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Closing the Adaptation Gap: Finance, Metrics and Inclusion after COP30
How targeted finance, measurable indicators and inclusive governance can accelerate global adaptation
and resilience goals

Global progress on adaptation remains slow due to unpradictable financa, missing indicators, and fragmentad
leadership.

COP 30 exposed widening gaps in trust, participation, and implementation, especially after the LS.
withdraseal.

A clear adaptation finance floor is needed o better align climate finance with the Global Goal on Adaptation
(GGEA)

Parties need to scale up nature-based solutions through targeted, long-term investment prioritizing water
security, urban heat management, coastal protection, and ecasystem restoration,

Megotiators must adopt a concise set of indicators (o operationalize the EEA melncs by 2026,

Megotiations need to integrate Indigenous knowledge into the GGEA framewaork and establish Indigenous-led
adaplation finance solutions.

The United States is the second largest greenhouse gas emitter, and has traditionally played a critical role in shaping global
climate finance. This US withdrawal from Paris caused major disruption to the collective climate finance and adaptation
negotiations and deepened the funding and trust gap. The US absence heightened uncertainty around the delivery of
Article 9 commitments and weakened confidence in predictable support for adaptation (Earth.org, 2025). This concern was
echoed in several presidency debriefings. NMegotiators described growing fatigue over repeated delays in implementing
finance obligations.
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ongoing over how to measure resilience. This includes how to inf qgﬂqﬂ&“@mﬂ%pgﬁ'&%&% hased e
solutions into the indicator framewoaork (UNFCCC 2025). COP30 T‘ealed that without predictable finance, inclusive

governance, strong metrics, and meaningful Indigenous participation, global adaptation efforts will continue to fall short of

the aims established under the GGA.




2) Integrate Indigenous knowledge into the GGA indicator framework by 2026

As Parties finalize adaptation indicators, Indigenous knowledge must be incorporated to ensure measures reflect culturally
grounded resilience. A co-designed indicator framework would improve relevance, equity, and legitimacy while directly
addressing COP 30 concerns about limited Indigenous representation and the marginalization of their expertise.

3) Create a dedicated Indigenous-led adaptation finance window

Indigenous Peoples steward ecosystems vital to global resilience yet receive less than one percent of climate finance. A
directly accessible, Indigenous-led finance window would ensure resources reach communities without intermediaries that
often redirect or delay funding. This approach would strengthen trust, improve adaptation outcomes, and advance key GGA
objectives, including ecosystem resilience, food and water security, culturally grounded governance, and nature-based
solutions,
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