
 

##- For Immediate release  

 

Kafo claim victory at the first ever Global Goals World Cup Saudi Arabia  
 

●​ 26 all-female teams competed at the inaugural GGWCUP Saudi Arabia 

●​ The winning team will go to represent the Kingdom at the GGWCUP grand finale in Iceland 

●​ The GGWCUP celebrated sports and sustainability with a family-friendly festival 

 

(Riyadh, Saudi Arabia) September 19 2021- The first ever Global Goals World Cup Saudi Arabia event 

has taken place in Diriyah, with 26 all-female teams advocating for social and environmental sustainability 

while battling it out for the chance to take part in the Global Goals World Cup (GGWCUP) grand finale in 

November. 

 

Hosted by the Saudi Sports for All Federation at Elite Sports Centre in Diriyah, the Kingdom’s inaugural 

GGWCUP event took place between Thursday, September 16 and Saturday, September 18. The event, 

sponsored by Adidas and Novo Nordisk, combined social impact and sport, as the teams competed in a 

5-a-side football tournament as part of their campaigns to highlight the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

The GGWCUP movement was launched in 2015, since then, it has invited women around the world to use 

sport and the 17 SDGs to make a positive impact in their communities. 

 

Over the past nine months, teams from across the Kingdom have been campaigning for and educating people 

about their chosen SDG, hosting community events, talks, and awareness programs. 

 

The GGWCUP Saudi Arabia event in Diriyah was the culmination of these efforts, which saw teams give 

presentations to a panel of judges at a private event on Thursday, followed by a two-day tournament open to 

members of the public.  

 

“I congratulate all of the 26 teams for having the drive and conviction to take part in the first GGWCUP 

Saudi Arabia, and for all of their individual contributions to the success of this event championing the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals,” said HRH Prince Khaled bin Alwaleed bin Talal Al Saud, President of the 

Saudi Sports for All Federation. “The determination the competitors have shown not just today, but since the 

beginning of the GGWCUP is admirable, and they have set an example for us all on being people that can 

positively impact their local communities with a global ideal. Special congratulations to Kafo, who will be 

making us proud as they go on to represent Saudi Arabia on the international stage. We wish them the very 

best of luck and we will be there cheering them on!”  

 

 



 

Despite being the inaugural GGWCUP Saudi Arabia event, this won’t be the first time a team from Saudi 

Arabia has been to the finals. In 2019, the SFA-founded Saudi Greens took second place at the finals in New 

York City. It was the first time a female sports team from the Kingdom had ever competed in the US; a 

symbol of the progress the nation has made in developing women’s football. 

 

Since then, the SFA has introduced several sports initiatives for women, such as the Women’s Football 

League, and an online Women’s Fitness Festival.  

 

“GGWCUP Saudi Arabia is yet another fine example of how talented, skilled, and passionate our nation’s 

women are,” said Shaima Saleh Al-Husseini, Managing Director of the Saudi Sports for All Federation. 

 

“Over the past couple of years, we have worked hard to ensure sport and active opportunities are available to 

women across the Kingdom, and the success of these all-female teams and the event itself highlights the 

great strides we have made together. 

 

“Congratulations to Kafo and good luck in Iceland!” 

 

Majken Gilmartin, GGWCUP co-founder added “Congratulations to all the 26 teams for taking part in the 

tournament and their impressive community initiatives, their willingness to show up is what success is all 

about. The partnership with the Saudi Sports For All Federation to bring the first-ever GGWCUP tournament 

in the Kingdom helps us reach our objective of inspiring women through sports while making an impact on 

SDGs with community initiatives. We look forward to seeing Kafo in the finals.” 

 

GGWCUP Saudi Arabia is another example of the SFA’s ongoing commitment to increasing participation in 

sport. Supported by the Ministry of Sport, the SFA is mandated by Vision 2030’s Quality of Life Program to 

increase the ratio of people in the Kingdom exercising at least once a week to 40% by 2030. 

 

##-Ends 

 
About the Saudi Sports for All Federation (SFA)  
The Saudi Sports for All Federation (SFA), a proactive community sport and wellness organization founded to promote 
a healthy lifestyle in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, aims to provide access to opportunities for all members of society to 
practice physical activity. Partnering with government organizations, sports delivery bodies, sports federations, and the 
wider public and private sector to achieve its goals, the SFA focuses on increasing physical activity and health and 
wellness metrics across the country. The increase of physical activity is achieved by advancing four strategic priorities: 
education; community and volunteering; fitness and wellbeing; and campaigns and promotion. It does this by designing 
and deploying recreational sports programs tailored for women, men, youth, the elderly and persons with disabilities 
across Saudi Arabia. 
For more details about SFA please contact: Osamah Saleh Alnuaiser – Director of Marketing and Communications  
osalnuaiser@mos.gov.sa    
 
About EIR and Global Goals World Cup (GGWCUP) 
EIR is a Danish not-for-profit organization that uses football to empower women to accomplish greater social good. In 
2015 they teamed up with UNDP and had the original Global Goals Ball designed and created the first World Cup that 
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uses women’s football as a vehicle to promote the United Nations 17 Sustainable Development Goals. EIR’s mission is 
to use football to accomplish greater social good including: encouraging women to play football to improve self-esteem, 
building trustful togetherness within the teams, and raising awareness about the United Nations SDGs. To date 550 
teams have played in 15 tournaments. As a result, 1.1 million people have become aware of the teams’ missions and the 
United Nations Global Goals. Founded by Majken Gilmartin, EIR is run by Gilmartin, Marie Hansen and partners. The 
Global Goals World Cup (GGWCUP) is a street football tournament for all-women teams developed by EIR. To 
participate a team must adopt one of the UN SDGs, and the team is ranked by how they promote their chosen Goal on 
and off the field.  
 

 


