
World History Honors 

Summer Assignment 2025-2026 

 

Welcome to World History Honors! This course will continue the study of global society, building on 

previously established foundations, and emphasizing the historical forces that have shaped the modern 

world. Honors courses are designed for highly-motivated students with above-average critical thinking, 

reading, writing, and oral communication skills. Students in these classes will examine topics in greater 

depth with an emphasis on the evaluation of historical events.  

 

Through this summer assignment you will explore African and Islamic cultures and their contributions to 

the world. This assessment is intended to act as a transition from middle school to high school and as an 

assessment of multiple skills. Use the inquiry question below to guide you through the assignment. 

 

NOTE: This assignment must be completed INDIVIDUALLY and students should adhere to the Nutley 

High School Honor Code (see page 18 of the Student Handbook for details). Academic dishonesty of any 

kind (copying from another student, copying from the Internet, use of AI, or any production of work that is 

not your own) will result in a loss of credit for the assignment. 

 

Make a digital copy of this assignment (assignment must be typed) and submit your completed 

assignment to Turnitin.com by Wednesday, September 3, 2025. Instructions for submission to 

Turnitin.com will be given in-class on the first day of school.  

 

 

 

Inquiry Question: What were the achievements and contributions of the African and Islamic Empires to the 

world? Evaluate the impact of these achievements and contributions on the world. 

 

 

Part I: Reading Comprehension 

 

Read the textbook chapters “Islam Expands”, “Muslim Culture”, “West African Civilizations”, and “Eastern 

City-States and Southern Empires”. After reading each chapter, imagine that you are talking to a classmate 

that did not read the chapter, but this student needs a quick synopsis of the content in it.  For each chapter, 

make a “Top 3 List” of the most important key points from the reading by using succinct one sentence 

answers.  You are not allowed to use section headers – USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 

 

1.​ This is an example if you were assigned a reading about the Middle Ages: 

a.​ The Roman Catholic Church played a dominant role in Europe by strengthening its social 

and political ties to Europe’s nobility. 

 

Chapter “Top 3” List 

Islam Expands 1.​   

2.​   

3.​  



Muslim Culture 1.​   

2.​   

3.​  

West African 

Civilizations 

1.​   

2.​   

3.​   

Eastern-City States 

and Southern Empires 

1.​   

2.​   

3.​  

 

 

 

Part II: Document Based Question Analysis 

 

Using the provided documents below, complete the analysis questions in complete sentences. 

 

 

Document 1 

 

1.​ What were the reasons for Muslim’s interest in learning at this time in history? 

a.​   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Document 2 

 

1.​ What conditions in Cordova did this author cite as evidence of the high level of Islamic civilization 

and scholarship? 

a.​    

 

 

 

 

Document 3 

 

1.​ What was the importance of these mathematical advances? 

a.​   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document 4 

 

1.​ Why and where were Muslims able to establish a trading empire? 

a.​   

 

 

 

 

Document 5 

 

1.​ What sea routes was Kilwa connected to? What geographical areas did these sea routes lead to? 

a.​    

 



 

Document 6 

 

1.​ What was ancient Ghana’s role in the gold-salt trade? 

a.​    

 

2.​ What characteristics of an advanced civilization did ancient Ghana possess? 

a.​   

 

 

 

 

Document 7 

 

1.​ Is this a primary or secondary source? How do you know? 

a.​   

 

2.​ What about Timbuktu impressed this writer? 

a.​   

 

 

 

 



 

Document 8 

 

1.​ How did Aksum’s location enable it to become a trading center? 

a.​   

 

 

 

 


