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Introductory Notes: This talk, available on YouTube, was the opening plenary session (offered
via Microsoft Teams Live) for the Common CAHSS 2020 Conference at the University of
Wisconsin-Green Bay. My colleague Professor Ryan Martin shared the University of

Wisconsin-Green Bay Land Acknowledgment at the opening of the session, and my colleague

Professor Alison Staudinger skillfully guided me through the questions at the end. In the
conclusion of the talk, I quote a sentence from Robin Wall Kimmerer’s Braiding Sweetgrass, “All
flourishing is mutual.” This phrase appears five times in the book (on pages 15, 20, 21, 166, and
382), and Kimmerer presents it as one of the “teachings of plants” mentioned in the subtitle.
Given the degree to which this talk was inspired and informed by writings and teachings of First
Nations people, which have been offered freely to all people, including settler colonists, I'd like
to encourage anyone who watches the talk to consider how the United States and Canada could
move toward reciprocity and justice for First Nations people today--as an essential aspect of

moving beyond sustainability.
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® This is an accessible book that will likely make an impact on public discourse. The “Tug of War for
Time” graphic provides an overview of the main points. Krznaric in no way originated the concept of
being a good ancestor, and he doesn’t claim to. He states: “I am deeply indebted to the indigenous peoples
in the US, who had an image of seven generations being the appropriate time to think about the future”
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prey to a phony work of scholarship, posted on the internet by a group purporting to be scholarly, that
suggests that the association of the Seventh Generation principle with the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) is a
myth. I have chosen not to link to this blog post to avoid promoting misinformation, but suffice it to say
that the post’s author attempts to use an anecdote to deny the deep roots of Seventh Generation thinking
in Haudenosaunee culture, while also noting that he doesn’t have access to his library to provide any
actual evidence, beyond a misrepresentation of a written version of the Great Law of Peace as constituting
a faithful representation of Haudenosaunee thought. Basic Call to Consciousness, in a section written in
1977 by John Mohawk, clearly states: “Our culture is based on a principle that directs us to constantly

think about the welfare of seven generations in the future” (93).
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