
 
 
 
Announcements for October 17th, 2023:  

 
 

●​ Parking Notice: The City Center Apartments located on 1st Ave SE and 4th St SE near the 5-12 
school is currently having renovations and construction work done. This requires space for 
work to be completed as well as parking for the workers. They are requesting residents and 
students to please park in another location to help with this project.  
 
 

●​ Attention Girls Basketball Athletes (Grades 7 to 12): 
 
UPDATED: There will be NO OPEN GYM, October 21st due to MEA break. 
Open Gym will resume Saturday October 28th, November 4th and November 11th as listed below. 
If you are interested in playing basketball this upcoming season, please join us for an Open Gym, Saturday, 
September 23rd from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the Elementary School Gym. All other open gyms will be 
held in the Gold Gym from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on the following dates: Sept. 30th; Oct 7th, 14th, 28th; 
and Nov. 4th and 11th. 
 
Thank you, 
Heidi 
 
 

●​ Seniors and Parents: 

If you are looking for ways to pay for college or want more information about financial aid and 
scholarship opportunities, attend this free webinar hosted by ACT and delivered by the financial aid 
experts at Collegewise! Attendees will gain the knowledge and tools they’ll need to chart their unique 
paths through higher education’s rising costs and get the most out of their investment in a college 
degree.  

Invest in Your Future:  

Expert Tips on Scholarships, Financial Aid, and Paying for College  

 Date: Tuesday, October 17, 2023  

 Time: 6:00 p.m. CT  
Register for the event HERE 

Key Takeaways Include:  

●​ Understanding Family Budgets: Help them make informed choices 

●​ A Real Breakdown of College Costs: Get a clear picture of what to expect 

https://d2sfh-04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/DP+113/d2SfH-04/VW9M5S1j8mTfW2tD9Bf80pzbQW4TqGZG54JGvcN91mn8q5nXHsW7lCGcx6lZ3pGW92tpTS2hS8W1W8ByDhb4X-MStW3J2Qhd7fgvr9W2nv8587l7JbnW3tMMKk5pWRytW4KZtyj6Pm_jkW3MT8TQ4wffHRW2ynwHn2d90CbW3Lsw8x3b93w8W5jl52y6LZLsGW5LVSQj8t95g-W8wJcVg7ss7DHW6czn1c9bnJf_W9l9Rbt3x0PsVW10Qr8r64DS2ZW38nX-f3jF7s5W8Nhcqn821pYBW97ZLbY5FsJBlW52V0NY1sWFkrVHMm9g4J8mY4W3_cTjK1_Y82nW1lGVwc69FhC6W3rl_6j1y5d3zW37PKQH69nSb1W4PjDcP5MHFhJW30rtT77j3Hq-W7NfqnN12BqkBW3r47222wQDP2N3xfRZBMrHr3W24G_JK82mQfSV9W_8S2ktwGyW7GH0jy8zvhb2W1XzJRN6tBpmZN704tmyx_VwSW6Lj-j077lMmPW4shF8c6wVRKNW7-HKVQ9hHwSnW78Vn5m1xB2Y4W5XMYCn7XYFd0W1F1GX37CbnPbf7rkzds04
https://d2sfh-04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/DP+113/d2SfH-04/VW9M5S1j8mTfW2tD9Bf80pzbQW4TqGZG54JGvcN91mn8q5nXHsW7lCGcx6lZ3pXW4LP-K84-9-9jN1xPC20_n-LsW4SxC5z55w2xcW5Cm6g191Sc-sW6J51C22nNq9jW4XgKMN1c5snKW4cv5SX7hRJJ0W8_LNZV7xxmx3W7Tz7qV8b1PkxW7Kxsfq6mDPn1W5dH5rg4xJsc5W8GjbXC3rGRbSN5J9VlBg5N5nW6c5HWC1n-FnQVkWF3g7zg7nTW9c_CL35wWm5tW6yf-8D3NsWBsW37lKyj8yD6kWW2Kmkwj73bNzjW5qKN0640Rd1gW32x3XV7dg9gLW5NT6L97YTgTjN4jnRCK8Y9mCW6Vh8HJ3979ZXVlP0j22JNkW6W6DP2Dp4nTdYYW72m8vb1_pwT0W6d2QLh7JRqMKW58C4Qr3g8zp4W8gJdWl30bwV7W2VsLx58n_SSxW2CgRtC2JDLr-MZRDjYVtw04W300R3n6St1xhN49tsGWCbCDcW57JcnJ2WsmzwW1Wttk111SSh3W1p7Flr5vNr84W8WsWYG6vPvq5VkdgSK9jl6g6f5hFDmv04


●​ The Financial Aid Process: From forms to timelines, we’ll cover it all  

●​ Maximizing Aid and Scholarships: Crafting the college lists that maximize opportunities 

●​ Thursday’s Early Release Schedule: 
 

 GRADES 5-6 GRADES 7-8 GRADES HS 

8:15-8:42 P1 P1 BLOCK 1 

8:45-9:12 P2 P2 BLOCK 1 

9:15-9:42 P3 P3 BLOCK 2 

9:45-10:12 P4 P4 BLOCK 2 

10:15-10:42 P5 P5 BLOCK 3 

10:45-11:12 P6 P6 BLOCK 3 

11:15-11:42 LUNCH P7 BLOCK 4 

11:45-12:12 P7 LUNCH BLOCK 4 

12:15-12:42 P8 P8 LUNCH 
 

 
 

PRIOR Announcements: 

 
 

The annual Post Prom Pizza Fundraiser is October 28 from 10-2. Juniors and Seniors will be 
around neighborhoods selling pizzas, soups, cookie dough, and the popular mini doughnuts and 

BBQ ribs! Your support helps make Post Prom 2024 a success...and you can have a delicious, easy 
dinner night. Win-Win! 

 
JUNIORS: Gather your friends and a parent or two! Sign up with this Link:  
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EACAA23A2F5C07-44776992-2024#/ 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EACAA23A2F5C07-44776992-2024#/


SENIORS: WE KNOW YOU HAD SO MUCH FUN LAST YEAR, YOUR HELP IS 
WELCOMED AGAIN THIS YEAR!  

 
 

●​ Dear Seniors, Juniors and Parents of Seniors and Juniors, 
 

It is the time of year to start fundraising for Post Prom.  One of the biggest fundraisers we have is to sell 
Randy's Foods. We need all the help we can get to make this fundraiser a success.   

 
Please see following information: 

 
Selling date:  October 28th from 10AM - 2PM.   
Packing date:  October 27th, 6:30PM Tree's house 

 
Please sign up at the following link if you can help. 

 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EACAA23A2F5C07-44776992-2024#/ 

 
You can sign up in groups and each group should bring 4 coolers if possible.  Parents can drive the car 
with the food while the kids walk door to door selling the product.  We will have pizzas, soups, ribs, 
cheesy potatoes, mini donuts, and cookie dough for sale this year.   

 
If you have any questions, please let us know. 

 
Thanks in advance for all your help! 

 
pipost@pineisland.k12.mn.us 

 
 

●​ Roots and Shoots Pumpkin Luminary Trail - Oct. 28! 
 
Roots and Shoots environmental club is hosting a pumpkin luminary trail on Saturday, Oct. 28th at 
Trailhead City Park, which will benefit the Pine Island Sharing Shelves - and we need your help! 
 
1. We need carved pumpkins to line the paved walkways! We are inviting YOU to carve a pumpkin that 
will be on display at the luminary trail. (Our goal is 150 pumpkins!) RSVP to bring a pumpkin by filling 
out this form. (Pumpkins will be returned at the end of the night - so you can decorate with them again 
on Halloween - or they will be donated to local farm animals.) 
 
Have a business? Carve a pumpkin with your logo! This can be a free advertisement for you! 
 
2. This event is free and open to the public! All ages are welcome! We do encourage visitors to bring  
non-perishable food items which will be donated to the Pine Island Sharing Shelves. The holidays are 
coming! Items of high need include: canned fruits and soups, side dishes, and flavored rice/noodle 
packets. 
 
3. The most important part... Prizes will be awarded for the pumpkins that receive the most votes in 
each category: Spooky, Creative, Funny and Environmental  
 
Thanks for your help in making this community event a success! Specific questions can be directed to 
Megan Schimek (Roots and Shoots advisor) at meschimek@pineisland.k12.mn.us 
 
 

 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EACAA23A2F5C07-44776992-2024#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvfzLKkaNV_a9p6hpJS1phDWvtNx2zlEkzGXeVZpycFIccLw/viewform?usp=sf_link


●​  
 
 

 
●​ In the fall the VFW promotes activities to encourage Americanism and Patriotism in students. See these 

opportunities below and try one or more out. 
 
For 9th through 12th grade students: Voice of Democracy Program need to know: 
1.] A 3-to-5-minute audio essay with the theme “What Are the Greatest Attributes of Our Democracy.” 
2.] Open to all public, private, home-schooled, or parochial students. 
3.] They are due to participating VFW post nearest you by October 31st. (You may return them to the 
5-12 office). 
4.] Entries are available on line the Veterans of Foreign Wars site or by emailing Katie Dudley at 
katie.dudley@pineisland.k12.mn.us. 
5.] No individual’s name may be in the body of the audio essay or on the written copy, only on the entry 
form. 
6.] Judging criteria: Originality: 30 points, Content: 35 points, Delivery: 35 points 
 
For 6th through 8th grade students: - Patriot's Pen program’s need to know: 
1.] A 300 – 400 word essay with the theme, “How Are You Inspired by America.” Essays should be 
typed in 
English with no color or graphics and the body should not identify the applicant in any way.Your 
personal information can only be on the entry form. 
2.] The contestant’s teacher, counselor, or parent may check the essay for punctuation, grammar, 
and/or 
spelling. 
3.] Open to all public, private, home-schooled, or parochial students. 
4.] They are due to participating VFW post nearest you by October 31st. (You may return them to the 
5-12 office). 
5.] Entries are available on line at the Veterans of Foreign Wars site or by emailing Katie Dudley at 
katie.dudley@pineisland.k12.mn.us. 
6.] Judging criteria: Originality: 30 points, Content: 35 points, Delivery: 35 points 

 



 
 

 
 

●​ Winter sports registration will open up on Monday, October 16th. 
 

●​  
 

 
 

●​ ACT Prep Class: Juniors who registered to take the ACT Prep Class will have their first session on 
Monday, October 30th from 8 AM - 12 PM in the flex room (next to the forum room). Please bring your 
charged laptop, calculator, notebook, and pencil.  

 
 
 

●​ FREE DENTAL CLINIC: There will be a free dental clinic will be offered to students pre K-high school at Pine 
Island Schools on December 5th held in the 5-12 forum room. This is through Children's Dental Health 



Services. Free services are offered to families that qualify for free/reduced lunch, who do not have a regular 
dental office, and are on medical assistance or are uninsured. Click Here for the application. 

​  
​ *Paper applications are available in the 5-12 office. 
 
 

●​ Attention Seniors- If you are not planning on having professional senior pictures taken, but would like 
something more than your school picture in the yearbook, please reach out to Mr. Smith. The yearbook 
staff would be happy to take some shots for you to pick from! Fall is a nice time to do this so the sooner 
the better.  

 
 

●​ Want a chance to win $150? Are you 11, 12 or 13 years old? Love drawing or painting? Enter the 

Lions Club Peace Poster Art Contest, DARE TO DREAM of a more Peaceful world.  See Mrs. Flaig 

and this slideshow for more information. 
 

 
●​ Registration is open for the 3rd annual Freaky 5K and Kids' Fun Run! Don't miss out on this FREE 

event!  
Follow the Freaky 5K facebook page for future updates, T-Shirt winners, and access to registration. 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094701100841 

 
 
 

 
 

 
●​ Student Support Update: 

Mrs. Hoeppner and Cait Earle will continue to be available for individual check-ins whenever you need.  
 
Please use the form below to connect with one of us by scanning the code, or by following this link.  
 
We are always here to support you.  

https://www.smore.com/app/reporting/out/3zvhp?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smore.com%2Fapp%2Fattachments%2Fdownload%2F65031d5320e83df8bd6da1a2&t=pdf%20Health%20and%20Consent%20English_Spanish_2020.pdf%20December%205th%202023%20Download%20330.2%20KB&w=w-3291931096&i=&l=
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_cRVaJb5dlBKig2W9o2QlUSPQyx2QUOmbqNrILjGFjU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094701100841
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVbsRvTBSXAVwRIIgtGMs2hz7s6uVaAUtU2lUFCnVfgrvzgg/viewform?usp=sf_link


●​  
 
  
 
 

●​ SENIORS: You have your own Senior Page for announcements.  You can find it on the Pine Island website 
under the 5-12 School Tab and then “Senior Year Information - Class of 2024.”  Senior Year Information - 
Class of 2024 

 
●​ When is the Fitness Center available?  Click here: Weight Room Hours/Supervision 

 

●​ Lisa Daak and Kerry Rosane will be the advisors for the Middle School Yearbook this year.  We 
are looking for YOUR photos to add.  Please email us any photos from your classroom, clubs, 
sports, or after-school activities.  Be on the lookout for additional ways you can contribute 
soon. 
 

●​ Order your yearbook today at jostensyearbooks.com.  Make sure you choose the correct 

school! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1if1fS60GMNhZOAp0z6iZEu9asyChVJgpsAH74J172xM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1if1fS60GMNhZOAp0z6iZEu9asyChVJgpsAH74J172xM/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1iYBt8v_NukULhQrDUhPjHhpd-hdygY5DHE00l-eCS_o/edit


 

 

 Panther Sports News: 

●​ Pine Island Trap Team- Congratulations to our Week 4 TOP GUN- Brecken Lawson 25, 22 = 47 
 

 
 

Lunch Menu 
October Lunch Menu 

 
 
 
 

HVL Calendar link:  HVL Calendar 
 
A complete list of athletic events can be found at www.hvlconference.org. The PI Athletic Department 

now has a web page with a variety of information on it for parents and athletes.  There is a coach’s 
directory, links to important websites, the extra-curricular handbook, PAC meeting dates, HVL 
Conference, athletic trainer and more…  

 
 
Upcoming Dates: 

●​ Thursday, Oct. 19 - Early Release Day 
●​ Friday, Oct. 20 - NO SCHOOL - Fall Break 
●​ Monday, Oct. 23 - 8th grade D.C. parent meeting 7 p.m. in the Forum Room 
●​ Friday, Oct. 27 - End of 1st Quarter 
●​ Monday, Oct. 30 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Work Day 
●​ Monday, Oct. 30 - ACT Prep Class 

 
College/Military Visits:​  

 
●​ 10/31/23 - Navy will visit in the Cafeteria during lunch 
●​ 11/8/23 - U of M, Duluth, 9:45-10:15 am 

https://pineisland.nutrislice.com/menu/5-12-pi-middle-high-school/lunch/2023-10-01
https://www.hvlconference.org/public/genie/10/school/3/
http://www.hvlconference


 
Field Trips: 

●​ 12/21/23 - Trip to St. Paul - Capitol and MN History Center for Grade 6 from 8:15 a.m. - 
2:45 p.m. 

●​ 2/14/24  - Trip to Cannon Falls for Music from 8:15 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
●​ 3/6/24 -Trip to Cannon Falls for Music from 8:15 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

 
 

College Signings (Congratulations)! 
●​  

 
STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

●​ Monday Oct 30th is our workday and starts in the Auditorium at 8:30.  I thought a wonderful, 
individually packaged, freshly baked Scone may help to make your day.   
 
So attached below is a Google Form where you can purchase a Raspberry White Chocolate Chip 
Scone/ Pumpkin Scone/ or Lemon Blueberry Scone.   
Pricing is $2.50 each or 2 for $4.  Feel free to mix and match - that is the last option on the 
Google Form where you can pick two different scones. 
The final screen also allows you to VENMO me if you wish to purchase for you. 
 
Treats will be set up in the Cafeteria by 8am -  by school and each bag will be labeled with your 
name - (Hope this will be easy to find) 
 
These are made by Kayker's Cookies & Cakes out of Kasson.   
 

 
Should you have any questions, please email me.  Otherwise - sign up below.  Orders close by 
3pm on Friday - yes  on our day off..  
 
 
Scone A Be A Great Day -Preorder Form For Oct 30th 
 

●​ Grades are due at 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, November 1st. 
 

●​ PLEASE PUT ALL ABSENCES, INCLUDING INTERNAL SUBS YOU FIND YOURSELF, INTO TOC.  
Also, please let Kerry in the 5-12 office know if you found your own internal sub and when they 
are covering for you.  Thank you! 

 
●​ Please advise your subs that they CAN park in the numbered spots in the city 

lots, behind the legion and to the north of the school. (numbered 300 and 
higher) Please refrain from parking in the student lot on the east side of the 
building. Street parking is also available, but please check the signs. 
 

https://forms.gle/7mmXTXv5RSh4qqx1A


●​ Please make sure you contact the office if you are taking the class outside.  Please share your cell 
phone number with the office if you have not already so that we have a way to contact you if needed. 

 
●​ Once again we are hosting our PTO fall carnival, Saturday, October 14th from 4-7pm at the 

elementary school.  
If you have MS-HS students who need service hours, this is the perfect opportunity. They 

can volunteer to help run a game at the event! We'd greatly appreciate you sharing the 
link/spreading the word. The games are super simple! 

If you as a teacher/staff member are able to be there that day, the younger kids absolutely 
love to see you there outside of the school day.  

If you are unable to help at the actual event, we are looking for donations of Little 
Debbie/Hostess boxed treats (zebra cakes, brownies, nutty bars, twinkies, oatmeal cream 
pies, etc.) and candy bars. These can be dropped off at any office over the next few 
weeks.  

Take a look at the sign up link: PTO Carnival Volunteer Sign Up 
Thank you for your consideration!  
Amy & PTO 

 
Early Dismissals: 

●​ Cross Country (all levels) dismisses at 2:15 p.m. for a 2:30 p.m. bus. 
 

Did you Know? 
 
●​ You can call the custodial staff directly for any maintenance needs? The extension is 3220.  (After 

2:30, call 3221). 
 

●​ Student devices to check out- If you have a student that forgot their device, we have a limited 
number of devices to check out from the 5-12 Library. These devices should be returned when not in 
use/ by the end of the day and are not to be taken home at night. 
 

●​ Casual for a Cause Wednesdays - Want to wear jeans mid-week?  You can for a $2 donation you can 
on Wednesdays! Donations for the 1st quarter will be going to Holiday Helpers. Stop by the office 
Wednesday morning before school to make your donation and grab a sticker. 

 
 

 
Subs: 

 
      ELC 

 
Elementary 
Cassie Vang, all day, Clark Jones 
Krista Flaig, all day, Donna Will 
Kathy Jasperson, 1:15-EoD 
Beth Murman, 3:15-EoD 
Kahla Jourdan, 3:15-EoD 
Kelly Matera, until 9:30 

 
 

5-12 
Mindy Robertson, all day, Brittany Rowe 
Anne Aronson, all day, James McCauley 
Heidi Voeltz, all day, Tracy Barsness (11-EoD) 
Derrick Brandt, all day, Heather Schuster 
Heather Heiden, 9_15-EoD, Ashly Matzek 
Amy Northrop, 2:30-EoD, O'Donnell 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948ADAE23A1F49-family1#/


Alan Dewey, 2:15-EoD, Tessler 
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