June 2nd, 2023

Greetings Howard Parents,

Our school year is quickly coming to an end and | know that we are all looking forward to summer break! In
the remaining few weeks our staff will continue to provide learning opportunities for our students in a safe
school environment. We can also take this time to help our students prepare for a long stretch away from the

classroom.

One area that we work hard to monitor, and know many of you do the same at home, is the amount of time and
use of technology by our children. Recently, we have noticed an uptick in students sharing/imitating what they
are viewing on social media and the internet, especially on Tik Tok. Unfortunately, this includes inappropriate
language, behaviors and content being shared with their friends. Sometimes without them being aware of the
seriousness or meaning behind what they are doing or saying. We are very grateful to those parents who
bring this to our attention when they are aware. Communication is key in helping our children learn how to use

technology correctly.

We are here to help support those efforts to monitor and prevent children from accessing inappropriate
content. Our staff is vigilant about this topic and they diligently monitor and address these issues as they arise.
If these behaviors do occur in the school setting they will be addressed through our PBIS and Restorative
Practice process. Our technology systems in the district have a very robust filtering software that prevents
students from accessing websites or social media not related to our curriculum.

We all want our children to be safe in school, in the neighborhood, and when using technology. | encourage all
parents to take a moment to talk to their children about being safe while online and to make sure you are
aware of the various platforms your child may be accessing. I've included a few resources that you may find
helpful at the bottom of this letter.

Summer is a great time to relax and enjoy our favorite vacation spot. In this digital world, it is so important to
help our kids unplug and explore new adventures. I've attached a list of local museums that offer free or
discounted admission during the summer. Our public libraries offer many summer programs and events that
not only promote reading but other fun activities. Also, there are many summer camps and workshops offered
locally. | encourage all parents to take advantage of these fun opportunities.

Technology can be a great tool for learning but we all know that time away from technology and social
interaction with others is the best way to help our children learn and grow. | look forward to the remaining few
weeks of school and the start of our summer recess.

All the best,

TMinvat ﬁmuwﬁ,k
Mirvat Sabbagh
Principal

Howard Elementary

= Dearborn Public Schools aceept a parent's assertion that he or she needs language assistance without requiring additional

= corroboration. For free help with understanding the content of this decument, please call the Student Services office 827.3005 for
? 1 translation/interpretation Assistance,
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French: Les écoles de Dearbom vous offrent b senvice de traduchon sans aucune condition, 51 vous souhaitez avoir le service gratull pour comprendre le
conteny de ce document, prere dappeler e bureau de Senaces aux Etudiants 827-3005. Spanish: Las escuglas de Dearbom aceptan la afimacion de un
Jpadre que & o ella necesta ayuda con el Wioma sin necesidad de comoboracion adicional. Para oblener ayuda gratuta con la comprension del contenido
de este documenta, por favor llame a |a ofiena de Senicios de los Estudiantes 827-3005 para recibir asistencia de traduccion | interpretacion
ltalian: Scuole Dearbom acceftare affermazions di un genitare che lui o lei ha bisogno di assistenza Ingua senza bisogno di ultenon conferme. Per aiuta
con la comprensiona del contenuto di questo documento, si prega di chiamare Iufficio Student Services 327-3005 per la traduziona | interpretazione di
assistenza. Albanian: Shkolla DEARBORN pranojné pohimin e té pndenve qe ai ose ajo ka nevoje pér ndihme té gjuhés pa kerkuar vertetim shtesé. Pér
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SITES FOR ONLINE SAFETY:
e Keeping Kids Safe Online- Scholastic
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/family-life/social-emotional-learning/technology-and-kids/keeping-ki
ds-safe-online.html

e Talking to young children about online safety- Childnet
https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/talking-to-young-children-about-esafety/

e 5 Sites to Teach Children How to Use the Internet Safely, for Kids and Parents
https://www.makeuseof.com/use-internet-safely-for-kids-and-parents/

INFORMATION FOR FREE OR DISCOUNTED ADMISSIONS TO MUSEUMS THIS SUMMER:
e English Brochure

e Arabic Brochure



https://www.scholastic.com/parents/family-life/social-emotional-learning/technology-and-kids/keeping-kids-safe-online.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/family-life/social-emotional-learning/technology-and-kids/keeping-kids-safe-online.html
https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/talking-to-young-children-about-esafety/
https://www.makeuseof.com/use-internet-safely-for-kids-and-parents/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gAdJJk829sOplqFCscgoCHAMQ-B6Cg_b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xpZ2w_W0S3NdSrQ9CEZ_WsuesJxixbsm/view?usp=sharing

