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English Version

Hi everyone! CactusPenguin here, how are you all doing? Since 2020 due to COVID, it's been
difficult to travel and tourism has really been suffering hasn’t it? In addition, up until October
2022, tourists could not enter Japan. But now in 2023, tourism seems to be increasing again.
So, fellow penguins, do you want to travel to Japan? Have you made plans yet?

When you go to Japan, do you still have cell phone service? For example, even if you have
service in your home country, you might not be able to use your phone internationally. Because
of that, some preparation is needed before going to Japan. I'm not an expert, but | have a few



suggestions to make preparations a little bit easier. First, you can buy a SIM card from a
Japanese cell phone service. You can buy a fixed service plan and use your own phone.
Another method is a Pocket WiFi device. When on, the Pocket WiFi connects to mobile
networks in Japan and broadcasts a WiFi network. Then, you can use your phone as-is and
connect to WiFi. However, making calls will still be difficult. The last method is the one that | use.
GoogleFi has a cell phone plan which is usable in most countries.

While in Japan, how does one pay for things? What do you think is the easiest method? When |
went to Japan in 2016, | used mostly cash. It was really surprising. It's said that Japan is a really
high tech country, yet cash is still often used. Other than cash, | often used IC cards such as
SUICA and PASSMO. Most stores did not accept credit cards.

You can get yen from your own country but getting cash in Japan can be a little complicated.
Going to a bank seems obvious, but depending on the bank, international ATM cards aren’t
accepted. The most convenient places to take out cash are 7-11 and the post office.

Compared to 2016, IC cards, credit cards, and payment app use is increasing, which is very
convenient. There are various IC cards and they’re different depending on the region, but most
of them can be used throughout Japan. IC cards can be purchased and loaded with money at
vending machines inside train stations and other places. More stores are also accepting credit
cards. But be careful, there may be a fee for using your credit card internationally in Japan.

What did you think? What are you most looking forward to when traveling to Japan? Are you
worried at all? Thanks for reading and | hope the information above is helpful!



