 20%

Below are the ELOs we will focus on:

ELO Essential Learning Outcome Aligned

# g Standard(s)

1 Cite strt?ng and tho.rough te>.<tual evidence to support analysis and inferences RL.9-10.1/RL9-10.1
across literary and informational texts.

2 Write clear and purposeful narrative texts that develop real or imagined W.9-10.3
experiences using effective techniques. ' '

3 Write well-organized and supported explanatory/informative texts to W.9-10.2
examine a topic and convey ideas clearly. ' '

a Write effective argumentative texts that support claims with logical W.9-10.1
reasoning and relevant evidence. ’ '

5 Analyze how authors use literary and rhetorical devices (such as diction, tone, | RL.9-10.4 / RL.9-
and structure) to convey meaning and purpose. 10.5/RI1.9-10.4




Retakes and Revisions

Students scoring below 70% on an ELO may revise or retake the assessment after completing required
reteaching, corrections, or teacher-assigned practice. Students are allowed one retake per assessment
unless otherwise approved by the teacher. Retakes must be completed within two weeks of receiving the
original score unless alternative arrangements are made or a different accommodation is included in an
Individualized Education Program (IEP), 504 Plan, or other approved support plan. Our classroom culture is
centered on learning from mistakes and taking ownership of improvement.

RETAKES & REVISIONS

70%
X

BELOW 70%?
You may revise or
retake the assessment
after completing
required practice.

ONE RETAKE
Students are allowed
one retake per
assessment.

TWO WEEKS
Retakes must be
completed within
two weeks of receiving
the original score.

Late Work Policy

Learning and mastery are the priorities in English 9, but meeting deadlines is also an important part of
academic responsibility. Assignments are expected to be submitted by the stated due date. Students may
submit late work for up to one week after the original due date unless a different accommodation is included in
an Individualized Education Program (IEP), 504 Plan, or other approved support plan.

After the one-week late-work deadline has passed, the assignment will no longer be accepted. Students are
responsible for checking posted due dates, communicating when they need support, and using class time

effectively. This policy allows students additional time to demonstrate learning while also reinforcing
responsibility, organization, and preparation.

LATE WORK POLICY
almmla

YOU HAVE

1 WEEK

AFTER THE DUE DATE
TO TURN IN LATE WORK.

AFTER 1 WEEK, THE ASSIGNMENT WILL
NOT BE ACCEPTED.




Incomplete Grades

When a student is close to earning a passing grade at the end of the semester, an Incomplete ("I") may be
assigned at the teacher's discretion. Students will receive a remediation plan and an agreed-upon timeline to
demonstrate mastery. If mastery is demonstrated within the allotted time, the grade will be updated. If not, the
Incomplete will convert to a D or F, as determined by the teacher. Students receiving a D may earn course
credit but may not advance to the next course in a sequential pathway.

Homework

There is no regular homework in English 9. All major reading and writing will be done in class. If students are
absent or need extra time, they may be asked to complete unfinished work at home.

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to complete their own work and properly cite all sources. Cheating, plagiarism,
unauthorized use of Al, or any other form of academic dishonesty will be addressed according to PUHSD's
Academic Integrity Policy.

Let’s Partner for a Great Year

This class is about more than just reading and writing...it's about building confidence, communication, and
academic habits that last! | am here to support your child every step of the way. Please reach out any time you
have a question or concern. | am so excited for this semester and to get to know each of you!

Let's make it a meaningful and memorable year!

Mrs. Nokes

The Placer Union High School District (PUHSD) is committed to ensuring equal, fair, and meaningful access to employment and education services and provides equal access
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. PUHSD prohibits discrimination, harassment (including sexual harassment), intimidation, or bullying in any employment
practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis and/or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics of age,
ancestry, color, ethnic group identification, gender, gender identity or expression, genetic information, immigration status, marital status, medical information, national origin,
disability, parental status, political affiliation, pregnancy and related conditions, race, religion, retaliation, sex, sexual orientation, military or veterans status, homelessness,
foster status, or any other basis prohibited by California state and federal nondiscrimination laws consistent with Education Code 200 and 220, Government Code 11135, and
Title IX. If you believe you have been subjected to discrimination, harassment (including sexual harassment), intimidation, or bullying you should contact Title IX Coordinator
(Students) Steve Caminiti 13000 New Airport Road, Auburn, 530.886.4402, scaminiti@puhsd.k12.ca.us; Title Il (Students) and Section 504 Coordinator Carrie Warda, 13000
New Airport Road, Auburn, 530.886.4443, cwarda@puhsd.k12.ca.us; and/or Title IX and Title Il Coordinator (Staff), Elena DalFavero 13000 New Airport Road, Auburn,
530.886.4426, edalfavero@puhsd.k12.ca.us.


mailto:edalfavero@puhsd.k12.ca.us

Student & Parent Acknowledgement

We have read and discussed the Foresthill High School English 9 Syllabus. We understand the
course expectations, Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs), grading policies, late work policy, retake
procedures, academic integrity expectations, and classroom procedures.

We understand that English 9 emphasizes critical thinking, reading, writing, discussion, and
independent learning. Students are expected to complete assigned reading, actively participate in
class, and produce original work that reflects their own learning.

We also understand the classroom's Responsible Al Use expectations and acknowledge that artificial
intelligence (Al) may only be used when specifically permitted by the teacher. Any misuse of Al or
academic dishonesty may result in academic consequences as outlined in the syllabus and school
policies.

Student Information

Student Name:

Student Signature: Date:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:

[1 Please sign and return this page by:
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