
 

True Crimes / Mysteries - KS3 
 
Title: Daring Escapes 
Author: Anne Rooney 
BL: 2.8 
 
Kidnapped by robbers. Trapped 
under a rock. Hear how real-life 
people have made daring 
escapes!  

Title: The Biggest Lies Ever 
Author: Alison Hawes 
BL: 3.1 
 
Cons artists, tricksters and 
hoaxes - read about some of 
history’s biggest lies, and who 
told them.  

Title: Blood Evidence 
Authors: Amy Kortuem 
BL: 3.8 
 
Dive into forensics with this 
fact-filled book. Learn how 
bloodstain analysts use crime 
scene clues to track killers! 

Title: Robberies 
Author: Ann Weil  
BL: 4.1  
 
This book looks at some of history's 
most notorious robberies. Hear 
about stolen diamonds, trains - and 
even the Mona Lisa.  
 

Title: World Cup Heist 
Author: Roy Apps 
BL: 4.5 
 
Did you know that in 1966, a 
group of robbers planned to 
steal the Football World Cup? 
Read to learn their plan and 
whether they got away with it...  
 

Title: Banished, Beheaded or 
Boiled in Oil 
Author: Neil Tonge 
BL: 6.5 
 
How did they punish criminals in 
Ancient Rome? What about in 
Medieval Europe? The answers 
might be too gruesome for some 
people, but they’re all in this book.  

Title: Don’t Read This Book 
Before Bed 
Author: Anna Claybourne  
BL: 7.7* 
 
Thrills, chills, and hauntingly 
true stories: read about 
everything from zombies to 
haunted houses - that is, if 
you dare... 

Title: History’s Mysteries 
Author: Kitson Jazynka 
BL: 8.1* 
 
Whatever happened to the Maya 
Civilisation? Who stole the Crown 
Jewels of Ireland? Read this book 
to hear about some of the biggest 
mysteries that are still unsolved. 

Title: The Borden Murders 
Author: Sarah Miller 
BL: 8.9* 
 
In 1892, Lizzie Borden was 
accused of killing her own 
parents with an axe. But did 
that really happen? Read 
about the ‘trial of the century’ 
and decide for yourself.  

Title: Forensic Science 
Author: Chris Cooper 
BL: 10.0*  
 
Fingerprinting, DNA profiling, 
microscopic analysis: scientists 
use all kinds of tools to solve 
crimes. Read about their 
history and the cutting-edge of 
forensic science in the bumper 
book. 

 

  * Estimated. Actual Book Level might be slightly lower. 
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