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Learning About Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.  

 

Observing Martin Luther King Jr. Day (K-5)                    
Resources to better understand MLK Jr. Day. 

American Icons: Martin Luther King Jr. Civil 
Rights Leader (3-7)                                                      
A full lesson plan allowing students to examine 
documents and watch videos.  

Virtual Field Trip: The Civil Rights 
Movement (5-10)                                                      
A Georgia standards-based, virtual learning journey 
that transports students to a critical period of time 
in United States history. 

Seven Ways to Honor Dr. King’s Legacy 
with Children (2-8)                                                      
As MLK Day approaches, the author of “The 
Barefoot Mommy” says we owe it to our children — 
and to ourselves — to talk about Dr. King's work, 
honor his legacy and consider what his work 
means today. 

Blog: 15 Picture Books that Honor Dr. King 
(K-5)                                                               
Resources to talk openly with kids about America’s 
history, the values Dr. King and other civil rights activists 
fought for, and how we can continue to strive for and 
promote equal rights. 

Primary Source Set: Voting Rights Act 1965 
(6-12)                                                               
These materials from DPLA are designed to help 
students develop their critical thinking skills and 
draw diverse material from libraries, archives, and 
museums across the United States. 

March on Washington (6-12)                                            
Help your students appreciate the significance of 
this event — and its role in the larger Civil Rights 
Movement with over 40 resources. 
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1968: A Time of Change (9-12) 
In this interactive lesson from WGBH, students 
develop a written argument in response to the 
question “Why did the year 1968 come to 
symbolize the 1960s as a decade of change in 
America? ” 

Origin of Everything: How Did Martin Luther 
King Jr. Get a Holiday? (9-12) 
Did you know Martin Luther King Jr Day wasn’t 
celebrated in all 50 states until 2000? And that in 
order to create the holiday honoring the civil rights 
leader we needed help from Stevie Wonder and 
the National Football League. Why was this the 
case? 

Close Reading of Text: MLK “Letter from 
Birmingham Jail” (11-12) 
In this video from EngageNY's Common Core 
Video Series, David Coleman, a contributing author 
to the Common Core State Standards, models a 
close reading of Martin Luther King's Letter from 
Birmingham Jail.  

Black Culture Connection: Martin Luther  
King Jr. (6-12) 
This special collection of videos and 
web-exclusives features a window into a 
documentary or program about MLK and his legacy 
on civil rights and equality in the U.S.  

PBS NewsHour: Martin Luther King Jr. (6-12) 
Three pages of videos and lesson plans from one 
of the most trusted sources of balanced news.   

 

NPR: Remembering Martin Luther King Jr.  
(6-12) 
Lists of stories from NPR concerning Dr. King.  

 

 

THIRTEEN: Free at Last - Martin Luther King 
Jr. (9-12) 
This 90-minute Emmy Award-winning, 
cinema-verite film premiered in April 1968. It it 
provides an insightful, behind-the-scenes portrait of 
the man and his mission.  

 

StoryCorps: An Eyewitness Account of 
MLK’s Final Days (8-12) 
Clara Jean Ester was a college student at Memphis 
State College in Tennessee when she bore witness 
to a series of pivotal moments in civil rights history. 
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