
Supporting ELs - A Guide for Secondary Teachers 
 
 

How do I know if I 
have an English 
Learner? 

In Aspen 
1)when you click on a student you will 
 notice an ELL icon next to the student’s name.  
2)when you click on a student schedule you will notice ESL as one or 
two classes in the student’s schedule. 

How can I find out 
my EL’s strengths 
and needs for 
support? 

ACCESS is the test used to assess students’ strengths and areas for 
support.  These tests are administered annually in February and the 
data is stored in Aspen.  Here’s how to find that information. 

How do I interpret 
the access 
scores? 

6 - There are 6 levels of the ACCESS test with level 6 representing the 
strongest, near native proficiency in English.  Level 1 is considered a 
Beginner. 

4 - Students receive scores in each of the 4 language domains: 
speaking, listening, reading, writing.  It is very common to have quite a 
bit of variation between language domains. 

2 - The scores are also reported as 2 composites:  oral language 
(listening & speaking) and literacy (reading & writing)  The state’s 
minimum criteria for exiting the program (or FLEP) is 3.9 on the literacy 
composite. 

1 - There is 1 overall score that is also reported.  The state’s minimum 
criteria for exiting the program (or FLEP) is 4.2 

How do I support 
my student? 

After checking the ACCESS scores, determine which domain(s) your 
student needs supported.  Be mindful and use your RETELL strategies 
and principles of UDL to support the student in that domain providing 
scaffolds and multiple means for representation of content (for listening 
or reading support), action and expression of content (for writing and 
speaking support), and of course engagement.  The Can Do Descriptors 
(9-12, 6-8)are another helpful too.  This is a link to word to word content 
dictionaries that can help your ELs acquire the technical vocabulary 
required for your content. Sometimes having all of the information in one 
place (like this table) is helpful. Edutopia has a collection of useful 
articles for supporting English-Language Learners.  Our DCAP has been 
updated to include EL strategies (pp.11-12).. 

Who can help 
support ME while I 
am supporting my 
EL? 

Your student’s counselor (listed in Aspen) is a good first step to a 
resource.  Your student’s other teachers (listed in Aspen) are an 
additional resource you will find helpful.  This comprehensive guide from 
Randolph Public Schools may also be useful. 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/retell/
https://www.slideshare.net/irwyn12/making-content-and-curriculum-accessible-for-els-with-universal-design-for-learning
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qc1XowfrEHQdkAY5y5huToYk-3x6eVvE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tbmbTfV67SXfkio_eOc9IStZwPba-t4C/view?usp=sharing
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/testadmin/lep-bilingual-dictionary.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/testadmin/lep-bilingual-dictionary.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/search?query=English-Language%20Learners
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nxPd8vy7IPQ3Ci0EqecnfmvY_bZ80V0a8HYjsmWgk_c/edit
http://www.randolph.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_5692300/File/NewFolder/ELL/ELL%20HANDBOOK%20revised%20-Oct%2020%202015%20-%20pdf%20version.pdf


 
 
 
How To View ACCESS Scores 

How to view the Assessment/Test Scores for a student 

Go to the Student tab (top), select a student, then click on Assessments (side). 

 

The default will show ALL of the test scores and also the default view is MCAS. To change this, 

go to the Funnel/Filter and select a test. 

 

Then go to the Field Set (it looks like a grid) and change the view to show the scores.  



 

 
How to Interpret ACCESS Scores (Full Guide) 

 
 

https://www.wida.us/assessment/access/scorereports/access_interpretive_guide11.pdf


 
 
 
 
How Can I Support My EL? 
 



 
Link to a UDL/EL presentation (slides 20-23) 

 

https://www.slideshare.net/irwyn12/making-content-and-curriculum-accessible-for-els-with-universal-design-for-learning


 

 



 
 
 
Sample Table for EL Data 
 

Name Ara of Strength 
(listening, speaking, 
reading, writing) 

Need for Growth 
(listening, speaking, 
reading, writing) 

Supports to help 

    

    

    

 


