
The French Revolution was a major event in European history that took place between 
1789 and 1799. It was a period of radical social and political upheaval that resulted in 
the overthrow of the French monarchy and the establishment of a democratic republic. 
The revolution was driven by a number of different factors, including economic 
hardship, social inequality, and political corruption. 

One of the main causes of the French Revolution was economic hardship. France was 
facing a severe financial crisis in the late 18th century, in part due to the cost of 
supporting the American Revolution and the Seven Years War. The country was heavily 
in debt, and taxes were high, which put a heavy burden on the poor and middle class. 
The French monarchy attempted to address the financial crisis by raising taxes, but this 
only made the situation worse. The poor became increasingly angry and resentful 
towards the wealthy, who seemed to be profiting from their suffering. 

Another major cause of the French Revolution was social inequality. In the years leading 
up to the revolution, French society was divided into three classes: the nobility, the 
clergy, and the commoners. The nobility and clergy held all the power and wealth, while 
the commoners were oppressed and exploited. The commoners were subject to a 
variety of injustices, including high taxes, limited job opportunities, and poor living 
conditions. This led to widespread discontent and a desire for change. 

Political corruption was also a significant cause of the French Revolution. The French 
monarchy was notorious for its corruption and extravagance, which further fueled 
resentment towards the ruling class. King Louis XVI was seen as a weak and ineffective 
leader, and his attempts to reform the government were largely unsuccessful. The 
nobility and clergy were also resistant to change, which made it difficult to address the 
underlying issues that were driving the revolution. 

In conclusion, the French Revolution was a complex and multifaceted event that was 
driven by a number of different factors. Economic hardship, social inequality, and 
political corruption were all major causes of the revolution, and each of these factors 
contributed to the growing sense of discontent and desire for change among the French 
people. The revolution ultimately resulted in the downfall of the monarchy and the 
establishment of a democratic republic, which had far-reaching implications for the 
future of France and Europe as a whole. 
 


