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ABSTRACT 

Gender equality is one of the characteristics of a good teaching source. In light of this, it is necessary to investigate 
how school textbooks portray gender. The aim of this qualitative research was to analyze gender representation in 
English textbooks for senior high school students. This research employed content analysis to analyze two English 
text books: Bahasa Inggris, published by the Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture and Pathway to English, 
published by Erlangga. The former is a mandatory book, while the latter is supplementary in nature. In addition, 
Pathway to English is also widely used across Indonesia. Logsdon’s (1985) theory of gender representation was 
utilized to analyze the gender representation in both books. Males/female pictures or illustrations in both books were 
analyzed by using Logsdon’s theories. The results showed that overall there are  441 pictures comprising 168 female 
pictures and 273 male pictures  in both books. In Bahasa Inggris, there are 159 pictures, consisting of 88 female 
pictures and 71 male pictures. In Pathway to English, there are 282 pictures consisting of 80 female pictures and 202 
male pictures. Based on the data, it can be seen that male dominance prevails in both books. However, Bahasa Inggris 
gives more space for female pictures. On the contrary, Pathway to English shows a more dominant appearance of male 
pictures. It can be concluded that Bahasa Inggris gives more visibility towards females, while Pathway to English 
follows the pattern of dominant male visibility. Suggestions on how to deal with this gender inequality is discussed.  
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