But hail thou Goddes, sage and holy,
Hail divinest Melancholy,

Whose Saintly visage is too bright

To hit the Sense of human sight;

And therfore to our weaker view, [ 15 ]
Ore laid with black staid Wisdoms hue.
Black, but such as in esteem,

Prince Memnons sister might beseem,
Or that Starr'd Ethiope Queen that strove
To set her beauties praise above [ 20 |
The Sea Nymphs, and their powers offended.
Yet thou art higher far descended,

Thee bright- hair'd Vesta long of yore,
To solitary Saturn bore;

... pensive Nun, devout and pure,
Sober, stedfast, and demure,

All in a robe of darkest grain,
Flowing with majestick train,

And sable stole of Cipres Lawn,

Over thy decent shoulders drawn.
Com, but keep thy wonted state,

With eev'n step, and musing gate,
And looks commercing with the skies,
Thy rapt soul sitting in thine eyes...
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