
 

The Code of Ethics: La Hermandad del Silencio 
(The Zoot Suit & The Asphalt: Los Angeles, 1943) 

This code governs the conduct, style, and fierce discipline of the brothers who walk the concrete 
of Los Angeles under the shadow of the spotlight and the sirens. Built on the foundations of 
pachuquismo, this is a code of resistance, absolute loyalty, and refined stoicism. We do not look 
for trouble, but we never run from it. We speak little, dress immaculate, and protect our own with 
our lives. 

I. El Silencio y La Palabra (The Lip & The Bond) 
"In a closed mouth, no flies enter; from a quiet man, no betrayal leaks." 

1.​ The Vault: What is seen, heard, or done within the brotherhood remains buried in the 
asphalt. The streets are filled with ears, and the authorities are always looking for an 
excuse. A brother never sings, never boasts, and never drops a dime. 

2.​ The Quiet Power: Silence is not fear; it is strategic control. A Pachuco does not 
loudmouth his business on the corner or try to prove his toughness through noise. True 
weight is carried quietly. 

3.​ The Unwritten Contract: A brother’s word is a heavy coin. When you give your word to 
a brother, a neighbor, or a family member, you fulfill it to the letter. If you cannot back it 
up, keep your lips zipped. 

II. La Estampa y El Respeto (The Draped Style & The Stride) 
"Walk in such a way that your style commands the room, and your presence 
commands the street." 

1.​ The Shield of Style: The suit is our armor; the crease is our discipline. A brother carries 
himself with immaculate presentation. To dress with pride—tapered, draped, and 
shined—is an act of defiance against a city that wants us invisible. You do not disrespect 
the cloth by acting sloppy or careless. 

2.​ The Controlled Stride: A Pachuco walks with a slow, deliberate cadence—the tacuche 
requires dignity. We do not run in panic, nor do we hustle out of desperation. We move 
with the calm assurance of men who own the ground beneath their soles. 

3.​ The Bound of Mutual Respect: We do not look down on the working man, the corner 
vendor, or the neighborhood families. We treat our people with absolute courtesy. We do 
not pick fights out of petty arrogance; we save our fire for those who try to cross our 
boundaries. 

III. La Sangre y El Barrio (The Blood & The Blocks) 
"The roof does not fall if the pillars stand unyielding." 

1.​ Sanctuary of the Home: The family is the ultimate foundation. A brother protects, 
provides for, and honors his mother, his sisters, and his household. Domestic cowardice 



 

or raising a hand against the vulnerable inside the home is a strike of immediate 
dishonor. 

2.​ Defenders of the Weak: The strength of the brotherhood belongs to the neighborhood. 
We protect the kids, the elderly, and the sisters of the barrio from outside heat, sailors, or 
predatory crews. Anyone who uses the name of the brotherhood to bully the weak is 
stripped of his colors. 

3.​ Territorial Honor: We know every alley, every court, and every streetcar line from East 
LA to Downtown. We respect the turf of our neighbors, but we guard our blocks with 
absolute vigilance. No one enters our perimeter to disrespect our people unchallenged. 

IV. La Sangre Fría y El Sacrificio (Cold Blood & The Grind) 
"Earn your bread with your sweat, and your status with your stoicism." 

1.​ The Ice in the Veins: When the heat comes down—whether it’s a rival crew on the 
corner or the police squad cars—a brother maintains sangre fría (cold blood). Panic 
leads to mistakes; anger leads to traps. Keep your head clear when the air turns to fire. 

2.​ The Pride of the Labor: We do not rely on charity or handouts. Whether shining shoes, 
working the docks, sweating in the kitchens, or organizing the floor, a brother works with 
sharp precision. The hustle is clean, and the pocket is earned. 

3.​ Endurance of the Soul: When the times get lean or when the pressure builds from a 
hostile city, a brother does not whine or complain. We endure the hardships with a smile, 
a tilted hat, and an unshakeable spirit. Resilience is our heritage. 

The Mandate of the Brother 
"Before the Los Angeles sky, before the blood of my ancestors, and under the 
protection of the Silence: I swear to keep my lips sealed, my style sharp, and my 
blade ready only for defense. If I break this bond, let the street forget my name and 
the concrete swallow my memory." 
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