
 
 

Adventures in Collage 
Grades K-2 

 
Lesson 2: Tearing Shapes Reflection 

Students will reflect on their art making using close-looking, speaking, writing, and/or 
sketchbook prompts. 
 
Materials and tools needed:  
●​ Pencil  
●​ Sketchbook or one to two pieces of paper  
●​ Collage from the previous lesson 
 
Note: The following activities are written with sample language you may use with your 
students. Following the art-making lesson, you may choose as many reflection 
activities as desired for students to work on in class or independently. 
 
Activity #1: Close-Looking Activity/Sharing Student Work (10 minutes) 

Hello, artists! Today we are going to continue exploring shapes by looking closely at the 
collages we made when we used our hands as tools to tear paper.  
 
Take a close look at your collage.  
●​ What shapes do you notice?  
●​ What do these shapes remind you of? 
For students needing more support:  
●​ I see a _______ shape. It reminds me of______. [Example: I see a long, bumpy 

shape. It reminds me of a tall tree.] 
 
Model holding up your own work and describing several shapes that you tore and what 
they remind you of.  
 
Activity #2: Close Looking: William Kentridge (10-15 minutes) 

Note to Teachers: Before teaching with a work of art, spend some time looking closely 
at it on your own. Familiarizing yourself with the artwork will prepare you to guide the 
close-looking activity.  
 

 



 

If your students are new to looking at art together, you can introduce the activity to 
students in the following way: 
 
Today we are going to spend some time looking at and discussing a work of art 
together. When we look at art, there are no right or wrong answers. I’m going to ask 
you to look closely, share your ideas about what you see, and listen respectfully to each 
other’s ideas. Everyone’s ideas are important. We all see things differently, and when 
we look at art, we can learn to see through each other’s eyes.   
 

 
William Kentridge. Portage. 2000. Accordion-folded illustrated book with torn black 
paper on encyclopedia pages. Museum of Modern Art, New York 
 
 
 
 
 
Let’s look closely at this collage by the artist William Kentridge.  
●​ What do you think is happening in this artwork? 
●​ What are some of the shapes that you notice?  
●​ How do you think the artist made these shapes? How do you know? 
●​ What can you imagine you could make with the same shapes? 
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https://www.moma.org/collection/works/86810


 

 
For students needing more support: 

●​ I think _________. 
●​ I see _________ shapes. 
●​ I think the artist made these shapes by ____________ because I see_____________. 
●​ I could make _______________. 
​
Activity #3: Writing Activity: (10 minutes) 
Now we are going to write about our artwork. Start by choosing two shapes in your 
collage.  

●​ What kind of shapes are they?  
●​ What do they remind you of? 

Based on your students’ writing skills, choose from the options below:  

Option 1: Write a sentence using three words to describe your shapes. Then write a 
sentence telling us three things that the shapes remind you of.  

Option 2: Use the sentence frames below to write two sentences about your artwork. 

My shape is ___________, _____________, and ___________.​
​ ​     bumpy​ ​ small​ ​ ​ square​
​ ​     wavy​ ​ big​ ​ ​ rectangle​
​ ​     pointy​ ​ thin​ ​ ​ triangle​
​ ​     curvy ​ ​ wide​ ​ ​ circle​ ​
​    ​     round​ ​ long​ ​ ​ oval​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ short 

It reminds me of a ___________, a _____________, and a ___________. 
 
Option 3: Label your collage using the vocabulary words above and share with a grown 
up what you imagine each one could be. 

Activity #4: Sketchbook Activity (10-15 minutes) 

Now that you have looked closely at the shapes in your collage, we’re going to 
transform or change them into something new by making a drawing.  
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Look at the shapes in your collage. Notice how they are arranged. Make a drawing in 
your sketchbook of your entire collage. Carefully look at each shape and the space 
around it.  
 
Now, think about what you would like to add to your drawing. Continue your drawing 
by adding more shapes, lines, or details. 
 

Model starting a drawing of a few of the shapes in your collage, noting the placement 
of each. You could say: For example, I’m going to start by drawing the curvy, triangle 
shape that I see on the bottom of my collage and the big square that I see at the top.  

●​ What do these shapes remind you of? 

Take suggestions from students.  

I’m going to make my triangle into a tree by drawing a square trunk. Maybe I’ll add 
more trees around it. 
 
Now it’s your turn.  

●​ How will you transform your shapes?  
●​ What will each shape become in your drawing? 

After students finish their drawings, ask:  
●​ How did you transform your shapes?  
●​ What shapes, lines, or details did you add to your drawing? 
 
 
 
 
RESOURCE 

Read aloud the book It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles Shaw 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HLzUwc_zAI


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Special thanks to the generous support of the New York Community Trust. 

* Note that this template complies with Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 for optimal web accessibility. 
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