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Introductory Notes: This talk, available on YouTube, was the opening plenary session (offered 

via Microsoft Teams Live) for the Common CAHSS 2020 Conference at the University of 

Wisconsin-Green Bay. My colleague Professor Ryan Martin shared the University of 

Wisconsin-Green Bay Land Acknowledgment at the opening of the session, and my colleague 

Professor Alison Staudinger skillfully guided me through the questions at the end. In the 

conclusion of the talk, I quote a sentence from Robin Wall Kimmerer’s Braiding Sweetgrass, “All 

flourishing is mutual.” This phrase appears five times in the book (on pages 15, 20, 21, 166, and 

382), and Kimmerer presents it as one of the “teachings of plants” mentioned in the subtitle. 

Given the degree to which this talk was inspired and informed by writings and teachings of First 

Nations people, which have been offered freely to all people, including settler colonists, I’d like 

to encourage anyone who watches the talk to consider how the United States and Canada could 

move toward reciprocity and justice for First Nations people today--as an essential aspect of 

moving beyond sustainability. 
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