1984 - Book 2 Chapter 9 Summary

After a ninety-hour workweek, Winston is exhausted. In the middle of Hate Week, Oceania has
switched enemies and allies in the ongoing war, heaping upon Winston a tremendous amount of
work to compensate for the change. At one rally, the speaker is forced to change his speech
halfway through to point out that Oceania is not, and has never been, at war with Eurasia.
Rather, the speaker says, Oceania is, and always has been, at war with Eastasia. The people
become embarrassed about carrying the anti-Eurasia signs and blame Emmanuel Goldstein’s

agents for sabotaging them. Nevertheless, they exhibit full-fledged hatred for Eastasia.

In the room at Mr. Charrington’s, Winston reads through Goldstein’s The Theory and Practice of
Oligarchical Collectivism, given to him by O’Brien. This lengthy book, with chapter titles taken
from party slogans such as “WAR IS PEACE” and “IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH,” traces a
theory of social classes throughout recent history: High Class, Middle Class, and Low
Class—the Inner Party, the Outer Party, and the Proles. According to the manifesto, Eurasia
was created when Russia subsumed all of Europe, Oceania was created when the United
States absorbed the British Empire, and Eastasia is made up of the remaining nations. These
three nations keep their respective populaces preoccupied with a perpetual border war in order
to preserve power among the High class. Goldstein writes that the war never advances
significantly, as no two allied nations can defeat the third. The war is simply a fact of life that
enables the ruling powers to keep the masses ignorant of life in other places—the real meaning

of the phrase “WAR IS PEACE.”

As Winston reads, Julia enters the room and flings herself into his arms. She is casually glad to
know that he has the book. After half an hour in bed together, during which they hear the
red-armed woman singing outside, Winston reads to Julia from the book. Goldstein explains that
the control of history is a central tool of the Party. He adds that doublethink allows Inner Party
members to be the most zealous about pursuing the war mentality, even though they know the
falsity of the histories they write. Winston finally asks Julia if she is awake—she is not—and falls

asleep himself. His last thought is that “sanity is not statistical.”
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