
June 12, 2022 
 
To: Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of British Columbia, The Honourable Chief Justice 
Christopher E. Hinkson  
 
Cc: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Chief Public Health Officer Theresa Tam 
 

This letter is from health professionals in support of Dr. Tim Takaro, a 
physician-scientist/toxicologist and expert on the health impacts of climate change who is due to 
be sentenced by the Supreme Court of British Columbia for allegedly violating a court-ordered 
injunction against blocking the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion. 

 
Dr. Takaro has published over 100 peer-reviewed papers, is a professor emeritus of 

Simon Fraser University’s (SFU) Faculty of Health Sciences, taught students at the University of 
British Columbia Medical School and is highly-respected for his national and international 
contributions as a researcher, advisor and educator. Beginning in 2014, Dr. Takaro lent his 
scholarly skills and time to examining the health impacts of the Transmountain Pipeline 
Expansion. He led two public health impact assessments for the National Energy Board’s 
environmental review.  The first underlined the potential local health impacts of the project, 
which include the risk of a uncontainable fire engulfing the SFU campus if the enlarged tank 
farm at its base catches fire, and of harmful exposures to toxic volatile chemicals which increase 
the risk of childhood leukemia in the case of a spill of dilute bitumen. The second report outlined 
the potential impacts of climate disruption on health and health systems. The National Energy 
Board’s final report did not address his concerns about local toxicity, and refused to consider the 
findings in the public health assessment regarding the impacts of climate change and health, as 
the government of the day excluded climate impacts from the National Energy Board’s terms of 
reference.  

 
Recent examples of the health and health system impacts of the climate crisis 

underscore why Dr. Takaro’s public health assessments should not be overlooked: there were 
86 deaths due to heat in Montreal in 2018, and 619 in British Columbia during the heat dome in 
the summer of 2021. Wildfires forced the evacuation of the hospital in Fort McMurray in a matter 
of hours and severe smoke led to a full doubling of emergency department visits for asthma 
over a two and a half month exposure period in 2014 in Yellowknife. Flooding due to an 
atmospheric river isolated many communities in British Columbia in 2021, resulting in stranded 
people and disruption to health service availability. Finally, pollen seasons are leading to 
increasing problems for allergy sufferers and the geographic range of the ticks responsible for  
Lyme Disease has expanded. The prestigious medical Journal, the Lancet and the World Health 
Organization both call climate change the biggest global health threat of the  21st Century.  

 
Canada is warming at double the global rate. Under all plausible emissions scenarios we 

will continue to warm until at least mid-century. In the high-emissions scenario in which we are 
currently tracking, a child born today will experience a Canada that is approximately six degrees 
Celcius warmer than a baseline drawn between 1986 and 2005 by the time they are in their 

https://www.inspq.qc.ca/bise/surveillance-des-impacts-des-vagues-de-chaleur-extreme-sur-la-sante-au-quebec-l-ete-2018#ref
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-marriage-and-divorce/deaths/coroners-service/death-review-panel/extreme_heat_death_review_panel_report.pdf
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/188/9/E175
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/2/e037029
https://globalnews.ca/news/8374573/people-trapped-vehicles-agassiz-highways-flooding/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(19)30015-4/fulltext
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/reports-publications/canada-communicable-disease-report-ccdr/monthly-issue/2018-44/issue-10-october-4-2018/article-1-lyme-disease-ontario-2017.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/reports-publications/canada-communicable-disease-report-ccdr/monthly-issue/2018-44/issue-10-october-4-2018/article-1-lyme-disease-ontario-2017.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(09)60935-1/fulltext
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/sites/www.nrcan.gc.ca/files/energy/Climate-change/pdf/CCCR-Chapter4-TemperatureAndPrecipitationAcrossCanada.pdf


sixties. As emphasized in this year’s reports from Health Canada and IPCC, it is unlikely that 
under this scenario health and health systems will be protected to acceptable levels. 

In 2018, the Trudeau Government bought the TMX pipeline, putting the federal 
government in a position of conflict of interest with regards to further decisions. In 2019, the 
Health Officers’ Council of BC called on the province to order an independent review of the 
cumulative health impacts, a response to inadequacies in the Kinder Morgan contractor’s 
assessment. This call has been ignored. ​  

The system designed to protect public health ignored essential information as well as 
repeated expressions of concern from the most qualified health practitioners in the province. 
With it now subject to bias given the financial interests of the government, Dr. Takaro 
constructed a platform and began to occupy one of the trees set to be cut down for the 
expansion, having run through all other available responses. 

We believe that everyone wants a healthy future for themselves and their children. We 
believe that systems need to be built that fairly consider and act upon the evidence that is most 
important in informing a reasoned response to the climate challenges we face. We believe that 
in an ineffective and unjust system, Dr Tim Takaro followed the direction of the modern 
Hippocratic Oath to protect the health of his patients and the public, and to warn about 
impending health threats. He did so with courage and integrity, in service of all people alive 
today, as well as those yet to be born. We ask that you ensure that true justice be served, and 
allow Dr Tim Takaro to spend his time not in jail, but in continuing to put his skills to use in the 
community protecting public health. 

 

​ Sincerely, 

 

Dr Courtney Howard, MD, CCFP-EM 

Clinical Associate Professor, Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary 

Community Research Fellow, Planetary Health, Dahdaleh Institute for Global Health Research, 
York University. 

 

Philip J. Landrigan, MD, MSc, DIH, FAAP, FACPM, FACOEM Director, Program for Global 
Public Health and the Common Good 

Director, Global Observatory on Planetary Health 

Professor of Biology 

https://changingclimate.ca/site/assets/uploads/sites/5/2022/02/CCHA-REPORT-EN.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/
https://www.healthofficerscouncil.net/health-officers-council-bc_health-impact-assessment-for-tmx_apr-17-2019/


Boston College 

 

Andy Haines MB BS, MD, FRCP,FRCGP, Hon FFPH, F Med Sci 

Professor of Environmental Change and Public Health 

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

 

Edward Maibach, MPH, PhD 

Distinguished University Professor and Director 

George Mason University Center for Climate Change Communication 

 

Ozden Gokdemir, MD, PhD 

Izmir University of Economics, Faculty of Medicine, Head of Family Medicine Department, 
Associate Prof Dr 

Chair of WONCA Working Party of Environment  

 

Jonathan Patz, MD, MPH 

Vilas Distinguished Professor and John P Holton Endowed Chair of Health and the Environment 

Director, Global Health Institute 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 

Mona Sarfaty, MD MPH 

Executive Director 

Medical Society Consortium on Climate and Health 

George Mason  University Center for Climate Change Communication 

 



Jay Lemery MD FACEP FAWM 

Professor of Emergency Medicine 

University of Colorado School of Medicine 
 

Regina LaRocque, MD, MPH, FIDSA 

Associate Professor of Medicine 

Harvard Medical School 

 

Sandy Buchman MD CCFP (PC) FCFP 

Freeman Family Chair in Palliative Care & Medical Director, Freeman Centre for the 
Advancement of Palliative Care, Toronto, ON 

Associate Professor, Temery Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto 

President of the Canadian Medical Association 2019-2020 

 

Richard Smith CBE FMedSci FRCPE FRCSE FRCGP FFPHM 

Chair, UK Health Alliance on Climate Change, 

 

Dr. Trevor Hancock, HonFFPH (UK) 

Emeritus Professor of Public Health and Social Policy 

University of Victoria, Canada 

Co-founder, Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment 

 

Ronda Seifert, RN, BSN, IBCLC 

 

Robert Byron, MD, MPH, FACP 



Vice-Chair, Montana Health Professionals for a Healthy Climate 

 

Danyaal Raza, MD, MPH, CCFP 

Assistant Professor, Temery Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto 

 

Edward Xie, MD MSc CCFP(EM) 

Clinical assistant professor, Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto 

 

David A. Pollack, MD 

Professor Emeritus for Public Policy, Department of Psychiatry 

Oregon Health and Science University 

Co-founder, Climate Psychiatry Alliance 

 

Michaela Beder, MD FRCPC 

Assistant Professor, TemertyFaculty of Medicine, University of Toronto 

 

Dr Robin Stott FRCP FFPH 

Ambassador to the UK Health Alliance on Climate Change  

 

Elizabeth Del Buono, MD 

Co-founder, Michigan Clinicians for Climate Action 

 

Monika Dutt, MD, FRCPC, CCFP 

Public Health and Preventive Medicine physician, Newfoundland and Labrador 



Family physician, Ally Centre of Cape Breton, Nova Scotia 

 

Linda Thyer, MDCM, CCFP(SEM) 

Co-founder, Doctors for Planetary Health - West Coast 

 

Caren Solomon, MD, MPH 

Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Cynthia Mahoney MD 

Assoc Clinical Professor(retired) Stanford Medical School    Co-founder,Climate Health Now 

 

 

Peter Orris, MD, MPH, FACP, FACOEM 

Professor  

Internal Medicine, Rush University College of Medicine and 
Environmental & Occupational Health Sciences, University of Illinois School of Public Health  
 

 

Vanessa Redditt, MD, CCFP 

Clinical Lecturer, Temerty Faculty of Medicine, and Dalla Lana School of Public Health, 
University of Toronto 

 

Clyde Lanford Smith, MD, MPH, DTM&H, FACP 

Global Community Health Advisor, Southern Jamaica Plain Health Center, Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital; Assistant Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School; 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health; Founder and Board Member, Doctors for Global Health, DGH 
 

Hasan Sheikh, MD MPA CCFP(EM) 



Assistant Professor, Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto 

 

Paula Braveman, MD, MPH 

Professor Emerita of Family and Community Medicine 

Founding Director, Center for Health Equity 

School of Medicine 

University of California, San Francisco  

 

Colin Sue-Chue-Lam, MD 

Resident physician, University of Toronto 

Mei-ling Wiedmeyer, MD, CCFP, MSc 

Clinical Assistant Professor, UBC Department of Family Practice  

 

Amanda Millstein, MD 

Primary Care Pediatrician, Co-Founder, Climate Health Now  

 

Robert M. Gould, MD 

Associate Adjunct Professor, Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment, 
Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences, UCSF;​
President, San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Patrice M. Sutton, MPH​
Collaborating Research Scientist​
UCSF Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment;​
Co-Chair Environmental Health Committee​
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility 

 

Ashley McClure, MD, FACP  



Primary Care Internist  

Co-founder, co-director of Climate Health Now 

Fellow of Cambridge Health Alliance- center for health equity, education and advocacy- climate 
health organizing fellowship  

 

Howard Frumkin, MD, DrPH, FACP, FACOEM 

Professor Emeritus and former Dean, University of Washington School of Public Health 

Seiji Yamada, MD, MPH 

Professor, University of Hawaii Dept of Family Medicine & Community Health 

 

Gwen DuBois MD, MPH 

President, Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility 

 

Margot W. Parkes, MBChB, MAS, PhD,  

Professor, University of Northern British Columbia, BC, Canada. 

 

Maya Gislason, MA, PhD,  

Associate Professor, Simon Fraser University, BC, Canada 

 

Martha Livingston, Ph.D. 

Professor, Public Health 

State University of New York, Old Westbury 

 

Blake Poland, PhD 

Associate Professor, Dalla Lana School of Public Health 



University of Toronto 

 

David Pencheon, 

Honorary Professor of Health and Sustainable Development 

University of Exeter, UK 

 

Alex Macmillan 

Public Health Physician 

Associate Professor Environmental Health, University of Otago, Aotearoa, New Zealand 

 

James Orbinski OC, MSC, MA, MD 

Director, Dahdaleh Institute for Global Health Research, York University  

Professor, Faculty of Health, School of Global Health, York University, Toronto 

Professor, Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto 

 

Jeni Miller, PhD 

Executive Director, Global Climate and Health Alliance 

 

Samantha Green, MD CCFP 

Family Physician and Assistant Professor, Department of Family & Community Medicine, 
University of Toronto 

 

Chris G. Buse, PhD 

Senior Research Scientist, Centre for Environmental Assessment Research, University of British 
Columbia, Okanagan 



Claudia Téllez  
Executive Director  
on behalf of the Medical Society of Northern Virginia 
 
Lori Byron MS MD 
Organizer, AAP Chapter Climate Advocates 
 

Joe Vipond, MD, CCFP(EM) 

Clinical Assistant Professor, University of Calgary 

 

Dr Fiona Adshead 

Public Health Physician FFPHM, FRCP 

London 

 

Melissa Lem, MD, CCFP, FCFP 

Clinical Assistant Professor, University of British Columbia 

 

Mark Vossler, MD 

President, Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility 

 

Peter Wing MB ChB MSc FRCS(C) 

Clinical Professor Emeritus 

University of British Columbia, 
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