* International Versions

Tweets from Japan (English Version)

Here are tweets from Japan amid of the earth quake crisis (translation by @vida_es_bella,
otherwise noted).
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* At Tokyo Disneyland

They distributed sweets that are part of their merchandise. High school girls with heavy makeup
took away more candies than they would possibly eat and that raised my eyebrows. Later, |
saw those girls giving the candies to kids at evacuation areas. Families with kids had limited
mobility and couldn't get to where the candies were distributed. Go girls!

[by http://twitter.com/ocilam/status/46464612069146624]

snacks at shops were offered @ Tokyo Disneyland. High school girls helped distribution to
families with kids.
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* Message from the UN

| was so moved by the statement issued by the UN Secretary General, saying, "Japan is one of
the most generous and strongest benefactors, coming to the assistance of those in need the
world over. In that spirit, the United Nations stands by the people of Japan and we will do
anything and everything we can at this very difficult time." This is a perfect example of doing
good to others. They will do the same to you, when you most need their help.

[English by http://twitter.com/hirokishim tatus/46425526247759872]

UN Ban Ki-moon says "Japan is one of the most generous and strongest benefactors coming to
the assistance of those in need the world over. In their spirits, the United Nations stands by the
people of Japan, we will do anything and everything we can at this very difficult time."

*EHELERERTOHRSE


https://docs.google.com/document/pub?id=1TRT2y_QSWH1MysMI4HihACpC1az1Rc6zhq6aHWwuJiE
http://twitter.com/vida_es_bella
http://twitter.com/unosuke/status/46376846505426944
http://twitter.com/ocilam/status/46464612069146624
http://twitter.com/akitosk/status/46302222346223616
http://twitter.com/hirokishimada/status/46425526247759872

http://twitter.com/micakom/status/4626488728184832

—EIOFEEBTTIELMENIEDLEWEATHSEofz1TE HEEAZEYELEOIIESRL TLY
BDERIZRHL:-, EHERERATREINSDULTEEIET I —2EHo1=I1TE ., 10BRIORE
LINDIZ0 a3 DEEEICLGEM o=, B ERIBFICINVEFEARFET. BANET LI HFEIC

fd:OT:o

* At a jammed crossing

| was driving home after the quakes. Streets were extremely jammed and at many crossings
only one car could cross the street per green light. At a spaghetti crossing, all traffic was
paralyzed for more than 5 min. All drivers, | encountered, waiting to cross streets were calm,
giving way to others. All thru my 10 hr driving, | didn't hear any honking except those showing
gratitude to others. Of course this travel was scary but also heart warming. This experience
made me like Japan all the more.

[by Ms. Arakawa]

Traffic was hell and It often happened that only one car can proceed forward as a signal light
had turned green for each time, but every one was so calm and driving safely and gave way to
each other. I'd been driving for like 10 hours and never heard anyone beeped a horn except
meaning "thank you".

[by Ms. Ishiwatari]

when only one car could pass in the time the traffic light was blue,

everyone conceded to eachother, and drove safely and happily.

I was really moved by the scenery.

During the worst traffic jam, there weren't a single craction made by anyone, except for the
craction meaning "thank you".

It was a terrifing time, but at the same time, very warmful- japan is a great country

*EATWSRPTEH--

http://twitter.com/gj_neko26/statuses/46394706481004544

BWETUKYLEZDOM ., ESSITTAODHERILENTHIZELEDLLT . HDIKRTHELTA
OFRAFI=ADBONENER Sz, EE., v TUT LA ABFEELINSDLHELDIZ,
ELERBADBILEBICEE LI,

[by Ms. Arakawa]

Ground had been shaking so hard and it difficult to even walk, but there is a brave person who
went to the door and open it to keep our way out. Chandeliers and lights on the ceiling could fall
on him anytime.
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* At a bus stop...
While waiting for a bus almost eternally, @saiso went into a drugstore in front of the bus stop,
bought a bunch of hand warmers and handed them to those waiting for a bus!
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[by Ms. Arakawa]

My daughter had stayed in Disney Sea for one night and just came back safe! She said cast
had been taking care of her smiling all the time so she was so relieved. Plus they provide her
foods, beverage, protections against cold, and even some confectioneries! | was so touched by
what they'd done to her. Thank you so much!
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[by Ms. Arakawa]

This experience taught us a renewed recognition of what we had and regained its real spirits. |
didn't see any crimes but those who helped each other. All were willing to do their duty
gentlemanly. | had been felt that Japanese got cold attitude in a way but today | knew that they
regain their bond. It made me cry...| was moved.
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[by Ms. Arakawa]

| was impressed to see the time line on Twitter. There were so many positive phrases to make
victims smile. Hope everyone regained their big smile soon. Ppl having a hard time for this
disaster, hang on. We all are supporting you guys.
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* Homeless People

[by http://twitter.com tatus/46487642812071

While | was tired of waiting at the station, homeless people gave us their cardboards against
cold. We're always passing them by, though.

[by Ms. Arakawa]

Transport facilities were dead and | was so tired waiting so long. Then, a homeless guy gave me
a cardboard saying "use this, it can warm you up". | used to pass homeless people by even
when they were begging... Although what he did to me was such a sweet stuff.
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[by Ms. Arakawa]

| heard that some foreigners were impressed to see these:In the super market Japanese picked
up some products which is fallen to the floor and put them back to the display cabinet, or kept in
line and purchased neatly. Or.. in crowded train, an old guy gave his seat to pregnant woman
and other nice activities what Japanese done. | believed those story and their reaction was true.
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* On communication

The communication has been far better than what we experienced after the earthquake in Kobe.
We have been sharing and spreading info via Twitter, UST, etc., and the mass media has been
in synch with the info sharing on the Internet. | can feel that we are all making our best,
conscious efforts, taking into action what we have learned from our regrettable experience in the
Kobe disaster.

[by Ms. Yokoyama]

How the mass medias work

The quickness of using Twitter and/or Ustream to share the information of the earthquake this
time is just so fast and amazing. And the quality of it is much higher than the time when the
Great Hanshin Earthquake happened in 1995. People are trying to put their knowledge that they
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learned from the painful experience in the past to help other people this time. This is amazing.
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* So grateful to Twitter

So grateful to the dependability of Twitter when landline and cellphone communications were
cut off. Perhaps more helpful than dialing 171, the emergency communication platform offered
by NTT telecommunication company. Some people are criticizing irresponsible tweets, but I'm
sure lots of people in the affected areas felt supported by RTs. It's up to followers what to
believe and what not.

[by Yokoyama-san]

Twitter, the impressive

I could not use phone and text message, but Twitter was just working. | believe it was much
more useful than 171 (the specially installed telephone number to contact people). Some people
say negative opinion about the Twitter, but | believe many RT supported someone's heart.
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[by Ms. Yokoyama]

Artists

Many artists are paiting and drawing to encourage people this time. Everybody is trying to do
something they can do.
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[by Keiko-san]

*A BBC Report

So touched. I'm going to cry. ->BBC commends Japan big time. The worst disaster struck the
country that was most well prepared. Its strength and that of its government are being tested.
There were casualties, but other countries in the world probably could not have made such right
moves. Japanese people are culturally capable of restraining their emotions.
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* My father

| told my father what | saw in the news, that Chubu Electric Power, the company supplying
power to the central part of Japan, was now supplying power to the Kanto area, to avoid
shortage in Kanto, where Tokyo metropolitan area is. He didn't say a thing. Stood up, walked
around the house and pulled out power plugs of appliances we weren't using. Normally, he
doesn't care a thing about energy conservation and leaves TVs and lights on even when he's
not using them. His silent action touched my heart.

[by Ms. Yokoyama]

My father's action

My father, the man who usually leaves the lights, TV and heatings on, took plugs out in the
house when | told him that the electric power company of our area decided to transmit electricity
to the other company in the area of the earthquake happened. | am impressed by his action.
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* At the station
Look! People are forming lines so orderly, waiting for a train on the Yamanote Line, the ring
train circling the center of Tokyo. Proud to be Japanese. Looking down at Yuraku-cho Station

(near Tokyo Station). http://twitpic.com/48kn1u
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* Bakery

In the middle of the night, | was walking home from college. A lady at a bakery was giving out
bread. She kept her bakery open till late hours and was doing what she could do to help others.
| was so touched. Tokyo is still not a bad place to live! Such a heart-warming scene.
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* Proud of Japan

| feel proud being Japanese. Everyone, either in the public or private sector, is trying to help
each other so sincerely. I've heard truck drivers are offering help to transport needed goods to
the affected areas. I've even heard yakuza mafias are volunteering to direct the traffic in
Tohoku. | had been losing pride in this country recently, but | was wrong. Japan is such a great
country with great people. | have been amazed by the goodwill of the Japanese people. Let us
keep our spirit high and keep up the good work.
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[by Keiko-san]

*Amazing Twitter

People on Twitter tweeting information and such are so coordinated, and that's been very
helpful. Everyone's so kind! At a time like this, that kinda touches my heart. These days I've
been feeling that people don't talk to their neighbors and the society is cold, but that wasn't true.
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[by Mr. M.1.]

*German friend

My German friend was at Shibuya when the earth quake happened. He panicked but was
helped by a Japanese person. He was surprised and touched by everyone's behavior and how
they walked out of buildings calmly to do what they had to do as if they were trained armies.
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* At a supermarket
| was able to do necessary grocery shopping after the quake. | was moved when | saw most
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people showed consideration for others by NOT buying more than what they absolutely need for
the time being. Their act of conscience brought tears to my eyes.
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[by Mari-san]

At Gotenba,

Actually, this is Great.

Yesterday, in Gotenba city, there was no signal working, but every driver yielded each other, and
the neighbors gave a hand signals at the intersection.

That prevented a mess and | was so moved.

| drove 9 hours, but there was no driver overtook others.

Everybody yielded each other.
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[by Mr. M.1.]

* Everybody

| talked to a cab driver, a station master, and an elderly lady. They all couldn't go home and
were really tired, but showed no sign of stress in our conversations. They actually showed
concern for me. I'm touched by everyone looking out for one another by realizing that "everyone
is having a hard time." This is the part of Japanese culture that | want to inherit and treasure.

by ¥3—22A)]

| talked with a taxi driver, a station employee, and an old woman. Everyone had to work till late
and although they were all dead tired, they seem to not get irritated in the slightest bit, and their
manners and wordings were very polite, and | was the one getting comforted instead. | like how
every person thinks of the word "everyone" from the statement "Everyone is going through hard
times", as an obvious thing, and this touched me. This is one culture that | would like to inherit
by heart, as an Japanese.

[by Mari-san]
| talked with a taxi driver and a station staff and a woman passing by.
Everybody was tired because they needed to work really long time,
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But every one of them was calm, polite and carling.
“This is a tough time to all of us”

There was a sense of unite.

| was so moved with it and I'd like to carry on the torch.
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[by Mr. M.1.]

* The strength of Japan

Suntory unlocked their vending machine for free drinks and Softbank unlocked their Wi-Fi for
people to use. Foreign countries are offering help as they are touched by everyone trying their
best. Compared to the relief effort of the Kobe earth quake when Japan hesitated to receive
foreign aid and deploy the Self-Defence Force, we are a lot better and stronger. Everyone let's
do this... ganbarou.

[by Mari-san]

Suntory ditched fee of their coin-operated vending machine.

Softbank ditched fee of their Wi-Fi spots.

Everybody carries on what they can do, and people from comes to helps us.
Japan is now stronger than the time we had the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake.
We can do it, folks!
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[by Mr. M.1.]

* Morning announcements

Employees gathered for morning announcements and this was said... "Whatever happens, we
are in a position of responsibility. Let's not show anxiety and welcome our customers with
confidence to make them feel safe." | was a bit moved. Let's do this. Store is opening!

[by a—22A]

At today's morning assembly, my boss said "No matter what happens to Japan now, do not
make worried faces and do not forget the hospitality to your customers and make them feel
comfortable, no matter what." | was kind of touched by this. | guess I'll work harder. The store
is now open!!
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[by Mari-san]

At the morning meeting, one of the stuff said

‘Do not take on an uneasy look.

Why don’t we bring comfort and relief to the guest with our hospitality?”
I’m so moved.

Time to open the door.

Let's make the best of it!
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[by a—22A]

The author of the world wide famous manga "Slam Dunk", Takehiko Inoue is drawing many
illustrations with broad smiles on them, and | found this very touching. | really think that
messages of bravery and cheering up are something like this.

[by Mari-san]

Mr. Takehiko Inoue is uploading tons of the pictures of smiles.
I’m so moved.

This is what encouragement and courage means.
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[by Mr. M.1.]

* People's warmth

Yesterday at Kamakura, a ricksha worker was directing traffic as the traffic light was completely
out. Nearby residents were helping lift a car that was stuck in a mechanical parking lot due to
the lack of electricity. People's warmth really touched me here.

[by Mari-san]

Yesterday in Kamakura, all the signals were not working.

The drivers of Jinrikisha gave hand sings to the passengers.

Neighbors helped to pull out the cars that were trapped inside of multistory parking-lot because
of the blackout.

| was so moved the goodness of the human being.
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[by Mari-san]

There are so many tweets to share the wisdom of what people learnt from the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake here.

You may think it is nothing special, but | was moved to be able to re-realize that it is human
being’s nature to learn and to think.
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[by Mr. M.1.]

*From Rome

Friends at Rome emailed me to say that they are moved by Japanese people who are calmly
dealing with this tense situation. They really respect our actions, but are really worried for us as
well.

by ¥3—22A)]

A friend of mine who lives in Rome sent me an email. Apparently the people in Rome were
watching the news and were very surprised and touched by how the Japanese were able to
react to this catastrophic situation calmly, and with respect to them are extremely worried about
them also.

[by Mari-san]

Email from Rome.

People of Rome are moved by the way we face this tough situation with philosophy.
They develop a feeling of respect, and they are very worried about us.
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* Showing that you care

This 10th grade boy in my neighbor did a wonderful thing. He was home alone when the
earthquake hit. When the shock subsided, he went out on his bike and visited his neighbors
asking if they were okay. The quake hit early afternoon on Friday, when most men were at
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work, away from home and only women and elderly were home. Thanks, kid. Your act of
kindness and attention helped me and many others calm down.
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* Helping out

by ¥3—>2A)]

A couple of my security guard friends were doing night time volunteering in Machida to
Sasgamioono, so | helped them out. Despite the age difference, the people there who were
basically strangers to one another were helping each other out, and it was definitely reassuring
for me. | was kind of touched and | had to cry a little in the corner of the bathroom.

[by Mr. M.1.]

| joined some of my security guard friends who were volunteering between Machida and
Sagami-Oono. It was really encouraging to see people of all ages, all strangers helping each
other out. When | went to the bathroom, | couldn't help but cry.

[by Mari-san]

Some of my friends who are security guards volunteered their services as a watch between
Machida and Sagamiono.

| went there to help them.

There was a lot of encouraging support.

People of all ages helped each other even though they were strangers.

| was so moved, cried a bit at the bathroom.

*INAMOTEITNIE
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* If you can bear a motorbike ride...

| was really moved. A senior colleague of mine at my part-time workplace held up a sign saying
"If you can bear a motorbike ride, | will give you a ride home," at a train station when train
service was suspended. He gave a ride to a steeplejack returning to Tokorozawa, Saitama. |

so admire his act of conscience and kindness. First time in my life | so felt strongly that | want to
be of service to others.

& DI
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* Given a ride home

I naively thought | could find a cab from Urawa Misono station back home. No way. | had to
walk. After half an hour of walk, this kind, total stranger gave me a ride home. | was so moved
to actually experience how kind a person can be, even to a stranger. Thank you so much!!!

* B
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* Keeping the door open

After all the news about trains suspending service, | was determined to walk home. | was
heading west on Koshu Kaido Avenue, one of the major streets in Tokyo. There was an office
building along the way, which kept its door open even around 9 at night. Who seemed to be an
employee of that company was speaking aloud to those of us who had to walk long distance
home, that their office was offering a space to rest and its restrooms were available. | was so
moved and almost cried. Actually, | wasn't able to cry last night because | was very tense. But
now, recalling their kindness, my eyes fill up with ears.

*avE=
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* At a convenience store

Most stores were closed during blackout. But one Seven Eleven store remained open. They lit
their shelves with candles. Their cash registers weren't working, so one clerk read out the price
list and another calculated the total with a calculator. The third clerk was holding a flashlight for
the other two. There were two teams of three clerks working like that to keep the operation. |
was so grateful to them.

* BT
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[by Keiko-san]

*On the way to the evaculation center

My oldest daughter told me that on her way to the Yokohama evacuation center, she was talking
to people she didn't know, and people were sharing with each other the information about its
location. She was touched that she experienced the kindness of people whom she normally
thought were cold. | re-acknowledged the unity in Japanese people in times of emergency.
There is still hope in Japan.

*IEEUAHT
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* Offering help

| walked hours from the city to return home. | saw just so many places along the way, whether
offices or restaurants, making their spaces and restrooms available to those walking long
distances home. Some guys from a corporate building were speaking aloud to the walkers,
"The train resumed the service!" "We have space for you to rest!!" They really touched my heart
and | almost cried. Seriously. This whole experience renewed my confidence in the Japanese
people.

*R—LIZT
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* On a platform

I'm twittering from the platform of Oedo Line heading for Hikari Gaoka. The platform is
overcrowded. Actually, many can't even get onto the platform and are waiting outside the ticket
gate. But there is order. We are forming perfect lines. There is no partition rope but we leave
room for people to walk through. Everyone is following instructions given by station staff. There
is absolute order and calmness here, almost surreal in this situation. | am amazed by these
people's mental strength.

*BRESA
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* A station employee

Tokyo Metro suspended its operation after the quake for safety reasons and resumed operation
later in the day. The Metro extended its hours of operation and operated throughout the night. |
thanked one of the station employees and he replied with a smile saying, "It's our duty and we
are proud to serve when our services are most needed!" THANK YOU. YOU TOUCHED MY
HEART.

*EobvA
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My husband spent 4 hours walking home yesterday. When he was about to give up of
nervousness and tiredness at around Akabane, he met a old man in the streets, and he was
shouting "Everyone really is working hard in this cold! Here, have some hot coffee!" and was
giving out cups of coffee to every person possible. Apparently he was able to come back
because of his words. He already told me this story about 5 times so he must have been really
touched. Old man, thank you so much.

[by Mr. M.1.]

* Free coffee

My husband walked for 4 hours to come back home. He was feeling weak at Akabane and this
man offered free coffee saying "It's pretty cold huh? Warm up with this hot coffee!" Thanks to
the him, my husband regained the strength to keep walking. It must have really touched him
because he's been repeating the story 5 times. Thank you to the man passing out free coffee.

[by Mari-san]

Yesterday, my hubby came home on foot and it took 4 hours.

He almost gave up coming home when he was around Akabane.

He met a man who was offering a hot coffee to cheer for the passing by.

“It is really tough to walk a long way such a cold day. Please do have some hot coffee!”
He could make it because of his cheer.

He told me this story 5 times now.

He must be really, really happy.

I'd like to thank that man from the bottom of my heart.

* BRI 0D 5]
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[by Mari-san]

We are strong!

| passed by Nanba, Osaka and saw the people waiting in long lines to donate blood.
| saw the people making line without any personal greed.

So moved.

Everyone living in the suffered areas please keep it up!

We are thinking of you.

*EIEEXR
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[by Mari-san]

| visited the supermarket nearby named Summit.
They usually open till 1am, but the neon sign was off.
| thought they closed a bit earlier today, but it was not.
They turned off the lights to save on electricity.

Was moved a bit.

*SHRERKRAZEL
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[by Mari-san]

One of the part time workers of us is from the suffered area.

My brother told one of the staff to tell him that he didn’'t need to come to work today.

That staff called him and he said “Hi, there. We won’t open today, so that you don’t need to
come.”

| was so moved the way he said.

He knows what concern means.

[by Keiko-san]

*We’re closed today

One of our fellow part time workers is from the afflicted area of Tohoku region. My brother told
one of the staff to tell him that he didn’t need to come to work today. That staff called him and
said, “Hey, the store's closed today. "I was so moved by how he rephrased the message. That's
truly an example of consideration for others.

*EIDPHED
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[by Mari-san]

| was working at the supermarket.

Some of the young guys came to buy alcoholic beverage.

One of them said.

“Darn, | only bring the money to by the beverage. | have no money to donate.
| won’t buy this.”

He returned all of them and donates all the money he got.

His fellows did the same.

Amazing.

*WDTHEZRD
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[by Mari-san]

This afternoon, | saw a young guy who has radical looks.

He donated put several ten-thousand-yen bills to a donation box saying his friends “We can buy
a game anytime”.

I heard his words and that made me and the people around there what is important and we
donated a bit too.

| re-realized that it is not appropriate to judge people by their looks.

*EofEER !
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[by Mari-san]

Yesterday at Aobadai Station, there were so many people who were stuck there because there
were no trains working.

| saw some drivers saying “I'm going to XXX” and offering a ride to the people passing by.
They were saying “this is the tough time to all of us.”

| was so moved.

*FEINFWVAIK
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When | was at the evacuation center, | met a girl who is a freshman.

She happened to staying this area to take training.

She has her battery charger of the cell.

She asked the permission to use the outlet of the evacuation center and walked around to
appeal the people that there’s a battery charger to use.

| was so moved.

* X3y
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[by GenGen-san]

The earthquake hit during my shift at the restaurant. The restaurant was full but we evacuated
the customers outside.

We thought the customers will leave without paying their bill, but most of the customers came
back and paid their bill.

The hand full that haven't paid their bill came back the next day to pay their bill.

Japan is such a great country.

[by Mari-san]

When the earthquake struck Japan, | was working at the restaurant.

The restaurant was almost full.

After the earthquake, we guided the guest to go out from there because it could be dangerous.
| thought great part of them would leave there without paying,

But most of them came back and paid their bill.

The lest of them, who didn’t pay yesterday, came back to the restaurant today to pay.

What a beautiful country Japan is.

* BT
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[by Keiko-san]
*Evacuation Center
My oldest daughter told me that on her way to the Yokohama evacuation
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center, she was talking to people she doesn't know, and giving each
other the information about its location. She was touched that she
experienced the kindness of people whom she normally thought were
cold. | re-acknowledge the unity in Japanese people in times of
emergency. There is still hope in Japan.

*HEXTSFELNELT
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[by Keiko-san]

*I'm sure they tasted great

On the way home from Akihabara (Tokyo), | also saw a person giving out rice balls and miso
soup. | was touched. | was on a bike so | said I'll be fine and told him to give them to other
people, but | should have taken them. I'm sure they tasted great.

*PBEFLV(EL
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[by Keiko-san]

*Lots of treats

Amazing. My younger brother just got home from Disneyland, and got a bag full of treats for
free. He told me that they gave out transportation money to all the visitors. And accommodated
whatever he requested all night long. That's world-class Disneyland.

* Pray for Japan!
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[by Keiko-san]

Pray for Japan!

Cry! | was so touched | cried super hard! That international call from a stranger just now, it was
a phone call of worry and support from someone who called their own number, except with
Japan's country code hoping to connect with someone in Japan! | didn't quite understand the
English, but | understood what the person was trying to say! S/he said a lot of people over there
are "praying for Japan"!


http://twitter.com/kyugatimuti/statuses/46594200061493249
http://twitter.com/moebamuse/status/46379810217406465
http://twitter.com/pinriko/status/46760773871083520

[by Mari-san]

The international phone I've got!!! That made me cry!!!

It was a call from somebody | don’t know.

That person made an international call by dialing Japanese Country number + his own phone
number,

hoping it went through and he could talk with somebody in Japan.

And somebody was me!

| speak very little English, but | could feel what he feels.

He called me to show his concern and to cheer me up.

| could hear the voices of many people saying “Pray for Japan” on the other end of the line.

*aA—kr—L
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[by Keiko-san]

*Operation name

US Forces named its Japan aid initiative Operation Tomodachi (Operation Friends). | was
touched -also by the fact that they didn't make a big deal of announcing it. Thank you for all your
hard work in the afflicted areas.

[by Mari-san]

The codename of US army’s rescue mission for Japan is “Operation Tomodachi” (Operation
Friends).

I’'m so touched.

They didn’t even give it publicity.

I would be grateful for your support at the suffered area.

* HOREIEN
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[by Keiko-san]

*In a dark store

It happened last night. A convenience store near a train station managed to open for business
with a power generator. While | was waiting in a long line, the generator stopped, maybe
because it ran out of fuel, and the cash register stopped. The entire store was pitch black.
Everyone put the things they had in their hands back on the shelves and left, even though no
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one would've noticed if they walked out with them.

[by Mari-san]

Last night, during a blackout,

the convenience store near the station opened their shop with their private electric generator.
There was a huge line of the people waiting to buy goods in front of cash register.

Suddenly the lights got cut off and we were plunged into absolute darkness.

It seemed the generator had run out of fuel.

Everybody there left the shop after they brought back all the items they had in their hands to the
original shelf.

Even though it was the situation that nobody could have noticed if they took them away without

paying.

*HPEATAT
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[by Min]

*Chinese Media

There are many news reports from Chinese media telling how calm Japanese citizens are and
how they are impressed about that. Chinese media are often harsh toward Japan itself, but they
introduce articles like, "After the earthquake, men are helping women and there are no trashes
on the streets in Tokyo". Central Television of China told that there are Chinese guidance in
disaster area. They ended the article by saying "We are very moved by Japanese people who
concern about foreigners".(From Asahi Newspaper)

=
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*Electric lights
[by Min]

are so glad for your help!!!'(From Mituwari in Morioka city, lwate prefecture)
[by Mari-san]

Thank you for the people who saved the electricity for us.
THANK YOU!!!
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*ERLL!

http://twitter.com/arrowbridge/status/46797841397587969
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[by Min]

*Courageous Elderly!

Old man who are likely passed 80 years old, escaped from the disaster area said "We will be
OK, we are pretty sure we will. We have experienced Tsunami from Chile so why can't we do it
this time?" in smile. He, again in smile, said "It is useless to say something sad" to the news
reporter trying to get some comments of sorrow. His wife standing next to him told the reporter
sharply "Don't take photos of our disgraceful look". From this conversation, we can see how
courageous the people

are who constructed Japan.

[by Keiko-san]

*Such dignity!

A man, probably over 80, was rescued in an afflicted area. "No problem! I've experienced the
tsunami in Chile. Let's rebuild!" he said with a smile. The reporter attempted to get comments of
grief, but he returned, "Crying just won't help the matter," and smiled. His wife standing next to
him also said, "l look ridiculous. Don't get me on camera." Those people who built Japan have
dignity.

*FENEPA
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[by Keiko-san]

*Mai-chan

"How come your hair's straight today? | told you I like your hair
curled." "l know, but this was the only way Mai could save
electricity." A conversation between a young couple on the train. The
entire Japan is thinking about what they can do to help out, that's
what | felt and tears came to my eyes. Yay, Mai-chan!
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[by Keiko-san]

*Signing up on Twitter

After the earthquake, my daughter immediately showed me how to sign up on Twitter. | was
happy. Since the email wasn't working, my husband and | both signed up. | read words of
encouragement and was touched. Wishing the best for those in the afflicted areas and those
heading there to aid.

*HER
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[by Keiko-san]

*Messages

Just saw the Ibaragi (near Tokyo) food shortage tweet. It's impossible but | looked up ways to
send things there on Yahoo Answers, and saw disaster victims in Ibaragi exchanging messages.
At the end of every message, the last line was, "The dawn always follows the darkest part of
night," "Take good care of your wife," "Be patient. Hang in there," - words of consideration and
encouragement. Amazing.

*HEEE
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[by Mari-san]

Living proof

A boy of the same age as me had a brush with death.

When he faced it, he kept making a film by the camera of his cell

phone to make it his living proof.

In such an extreme state, he did it.

| respect him.

[by Keiko-san]

A proof of his life

A boy who's the same age as me continued to take movies on his cellphone in an attempt to
leave behind a proof of his life. Amazing. | really respect him who was able to act like that in


http://twitter.com/IwamotoMari/statuses/46845919366356992
http://twitter.com/sakura5harari/statuses/46866113597943808

such circumstances.

* ff Rt !

http://twitter.com/m__ rika/statuses/46916199535214592
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[by Mari-san]

In Chinese character, we write "certain death" like this “fft{&ffan".

If we split up those characters, we get“ % & K. % & @&
(Japanese pronounciation : Ito shiki Karada, Ito shiki Inochi).

Itoshiki means precious. Karada means body. Inochi menas life.

All together, it means “Precious body. Precious life”

| saw that on the bulletin board and so touched.

More power to you, everyone! We can do it, Japan!!

[by Keiko-san]

*Zettai zetsu-mei (on the ragged edge)!

"Zettai zetsu-mei (on the ragged edge=desperate situation)": when the parts of the kanji are
taken apart, it's "ito" "shiki" "karada" "ito" "shiki" "inochi" which sounds like "Precious body,
precious life." | saw it on a board, and was moved. Go everyone! Go Japan!

*BhTHDEK

http://twitter.com/tabletalkcafe/status/46874434400821248
ROFICEETH WV -BEHLoADRE, [EENERBYLGLNLESR (KTY) BEE>TITFA:
LIEHEOEOICESELTAITDIXENTEID &K, SEIFZED LITIREES>TESHITLL%
WATELD. EATHEHI LI IBABRDODALR—BLA - £55, RAEZEIIZHST=,

[by Mari-san]

When | was on the train, | heard two old ladies talking.

“The policeman told me to turn off the light because we were short of it.”
“We used to spend a lot of time without lights for the good of our
country during the World War 2. This time, we don’t need to worry
about the bombs falling over us.

We’'ll gladly turn off the light, won’t we?”

People around them became silent.

| was almost crying.

[by Keiko-san]

*We’'re used to it

A conversation | overheard on the train between two grandmas. "The police are telling us to turn
the lights off because there's not enough electricity." "We're used to living without electricity for
the sake of our country. This time [compared to World War 11], it's not that bombs are coming


http://twitter.com/m__rika/statuses/46916199535214592
http://twitter.com/tabletalkcafe/status/46874434400821248

down on us, so wouldn't we happily turn the lights off?" People around them got silent for a
second. | almost started to cry.

* T AN ?

http://twitter.com/mugi_momo_/statuses/47075524731879424
EROITEPIHEODEETHICES>THEEEAMDHEF > TN Tz, TR Tz, B’REILTS
BIBT = BRIEBT-WENESITE . FALITEE K !

[by Keiko-san]

People in the city are cold?

On a jam packed train, a lady sitting in front of me held onto my bag for me. It made the trip a lot
easier. | was touched and tears came to my eyes. We often hear that people in the city are cold,
but that's not true!

*AAIEYEZAH

http://twitter.com/sum ma/status/47067581441523712

HEBROBEESA. 7T IVRTIRELGILITHESTEI A, CELTERYECATT , AALKTH
FEDLETRERYVELELD ! 1&. =5A. IZaT7 LN EERS, FR#IZ(M)

[by Keiko-san]

Hanging in

The Toyoko Line (Tokyo-Yokohama) train conductor announced, "Things are rough now, but let's
hang in there and survive this crisis together!" That's probably not on the manual. Nice :)

[by Mari-san aka mariyn]

*Critical time

The conductor of Toyokosen Train.

He made a train announcement.

“The situation is tough. But this is the critical time.
Let’s join hands each other and get over it!”
Those phrases might not be in the manual.
Those phrases must be coming from his heart.
Sweet J

*F)TI)L

http://twitter.com/Kaak_s/status/46087883706220544#

TARZ—— R—ARST =0T HA—RNIZT, a—LERICHERLE, BIEN/X=V (K
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[by Keiko-san]
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Ariel

In the Mermaid Lagoon Theater at Tokyo Disney Sea, the earthquake struck during a show. The
audience got in a panic, but Ariel who was suspended on a wire, perhaps in the most dangerous
circumstance, kept smiling and waving. When she left the stage after the shake stopped, there
was a big applause.

[by Mari-san aka mariyn]

*Ariel

When the earthquake struck Japan, | was watching the show at the Marmaid Lagoon Theater of
Tokyo Disneysea.

The guest got panics, but Ariel, who was hung high from a wire, kept smiling and waving to the
guests intently, even though she was the one who was in the most dangerous situation there.
After the most destructive shaking had gone, when she left the stage, the guests burst into
applause.

*RL KT

http://twitter.com/kotarotamura/status/46365732791009280#
CNNIZEBLE-TEEFEDORAZETRITEELZA . THYDBARANILES, ZFEEWVWTAYD
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[by Keiko-san]

Everything's alright

An American student living in the Chiba prefecture got on CNN. "l got in a panic, but Japanese
people around me were different. They remained calm and gave each other considerate words.
Check in on others to see everyone's alright, cheer, and help each other. They were great.
Japan will be alright." The CNN reporter hoping to hear about panic was sort of disappointed...

[by Mari-san aka mariyn]

*We are OK!

A student from USA who’s living in Chiba was interviewed by CNN.

“I got panics, but the Japanese people around me didn’t. They were calmly asking each other if
they were OK. Verify the condition of each other and cheer up each other.

Japanese people are great! Japan is Alright!”

It seemed the interviewer of CNN who was expecting a panic was a bit disappointed with his
comment.

*BE

http://twitter.com/ok 29/status/46783719771607041
BRESAICTHEA—4BMBEZESE TN THYNESI D TELTH/IMEVWFEEXR- RES
ATz, BIESHEIL T =,
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[by Keiko-san]
At the train station

| saw little kids telling a train station staff, "Thank you for doing your best to keep the train
running yesterday." The staff was crying. | cried big time, too.

[by Mari-san aka mariyn]

*Trains

| saw a little boy telling the station staff “Thank you very much for putting the best effort to
operate trains yesterday.

The station staff was weeping. | couldn’t help buy cry.

*TREEAHAHTED

http://twitter.com/8waru11/status/4707 41
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[by Keiko-san]

What brings energy to people

Hey, all women in the world, listen. There's not enough electricity in Japan. That can't be helped.
What fills the gap is everyone's positive energy. Above all else, women's smiles creates energy.

There's no light, so your makeup may not be perfect, but that's ok. Please smile, and everything
will be alright even in this situation. Good morning!

*EWASY

http://twitter.com/yurikomav/stat 47133186479767552
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[by Keiko-san]

Unrivaled...

The number of people the self-defense army has rescued: close to 10,000. Amazing. When |
was able to talk to a guy in Fukushima prefecture, | heard how great they were. Really
awesome. Get two elderlies on the back, two more in each arm; with four all together they run
around as if that's nothing. They can't spare much time to eat or sleep, but are doing their best
with a smile on their faces.

*O5DTSH !
http://twitter.com/shi052/stat 471377 7832
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[by Keiko-san]

I'm going to beat it up

Yesterday my little cousin who came over had a hero action figure in his hand. | wondered why
he's holding onto it, and he came over and said, "Shi-chan, I'm going to beat the earthquake up
with this." He's just three years-old, but is thinking like that. That touched me and made me cry.

* Bt
http://twitter.com/serious_eqgg/statuses/47137182279929856
BRIADPKEIZEKTELTS ADE=HE-TE baoERH

[by Keiko-san]
Pork soup
My mother is making tons of pork soup. She said it's for other people. | was kind of moved.

-l

http://twitter.com/lawolla635/statuses/47150116968214528
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[by Keiko-san]

A sale

At a mom-and-pop store they were having a, "let's-help-each-other-out-at-this-rough-time sale".
Everyday household things were marked down, but they've always kept the prices low and they
were barely making profit! It was amazing that the lady was putting prices on things knowing
that they wouldn't bring in much profit, but still had a smile on her face.

*REREEHAETIO

http:/twitter.com/8waru11/status/47079098564100096
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[by Mari-san]

*Energy Source

Girls! Please listen to me! Now we are short of electricity. We can’t

do much about it.

What makes up for this is people’s energy. Smile of the girls is one


http://twitter.com/serious_egg/statuses/47137182279929856
http://twitter.com/8waru11/status/47079098564100096

of the biggest energy sources of us. We have tough situation, you may
not be able to make up nicely, but please show us your smile. Your
smile can be the key to get over this! Good Morning!

* AL

http://twitter.com/yurikomav/statuses/47133186479767552
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[by Mari-san]

*Unrivaled effort

| was so touched by the outstanding news that Japan Self-Defense

Forces rescued almost 10,000 people from the disaster site.

I had an opportunity to talk with the one who lives in Fukushima.

He told me about the unrivaled effort of them.

He said “people witnessed several of members of the Self Defense

Forces carried 4 old people at a time, 2 on his back and 1 each on hid

arms.

Carrying 4 people at a time and run — they keep doing that without

enough eat and sleep as if it's a kind of thing should be taken for

granted.

And there’s a smile on their face.”

*OoDI(TH !

http://twitter.com/shi052/stat 471377 7832
FERSBICEVWEIDBUSIHAFITREIAF —DHELLLF>TTHRATHE>THADOMNE? &
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[by Mari-san]

*smash out the earthquake

Yesterday, my little nephew came to visit us.

He has a doll of Kamen Rider (Japanese hero, someone like Spiderman)

in his hand.

I wonder why he brought it.

He came to me and told me, “Shi-chan (my name), I’'m going to smash out

the earthquake with him!”

He is just a 3-years-old boy, but has such a spirit.

| couldn’t help but weep.

* it

http://twitter.com/seri tat 4713718227992
BESANKEIZETELTS ADFHE>TE bioERRE)
[by Mari-san]
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*Miso soup
My mom is making tons of Miso soup.
For the people, she said.

Touched.

*t—-)L

http://twitter.com/lawoll tat 4715011 21452
BABEECIE-=EZEXEELVRE—ILIO->T=, BRAGENMEZLLE>TAD, BENSETIF
LEDTHFIF)EE Lo fE ... IV [FEAERITHEBWERDON S HFOMEZREY AL

CITEESBESAICREEILT-,

[by Mari-san]

*Bargain

| saw a small privately owned shop had a sale named “Help each other Sale”.
They sells daily necessities at a substantial discount.

| know that they had been cutting prices to the bone even before the
earthquake, but even more!

| was so touched with the smile of the lady who put new price tags on goods.

* ok

http://twitter.com/NoK_code_0204/status/47151301930393600

BH&LY, SHOBEMEMTEH..., BURAALEERNTTFOURX, IRAE>TWLSH, FHICH
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[Written by Seika]

* Samurai Spirit

From mother; in the Yokohama-city subway this morning, there was a announcement in the train
I had got on "Sorry for the inconvenience of the jam, but this carriage is actually meant be for
only women. Thank you for your understanding." Women fell concerned about the men, as they
knew we were all in short of transports, but all the men got off in silence with no complains, and
they waited for the next one. This is the Samurai Spirit (showing what they think is right without
looking for recognition.) They are the Japanese men.

[by Mari-san]

*Spirit of Samurai

From my Mom.

This morning, in the crowded car of Yokohama City subway,

there was a train announcement.

“'m sorry to say this in this situation, but Car No. X is a woman only car.”

All the women in that car looked upset, but all the men who were there

got off the train and waited for next one without any fuss.

Sprits of Samurai.

This shows how gentle Japanese men are.
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*FBOEEH

http://twitter.com/bitboi/status/46767976380248064
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[Written by Seika]

* Broadcast Accident

When a male news reporter was reporting on the news about the current situation in the
damaged region, he fell silent all of a sudden after reading "A mother who was unable to
breastfeed her bady due to a large amount of stree queued for milk at the supermarket all night"
He paused and it was like a moment of a broadcast accident. He got back to his report soon
after that, but i saw him crying. My eyes watered.

[by Mari-san]

| was watching TV hearing the anchorman of NHK kept reading out the

situation of damage in a detached tone.

He said "A woman who couldn’t get her breast milk from the stress

got in a line in front of the supermarket all night and she finally

managed buy some milk for the baby."

Then, there was a brief silence.

Soon after, he started to read out again, but | could feel that he was crying.

My eyes filled with tears.

[by Aya-san]

Dead Air, Falling Silent

An NHK announcer was reading a news script, announcing the state of the devastation and the
latest development calmly. He reached this part of the news script, "A mother was able to buy
much-waited formula for her baby. She stood in line all thru the night in front of a supermarket.
Her milk had dried up because of stress caused by the quakes." The announcer fell silent. It
was like dead air. He immediately picked up but | could see he was crying. Tears welled up in
my eyes.

*EMhorEA -

http://twitter.com/lovkayo21/status/47172194421321728

WONBRDFEPRIZEZS. [BEHELCANEIN . RARKEXLLHH-THFHH1
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[Written by Seika]

* When | was young

I shall tell my children and ground children one day, " There was a catastrophecal earthquake in
the north-east part of Japan when | was young . The whole world came together and supported
us, which looked brightening to me." | shall tell them until they get bored of the story, so | hope
as many people as possibe to get recovery.

[by Mari-san]

* When | was young...


http://twitter.com/bitboi/status/46767976380248064
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One day, | will tell my children and grandchildren.

“When | was young, there was a huge earthquake. All the world united

and helped each other. People’s feeling of goodwill was shining all

over.”

| will tell this story till everybody get fed up with it.

I hope that as many people as possible will be saved and recover from

the suffering.

[by Aya-san]

* When Granny was young...

I will tell my kids and grandkids someday_when | have them_, "When granny was young, we
had this terrible earthquake that hit east part of this country. And the whole world came together
as one. Everyone did best to support each other. It was tough but we glowed with pride." | will
tell them again and again, until they get fed up with an old granny's story. SO, | WANT US TO
CHEER UP. #prayforjapan

*BREEEITEW

http://twitter.com/efunosan/status/46944 39200674201
ELEBRRICTIAALGRITHLTAIYELDLWASIZELREDIVE ZICE WL HFILIEEST
BIEVWSEINCEILRATI 2B THMmT 51DV =, ZDEGALERENENT-, COEIZELE
IFETRTY,

[by Aya-san]

* We suck, but...

On an anonymous online bulletin board, someone asked, "What'd you guys do if you walked
into a convenience store (a drug store) that had lost power in the dark and everyone inside the
store had left and abandoned the store? You'd be virtually free to take anything from the
store!?" Someone immediately responded, "I'd take off all my clothes and walk around naked."
Lots of other guys agreed to that comment. This country sucks, but the people rock.

[by Mari-san]

*It may sound stupid, but

There was an open letter at the bulletin board.

“What would you do if you happened to find a convenience store that is

dark without power and everybody had run away, so that you can swipe

whatever you want?”

Somebody answered “ | would hang around butt naked”

Many people offered thumbs up.

We are stupid but we are still powerful enough to joke on it.

AL

http:/twitter.com/Aimi7 1/status/47138155232641024
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[by Aya-san]
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*’1 am not powerless”

My beloved one serves the Self Defense Forces and is currently deployed in an affected area.
He only gets 3 hours of break per 24 hours. | emailed him asking if he was doing alright. His
reply: "This is what we are trained for. People who | care make me believe | am not powerless.
I'm calm and peaceful inside." | know you already appreciate these courageous men, but | ask
you to show your appreciation even more.

* s

http://twitter.com/KamakuraKimono/status/47258157 4
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[by Mari-san aka marilyn]

We will make a strong comeback

| got an e-mail from my friend in Kesennuma, Miyagi.

“The survivors are all doing well.

There’s sludge and heavy oil sprit everywhere, and we have no bath and toilet

So that we are eating foods by the dirty hands.

Harrowing stories here and there, but we have whole lot more encouraging stories.

We will make a strong comeback, so please believe in and wait for the good news.”

| can’t stop crying.

*REEY Ay S —

http://twitter.com/eri_thjt 61/status/47238835880464384
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#prayforjapan #BELOVED

[by Mari-san aka mariyn]

My Mom and Twitter

| let my Mom read the twitter.

She read it and moved to tears.

“The younger generation is trying to protect Japan like this supporting each other...!”
We are doing the right thing.

What we are doing now is something substantial.

* R RIIGAT

http://twitter.com/inomsk/status/47266541493960704
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[by Mari-san aka marilyn]

The Secure Place
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| saw my 3 years-old daughter moving all her favorite dolls to somewhere.

She was saying “ | moved them to the secure place in preparation for the earthquake.”

Time to go to bed.

| turned over my bedding, and | found all her dolls there.

| burst into laughter.

My daughter always sleeps in the same bed with me, her Dad.

| was really really happy to know that she thought that the place she sleeps is the most secure
place in the world.

=AY

http://twitter.com/maromaro25/stat 476134478437
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[by Aya-san]

An owner of a ramen shop is offering ramen noodles FREE OF CHARGE because his shop
survived the tsunami and the quakes. But his house got swept away by tsunami and he's been
living in an evacuation site. People are warmhearted in Japan despite his/her own suffering.
I'm proud to be Japanese.

*

http://twitter.com/NamicoAoto/status/46951384263831552
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[by Mari-san aka marilyn]

Volunteered

My father is going to dispatched on a mission to the atomic power plant of Fukushima.
| was close to crying when | heard that he volunteered for the mission, even though he retires in
6 months.

"What we do now navigates the future of atomic power plant.

I'm going there with a sense of responsibility.”

He has been rather unreliable type at home,

but...

| couldn't be prouder of him.

I hope he'll get back safe and sound.

* RO E
http://twitter.com/ownwing/status/47445388487172096
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[by Mari-san aka marilyn]

Daddy’s Job

From my friend whose hubby is a member of the Self-Defense Forces.(SDF)

In past days, there was a time that her son came to her with tears and asked her

“Is it true that my daddy’s job is war?”

Probably somebody said something insensitive, and that hurt him.

Recently, he always watches TV up front, saying “Go for it, Daddy! Hang in there, Daddy’s
friends!”

And he also says that he will be a member of the SDF in the future.

| couldn’t help but crying, even though | was on the train to go to work.

*BNPRDIRIN
http://twitter.com/itigotaso01/status/47218303822872576
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[by Mari-san aka marilyn]

Okaerinasai=Welcome back!

Must-do's to cope the disaster

"Okaerinasai"(Welcome back)

O ... Osanai (Don't push)

Ka ... Kakenai (Don't run)

E ... Egao wo wasurenai (Don't forget to smile)

Ri ... Riso wo sutenai (Retain the vision)

Na ... Naite Stress hassan (Cry and release the stress)

Sa ... Sayonara ha Iwanai (Never say goodbye)

| ... Ikinobiru (Survive!)

| have just learned of this.

This is amazing!
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http://twitter.com/ritz29/status/47316929937027072
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Message from Dad

I checked an emergency pack of my house. | found a message that my Dad wrote 40 years ago.
| too will write a message on a brand new emergency pack.

Something that encourages people. http://p.twipple.jp/KwUYm



http://twitter.com/itigotaso01/status/47218303822872576
http://twitter.com/ritz29/status/47316929937027072
http://p.twipple.jp/KwUYm
http://p.twipple.jp/KwUYm
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http://twitter.com/sachyco/statuses/47821072803971072
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[by Mari-san aka marilyn]

Keep it up!

The junior high school students in the disaster area made a little banner from the remains and
set it up at the safe shelter.

The banner reads “ Keep it up!”.

Even though the fate of some of their family remains unknown, but they say “We do what we
can do now”.

How admirable!

We've got to straighten up, right?
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http://twitter.com/mongol_daruma/status/47 1 263244
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Two days pay

| am a Japanese living in Mongolia.

All the customs officer decided to donate their 2 days pay to the victims of this earthquake.
The hearts of Mongolian are burning.

They think that here comes a time that they can repay Japanese Government for its aid of last
decades, and to share a deep friendship with Japanese people.

ks
http://twitter.com/#!/natsuorin/statuses/48206976836050944
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[by Aya-san]

My mother’s foot warmer


http://twitter.com/sachyco/statuses/47821072803971072
http://twitter.com/mongol_daruma/status/47690510902632448
http://twitter.com/#!/natsuorin/statuses/48206976836050944

Mom goes, "Oh! My little foot warmer got away!" My sister goes, "No | did not! ;D" And Mom
goes, "Oh, there you are :)" ... Mom and sister were sharing a futon during a blackout and Mom
was searching for my sis's warm feet. Cute mom :)
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http://twitter.com/#!/ngymmgm/statuses/48207515028172800
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[by Aya-san]

A little knight

I was walking behind a mother with a little boy and a baby in a carriage. The mother said to her
young boy, "What if another earthquake hits? Scary, isn't it?" The kindergarten boy said, "No

worries, Mom. | will do THIS!" Then the boy bent over the baby in the carriage to protect his
young sibling. What a little knight in a shiny armor. My heart felt warm.
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http://twitter.com/gatten_taku/status/48220726808940544+#
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[by Aya-san]

Disgraceful

A teenage boy walked into a drugstore, a package of toilet paper in hand. He said, "My parent
hoarded and bought two packages yesterday. How disgraceful. | would like to return one."


http://twitter.com/#!/ngymmgm/statuses/48207515028172800
http://twitter.com/gatten_taku/status/48220726808940544#

--My friend who works for the drugstore was impressed to hear a word "disgraceful" from a high
school boy. We have bright future ahead in this country.
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[by Aya-san]
Packing for a move

When | was packing for my move, my mother handed me a flashlight and survival food she had
kept for the family, saying "Take these and don't buy new ones. There are people who really
need them now. Us? We are fine. We have family and neighbors. We can help each other if a
disaster strikes our area. You will be living by yourself, a stranger in a strange land. You have
all the reasons to be anxious about your new life. No need to be anxious about us, your family."
| felt so proud to be my mother's daughter, to be part of this family.

* M RE i Rh

http://twitter.com/#!/niidome/status/47 1887043584
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[by Aya-san]

Mom's Pep Talk


http://twitter.com/pink_no_ribbon/statuses/48317351006969856#
http://twitter.com/#!/niidome/status/47980961887043584

Called my Mom to let her know | survived the quakes. She lives in Kagoshima, on Kyushu
Island, a thousand miles south of Tohoku. Thought she was worried about me and wanted to
calm her down. Instead of tears, what | got from her was a pep talk. "Know, with all your heart,
the meaning of your being where you are, at this timing and age in your life. Do the best you
can to serve others." Mother, | am proud to be your son. | will live through all this.
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