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despite eden,

A ROYAL QUARTET ZINE

Bluesky | Tumblr | Carrd | Email: despiteedenzine@gmail.com

Status: Interest Check

REDUCED EYESTRAIN VERSION HERE

about

We are an upcoming, for-charity fandem zine focusing on the setting of Persona 5
Royal's 3rd semester and the characters Joker, Goro Akechi, Sumire Yoshizawa, and
Takutoe Maruki. We hope to express the array of emotions featured in this arc of the
story, including but not limited to the heorrific, melanchelic, rueful, and even

. . [] R
comedic moments captured in the cast’'s dynamics.
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schedule

* The schedule bhelow is tentative and subject to change.

Project Launch OCT. 3, 202¢

Interest Check 0CT. 3, 2026 - OCT. 24
Applications 0CT. 25, 2026 - NOV. 22, 2026
Application Results Sent NOV. 28, 2026

Creation Period DEC. 1, 2026 - APR. 20, 2027
Preorders TBD

Production TBD

Shipping TBD

Leftover Sales TBD

mods

‘¢ Ghostsjogging: Co-Head Mod | Design Mod | he/him | Bsky | Carrd
- Experience:
- Co-Head Mod of Knife's Edge - Shuakeshu Horror Zine

- Art & Ce-Finance Mod of Metamorphosis: Persona 5 Tarot
- Graphics & Formatting Mod of Leblanc's Lending Library
- Multizine Contributer - See more experience on my carrd
‘® Jestarcana! Co-Head Mod | SocMed Mod | they/them | Bsky | Tumblr
- Experience:

- Co-Head & Socmed Mod of Leblanc's Lending Library

- Multizine Centributer - See more experience on my carrd
‘® Minkidoodles: Art Mod | they/she | Bsky | Tumblr


https://bsky.app/profile/ghostsjogging.bsky.social
https://ghostsjogging.carrd.co/
https://www.tumblr.com/knifesedgezine
https://www.tumblr.com/persona5tarot
https://www.tumblr.com/shuakeshuwriterszine
https://bsky.app/profile/jestarcana.bsky.social
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https://www.tumblr.com/shuakeshuwriterszine
https://bsky.app/profile/saikolikes.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/minkidoodles.bsky.social
https://minkidoodles.tumblr.com
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- Experience:
- Co-Head Mod of Leblanc's Lending Library
- Multizine Contributor - See more experience on my carrd
‘¢ Carissa! Art Mod | they/them | Twt | Tumblr
- Experience:
- Head Med of Rivals - An Akeshuake Fanzine
- Art Mod of Metamorphosis: Persona 5 Tarot
- Co-Head & Organization Mod of Jayvik Frames Prejects
- Art Med of Our Eternity Zine
- See more experience on my carrd
‘¢ Saikowrites: Writing Mod | she/her | A03 | Bsky | Tumblr
- Experience:

- Writing Mod of Leblanc's Lending Library
- Writing Intern of Knife's Edge - Shuakeshu Horror Zine

- Writing Intern of Blood of a Villain Anthelogy
- Multizine Centributor - See more experience on my carrd

‘¢ JuniperKuriboh: Writing Asst. & Shipping | he/him | Bsky
- Experience:

- Assistant Writing Mod of Leblanc's Lending Library
- Shipping Mod of Knife's Edge - Shuakeshu Horror Zine
- Shipping Mod of Metamorphosis: Persona 5 Tarot
‘¢ Lobeliaprince: Lead Design Mod | she/they | Bsky | Twt | Tumblr | Insta
- Experience!

- Graphic Design & Formatting Mod of Leblanc's Lending Library
- Graphic Design Assistant of Metamorphosis: Persona % Taret

- Graphic Design Mod of Knife's Edge - Shuakeshu Horror Zine

- See more experience onh my carrd

project specifications

#This information is tentative and subject to change.

Digital Book

‘€ A5 Size

‘@ up to ¥200 Pages

‘® Full Color (RGB)

‘® Contributors (# TBD Pending Interest Check)


https://www.tumblr.com/shuakeshuwriterszine
https://minkidoodles.carrd.co
https://x.com/carissajoy__
https://www.tumblr.com/crazymecjc
https://www.tumblr.com/rivalszine
https://www.tumblr.com/persona5tarot
https://sites.google.com/view/inallframesonlyyou/home
https://www.tumblr.com/oureternity-zine
https://carissajoy.carrd.co/
https://archiveofourown.gay/users/saikowrites
https://bsky.app/profile/saikolikes.bsky.social
https://saikolikes.tumblr.com/
https://www.tumblr.com/shuakeshuwriterszine
https://www.tumblr.com/knifesedgezine
https://www.tumblr.com/traitorszine
https://saikowrites.carrd.co/
https://bsky.app/profile/kuribohking.bsky.social
https://www.tumblr.com/shuakeshuwriterszine
https://www.tumblr.com/knifesedgezine
https://www.tumblr.com/persona5tarot
https://bsky.app/profile/lobeliaprince.bsky.social
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https://www.tumblr.com/persona5tarot
https://www.tumblr.com/knifesedgezine
https://lobeliaprince.carrd.co/
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Page Artists

- Comic Artists

- Writers

Spot Artists (# TBD Pending Interest Check)
Merch Artists

Merch Plans

‘® Physical Merch: TBD by Interest Check
‘® Digital Merch: TBD by Interest Check

contributor expectations

GENERAL GUIDELINES

‘® Setting

Third Semester. Canon, canon-divergent, and canon-adjacent AUs (i.e. role swap,
NG+) are permitted. Third Semester-only Bad Ending depictions are permitted. (i.e.
the Ideal Reality Bad Ending and the Missed Deadline/Sleeping Beauty Bad Ending)

‘® Character Selection/Representation

- Solo explorations of a single member of the Royal Trio or Maruki are
permitted s¢ long as the exploration is within the scope of Third Semester or
factors events from the character's past that drive their motivations &
perspective on Third Semester,

- Pre-canon explorations may happen through brief flashkacks or
references within the piece but can't comprise the entire piece. (i.e.
a mention of Maruki's student days is allowed] an entire piece
exclusively featuring that period of time is not.)

- Characters cutside the Royal Trie & Maruki can be included. The piece
will still be considered “solo” as long as it focuses on a single
character in the main cast for the zine, Examples! Kasumi and Sumire
solo pieces; Maruki and Rumi selo pieces. Characters outside of the
main 4, however, should lean more into “haunting the narrative”
depictions or not bhe the primary focus.

- Duo explorations of the Royal Trio or Maruki are permitted so long as the
exploration is within the scope of Third Semester.
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- Examples: Joker and Akechi; Sumire and Maruki; Sumire and Joker; etc.
(Note: ship depictions between Maruki and any non-adult character are
not permitted.)

- Trio explorations are permitted. Could he the literal Royal Trio or one of

the members swapped out for Maruki
- Examples: Reyal Trieo; Joker, Akechi and Maruki; Akechi, Sumire and
Maruki; etc. (Note: ship depictions between Maruki and any non-adult

character are not permitted.)

- Quartet explorations are permitted. Pieces are nof required to include all
four characters,

‘® Theme
The primary theme is distortion in reference to the Third Semester. Tone can
include, but is not limited to! horror, drama, action, and comedy.

‘® Originality
Fuck AI. Fuck Plagiarism. Any contributor found to ke using Al or plagiarizing
ancther creator will ke promptly removed from the project.
- Additienally, all contributers are expected to create an original piece for
the project, not tied to or featuring an already-released work/AU of theirs,

‘® Content Restrictions
- As the game itself is rated M, anything that “goes up to” that rating will be
permitted. For writing, this means that anything that would ke tagged General
through Mature is allowed. For art, suggestiveness and some nensexual nudity
is allowed.
- Both gen and ship# depictions between the Royal Trie characters are allowed.
Any ships invelving Maruki with the Trio are not permitted.

(*dependent on interest check)

‘® Deadlines
Meet assigned deadlines for forms, check-ins, and final submissions., Extensions may
ke granted if communicated with and approved by Mods.

‘® Communication
Keep an open line of communication and pay attentioen to anncuncements from Mods.
Let Meds knew as soon as possikble about any challenges or delays. We are always

happy to accommodate you if possiblel
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Contributors are required to have Discord, and Mods will conduct communication via
private channels inside the project server. Even if you mute the server, please
keep @ mentions on and notifications on for your private channel. This is the
primary way Mods will reach out to you. Mods will only DM privately on Discord or
on social media in case of failure to reach you in-server.

‘® Confidentiality
All contributors retain the full rights to their work if they would like to post or

menetize their pieces once the zine is officially finished. However, we ask that you
de not share any discussions, ideas, WIPs, or final submissions until the zine is
officially released. Mods will make an annocuncement when it is safe to post previews
and then final pieces.

- This includes posting akout or referencing events, ideas, or people within
the project server on your social media channels, Should any issues or
hiccups arise, we encourage you to contact the Mods. We'll gladly help you
sort it out!

‘® Professional Conduct
Due to the nature of collaborative preojects, you may be sharing a space with people
you may otherwise not interact with! please maintain kind and respectful cenduct
with your fellow contributers, inside and ocutside the project server. Bigetry,
discrimination, and harassment will not he teolerated.
- Do not actively bring negativity towards certain characters or preferences,
such as ship dynamics or names for the protagenist,

WRITERS

‘¢ Expectations
- 3k-5k word count
- Spot art may be offered pending interest check and applicant results.

ARTISTS

‘® Expectations
= Full-color, rendered piece or comic.
- Black & White/Grayscale images are permitted; lineart only is permitted. In
these instances, art must be polished to the same expectation as full-color

pieces.
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- Traditional art is permitted. Traditional art must be converted to digital
for submission to the specs provided, and color adjusted/cleaned as necessary
to refine for digital display.

application expectations

GENERAL GUIDELINES

‘® All are welcome to apply! Specifics about the application process are TBD Pending
IC results - Please check back!

WRITERS
‘® TBD Pending IC - Please check back!

ARTISTS
‘® TBD Pending IC - Please check back!

compensation & charity information

‘® All contributors are guaranteed a free digital PDF of the zine and all digital
merch. Compensation with physical merch (in the event the IC results dictate we
will pursue physical merch) and contributor bundles will depend wholly on preorder
sales,

‘® In the event physical merch is created, and contributor copies cannot be
provided free of charge, contributers will have the opportunity to buy copies of
all materials at production cost.

‘® Despite the zine not planning for a physical release, contributors may have
access to a printakle file for the zine in case they want to print a copy for
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themselves. (Note: this is intended for personal use only. Any distribution outside
the project's contributors is forbidden.)

‘® Charity of choice to be determined, and contributors will vote to help decide.

faq

‘® Why Royal Quartet?

We thought it was a fun way to sucecinctly refer to all four of Royal's central
characters since Royal Trie is often used to describe the dynamic of Joker, Crow,
and Vielet. Adding Maruki te the mix, it felt fitting to call them a quartet,

‘® Will applications be judged blindly?
Yes, we will be reviewing all applications bhlindly. We will include instructions on
how to keep your submissions anenymous within the application forms.

‘® Is there a set name for the protagonist? Does name order matter?

Beth Ren Amamiya and Akira Kurusu are alleowed. Additionally, either name order
(i.e. Goro Akechi vs. Akechi Goro) is permitted so long as all characters follow
the same naming convention within one’s work.

‘® Can we include other characters?

Other characters may ke featured, but the focus should ke on the Royal Quartet,

‘® Are ships allowed?
Pending results of our interest check, but if yes:
Ships of any combination between the Royal Trio (i.e. Joker/Akechi, Joker/Sumire,
Akechi/Sumire, and Joker/Akechi/Sumire) are permitted. Any ships involving them
with another character are not permitted.

- Additionally, please note that no matter the ship dynamic¢, all characters

must be treated with relevance and respect. We will not permit sidelining or
reducing a character’s role for the sake of another’s relationship.

‘® Are Maruki ships allowed?
Pending results of our interest check, but if yes:
Exploring his relationship with Rumi, Shikusawa, or ancther adult character is

permitted. Ships between Maruki and any of the Royal Trio are not permitted.
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‘® Can we apply for more than one position?
You may apply for more than one role, but you will ke accepted for only one. Spot
artists will bhe a secondary role an artist may take on once accepted as a page,

comic, or merch artist.

‘® 1 have another question.
Feel free to submit questions through our Tumbklr, DM any of ocur seccials, or
directly by e-mail. All questions will be answered ancnymously when they are

publicly posted.
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schedule

* The schedule below is tentative and subject to change.

Project Launch OCT. 3, 2026

Interest Check OCT. 3, 2026 - OCT. 24

Applications OCT. 25, 2026 - NOV. 22, 2026

Application Results Sent NOV. 28, 2026

Creation Period DEC. 1, 2026 - APR. 20, 2027

Preorders TBD

Production TBD

Shipping TBD

Leftover Sales TBD

mods

‘® Ghostsjogging: Co-Head Mod | Design Mod | he/him | Bsky | Carrd
- Experience:

- Co-Head Mod of Knife’'s Edge - Shuakeshu Horror Zine
- Art & Co-Finance Mod of Metamorphosis: Persona 5 Tarot
- Graphics & Formatting Mod of Leblanc’s Lending Library
- Multizine Contributor - See more experience on my carrd
‘¢ Jestarcana: Co-Head Mod | SocMed Mod | they/them | Bsky | Tumblr
- Experience:
- Co-Head & Socmed Mod of Leblanc’s Lending Library
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Multizine Contributor - See more experience on my carrd

® Minkidoodles: Art Mod | they/she | Bsky | Tumblr
- Experience:

Co-Head Mod of Leblanc’s Lending Library
Multizine Contributor - See more experience on my carrd

‘® Carissa: Art Mod | they/them | Twt | Tumblr
- Experience:

Head Mod of Rivals - An Akeshuake Fanzine

Art Mod of Metamorphosis: Persona 5 Tarot

Co-Head & Organization Mod of Jayvik Frames Projects
Art Mod of Our Eternity Zine

See more experience on my carrd

‘® Saikowrites: Writing Mod | she/her | AO3 | Bsky | Tumblr
- Experience:

Writing Mod of Leblanc’s Lending Library
Writing Intern of Knife’s Edge - Shuakeshu Horror Zine

Writing Intern of Blood of a Villain Anthology
Multizine Contributor - See more experience on my carrd

‘® JuniperKuriboh: Writing Asst. & Shipping | he/him | Bsky
- Experience:

Assistant Writing Mod of Leblanc’s Lending Library
Shipping Mod of Knife’s Edge - Shuakeshu Horror Zine

Shipping Mod of Metamorphosis: Persona 5 Tarot

‘® Lobeliaprince: Lead Design Mod | she/they | Bsky | Twt | Tumblr | Insta
- Experience:

Graphic Design & Formatting Mod of Leblanc’s Lending Library
Graphic Design Assistant of Metamorphosis: Persona 5 Tarot
Graphic Design Mod of Knife’s Edge - Shuakeshu Horror Zine
See more experience on my carrd

project specifications

*This information is tentative and subject to change.
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Digital Book
‘® A5 Size
‘® up to ~200 Pages
‘® Full Color (RGB)
‘® Contributors (# TBD Pending Interest Check)
- Page Artists
- Comic Artists
- Writers
- Spot Artists (# TBD Pending Interest Check)
- Merch Artists

Merch Plans

‘® Physical Merch: TBD by Interest Check
‘® Digital Merch: TBD by Interest Check

contributor expectations

GENERAL GUIDELINES

‘¢ Setting

Third Semester. Canon, canon-divergent, and canon-adjacent AUs (i.e. role
swap, NG+) are permitted. Third Semester-only Bad Ending depictions are
permitted. (i.e. the Ideal Reality Bad Ending and the Missed
Deadline/Sleeping Beauty Bad Ending)

‘® Character Selection/Representation
- Solo explorations of a single member of the Royal Trio or Maruki
are permitted so long as the exploration is within the scope of Third
Semester or factors events from the character’s past that drive their
motivations & perspective on Third Semester.
- Pre-canon explorations may happen through brief flashbacks or
references within the piece but can’t comprise the entire piece.



(i.e. a mention of Maruki’s student days is allowed; an entire
piece exclusively featuring that period of time is not.)

- Characters outside the Royal Trio & Maruki can be included.
The piece will still be considered “solo” as long as it focuses on
a single character in the main cast for the zine. Examples:
Kasumi and Sumire solo pieces; Maruki and Rumi solo pieces.
Characters outside of the main 4, however, should lean more
into “haunting the narrative” depictions or not be the primary
focus.

- Duo explorations of the Royal Trio or Maruki are permitted so long
as the exploration is within the scope of Third Semester.

- Examples: Joker and Akechi; Sumire and Maruki; Sumire and
Joker; etc. (Note: ship depictions between Maruki and any
non-adult character are not permitted.)

- Trio explorations are permitted. Could be the literal Royal Trio or
one of the members swapped out for Maruki

- Examples: Royal Trio; Joker, Akechi and Maruki; Akechi,
Sumire and Maruki; etc. (Note: ship depictions between Maruki
and any non-adult character are not permitted.)

- Quartet explorations are permitted. Pieces are not required to
include all four characters.

‘® Theme
The primary theme is distortion in reference to the Third Semester. Tone
can include, but is not limited to: horror, drama, action, and comedy.

‘® Originality
Fuck Al. Fuck Plagiarism. Any contributor found to be using Al or
plagiarizing another creator will be promptly removed from the project.
- Additionally, all contributors are expected to create an original piece
for the project, not tied to or featuring an already-released work/AU of
theirs.

‘® Content Restrictions



- As the game itself is rated M, anything that “goes up to” that rating
will be permitted. For writing, this means that anything that would be
tagged General through Mature is allowed. For art, suggestiveness
and some nonsexual nudity is allowed.

Both gen and ship* depictions between the Royal Trio characters are
allowed. Any ships involving Maruki with the Trio are not
permitted.

(*dependent on interest check)

‘® Deadlines
Meet assigned deadlines for forms, check-ins, and final submissions.
Extensions may be granted if communicated with and approved by Mods.

‘® Communication

Keep an open line of communication and pay attention to announcements
from Mods. Let Mods know as soon as possible about any challenges or
delays. We are always happy to accommodate you if possible!
Contributors are required to have Discord, and Mods will conduct
communication via private channels inside the project server. Even if you
mute the server, please keep @ mentions on and notifications on for your
private channel. This is the primary way Mods will reach out to you. Mods
will only DM privately on Discord or on social media in case of failure to
reach you in-server.

‘® Confidentiality
All contributors retain the full rights to their work if they would like to post or

monetize their pieces once the zine is officially finished. However, we ask
that you do not share any discussions, ideas, WIPs, or final submissions
until the zine is officially released. Mods will make an announcement when
it is safe to post previews and then final pieces.

- This includes posting about or referencing events, ideas, or people
within the project server on your social media channels. Should any
issues or hiccups arise, we encourage you to contact the Mods. We’'ll
gladly help you sort it out!



‘® Professional Conduct
Due to the nature of collaborative projects, you may be sharing a space
with people you may otherwise not interact with: please maintain kind and
respectful conduct with your fellow contributors, inside and outside the
project server. Bigotry, discrimination, and harassment will not be tolerated.
- Do not actively bring negativity towards certain characters or
preferences, such as ship dynamics or names for the protagonist.

WRITERS

‘® Expectations
- 3k-5k word count
- Spot art may be offered pending interest check and applicant
results.

ARTISTS

‘® Expectations

- Full-color, rendered piece or comic.

- Black & White/Grayscale images are permitted; lineart only is
permitted. In these instances, art must be polished to the same
expectation as full-color pieces.

- Traditional art is permitted. Traditional art must be converted to
digital for submission to the specs provided, and color
adjusted/cleaned as necessary to refine for digital display.

application expectations

GENERAL GUIDELINES

‘® All are welcome to apply! Specifics about the application process
are TBD Pending IC results - Please check back!



WRITERS
‘® TBD Pending IC - Please check back!

ARTISTS
‘® TBD Pending IC - Please check back!

compensation & charity information

‘® All contributors are guaranteed a free digital PDF of the zine and all
digital merch. Compensation with physical merch (in the event the IC
results dictate we will pursue physical merch) and contributor bundles will
depend wholly on preorder sales.

‘® In the event physical merch is created, and contributor copies cannot be
provided free of charge, contributors will have the opportunity to buy copies
of all materials at production cost.

‘® Despite the zine not planning for a physical release, contributors may
have access to a printable file for the zine in case they want to print a copy
for themselves. (Note: this is intended for personal use only. Any
distribution outside the project’s contributors is forbidden.)

‘® Charity of choice to be determined, and contributors will vote to help
decide.

faq

‘® Why Royal Quartet?
We thought it was a fun way to succinctly refer to all four of Royal’s central
characters since Royal Trio is often used to describe the dynamic of Joker,



Crow, and Violet. Adding Maruki to the mix, it felt fitting to call them a
quartet.

‘® Will applications be judged blindly?
Yes, we will be reviewing all applications blindly. We will include instructions
on how to keep your submissions anonymous within the application forms.

® Is there a set name for the protagonist? Does name order matter?

Both Ren Amamiya and Akira Kurusu are allowed. Additionally, either name
order (i.e. Goro Akechi vs. Akechi Goro) is permitted so long as all
characters follow the same naming convention within one’s work.

‘® Can we include other characters?
Other characters may be featured, but the focus should be on the Royal
Quartet.

‘® Are ships allowed?

Pending results of our interest check, but if yes:

Ships of any combination between the Royal Trio (i.e. Joker/Akechi,

Joker/Sumire, Akechi/Sumire, and Joker/Akechi/Sumire) are permitted. Any

ships involving them with another character are not permitted.
Additionally, please note that no matter the ship dynamic, all
characters must be treated with relevance and respect. We will
not permit sidelining or reducing a character’s role for the sake of
another’s relationship.

‘® Are Maruki ships allowed?

Pending results of our interest check, but if yes:

Exploring his relationship with Rumi, Shibusawa, or another adult character
is permitted. Ships between Maruki and any of the Royal Trio are not
permitted.

‘® Can we apply for more than one position?



You may apply for more than one role, but you will be accepted for only
one. Spot artists will be a secondary role an artist may take on once
accepted as a page, comic, or merch artist.

‘® | have another question.

Feel free to submit questions through our Tumblr, DM any of our socials, or
directly by e-mail. All questions will be answered anonymously when they
are publicly posted.
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