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THE FOURTH AMENDMENT HISTORY 
 
In this activity, you will learn more about the stories and history that led the Founding generation 
to add the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution. From there, you will explore how the 
Supreme Court has interpreted the Fourth Amendment over time. 

___________ 
 

Watch the video and answer the following questions. 
 

What does the Fourth Amendment say?  

 
 
 

Why did the Founding generation include the Fourth Amendment in the Bill of Rights? ​
In other words, what problems were they trying to address? 

 
 
 

How does modern technology make Fourth Amendment issues more complicated? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvejiwkPRO8&list=PLLd1AFkP31XNrOuH2bpdmRAzWlw3GiAsv&index=14
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When does the Fourth Amendment allow the government to search or seize our person, our 
houses, our papers, or our effects? 

 

When is a government’s search or seizure “reasonable”? 

 

How has the Supreme Court interpreted the Fourth Amendment over time? 

 
 
 

What are some leading cases on the Fourth Amendment? 

 
 
 

 

Write three to five sentences summarizing your understanding of Fourth Amendment 
protections. 
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