
Burial Vaults Cost: What You Need to 
Know Before You Buy 
When planning a funeral, one of the most significant decisions you’ll make is whether to 
purchase a burial vault. Understanding burial vaults cost is essential for making informed 
choices that honor your loved one while staying within your budget. In this guide, we’ll break 
down the factors that influence burial vaults cost, compare different types, and offer tips for 
saving money without sacrificing quality. 

What Is a Burial Vault? 
A burial vault is a lined and sealed outer container that houses the casket in the ground. Its 
primary purpose is to protect the casket from soil pressure and water, and to prevent the ground 
above from sinking. Many cemeteries require burial vaults for traditional ground burials, making 
them a common part of funeral planning. 

How Much Do Burial Vaults Cost? 
The cost of burial vaults can vary widely depending on materials, design, and location. On 
average, burial vaults cost between $900 and $7,000, but high-end models can exceed 
$10,000. Here’s a breakdown of typical price ranges: 

Type of Burial Vault Average Cost Features 

Concrete Vault $900 - $3,000 Basic protection, most 
common 

Metal Vault (Steel, Bronze, 
Copper) 

$2,500 - $7,000 Enhanced durability, 
decorative finishes 

Premium/Lined Vault $4,000 - $10,000+ Multiple layers, warranties, 
custom options 

Factors That Affect Burial Vaults Cost 
Several factors influence the final price you’ll pay for a burial vault: 

●​ Material: Concrete is generally less expensive than metal or composite materials. 
●​ Design and Lining: Vaults with inner linings (plastic, bronze, copper) offer more 

protection and cost more. 
●​ Brand and Manufacturer: Well-known brands or custom designs can increase the price. 
●​ Location: Prices vary by region and cemetery requirements. 
●​ Funeral Home Markup: Buying directly from a manufacturer may be less expensive than 

purchasing through a funeral home. 

https://storage.googleapis.com/fps2025/burial-vaults-cost.html
https://funeral-programs-2026.blogspot.com/2026/10/burial-vaults-cost.html
https://funerals.ghost.io/burial-vaults-cost-a-complete-guide-to-prices-types-and-savings/


Do You Have to Buy a Burial Vault? 
Not all cemeteries require burial vaults, but many do. It’s important to check with your chosen 
cemetery about their specific requirements. Some may allow grave liners, which are less 
expensive but offer less protection than full burial vaults. 

Ways to Save on Burial Vaults Cost 
●​ Shop Around: Compare prices from funeral homes, cemeteries, and online retailers. 
●​ Ask for a Price List: Funeral providers must give you a General Price List by law. 
●​ Consider Simpler Designs: Basic concrete vaults are more affordable and still meet 

most cemetery requirements. 
●​ Buy Direct: Purchasing from a manufacturer or reputable online source can save money. 

For a detailed walkthrough of burial vault options and pricing, watch this comprehensive video 
guide on YouTube. 

Burial Vaults Cost vs. Grave Liners 
Grave liners are a less expensive alternative to burial vaults. While they provide some 
protection, they are not sealed and do not offer the same level of durability. Here’s a quick 
comparison: 

Feature Burial Vault Grave Liner 

Sealed Yes No 

Protection Level High Moderate 

Average Cost $900 - $10,000+ $700 - $1,500 

Frequently Asked Questions About Burial Vaults Cost 
●​ Can I buy my own burial vault? Yes, you can purchase a burial vault from a third-party 

provider and have it delivered to the cemetery. 
●​ Are there warranties? Some premium vaults include warranties against water or 

structural damage. 
●​ Does insurance cover burial vaults? Most life insurance policies can be used to pay for 

burial vaults as part of funeral expenses. 

Learn More About Burial Vaults 
For more information and a wide selection of burial vaults, visit The Funeral Program Site. You 
can also explore our YouTube channel for helpful videos on funeral planning. 
If you’d like to listen to an in-depth discussion, check out our podcast episode on burial vaults 

https://funeralchannel.co/2026/10/17/how-much-does-a-burial-vault-cost-a-complete-guide-for-families/
https://youtube.com/shorts/VaagFhhOZQA?feature=share
https://youtu.be/tTdxyvpIEkA
https://youtube.com/shorts/7RzTJBrlm8Q?feature=share
https://youtu.be/tTdxyvpIEkA
https://youtu.be/tTdxyvpIEkA
https://storage.googleapis.com/fps2025/FPS.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLffdbKs83T48
https://www.podbean.com/player-v2/?i=p6hrn-1b8804c-pb


cost and funeral planning tips. 
For the full blog post with additional resources, read the full guide here. 

https://www.funeralprogramsite.com/blogs/news/burial-vaults-cost

	Burial Vaults Cost: What You Need to Know Before You Buy 
	What Is a Burial Vault? 
	How Much Do Burial Vaults Cost? 
	Factors That Affect Burial Vaults Cost 
	Do You Have to Buy a Burial Vault? 
	Ways to Save on Burial Vaults Cost 
	Burial Vaults Cost vs. Grave Liners 
	Frequently Asked Questions About Burial Vaults Cost 
	Learn More About Burial Vaults 


