FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

lllinois High School Theatre Students Invited to Audition for 2026 All-State
Production of NEWSIES

[Addison, lllinois] — The lllinois Theatre Association (ITA) is thrilled to announce auditions for
the prestigious 50th lllinois High School Theatre Festival All-State Production of Newsies to be
presented at lllinois State University in January 2026. This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity brings
together the state’s most talented high school performers, technicians, and musicians for a
professionally produced show that will be performed at the annual lllinois High School Theatre
Festival.

Auditions are open to current high school students across lllinois who are passionate about
theatre and eager to collaborate with top peers from around the state. Students can audition for
roles in the cast, apply for technical crew positions, or audition to be part of the pit orchestra.

Audition Details:
7 Dates: May 31 or June 7
? Locations: Normal, IL or Addison, IL
€5 Who Can Audition: lllinois high school students entering their sophomore, junior, or senior
year in 2025-2026
= Registration & More Info: Visit www.illinoistheatre.org/All-State-Production

The All-State Production is known for its high-caliber performances and the unique opportunity it
provides for students to work under the guidance of professional directors, designers, and
educators. Participants will gain valuable experience, build lifelong friendships, and be part of a
truly unforgettable theatre experience.

“This production is a highlight of the lllinois High School Theatre Festival and an extraordinary
opportunity for students to challenge themselves artistically,” said Anna McSweeney, Director of
the 2026 All-State Production. “We encourage all dedicated and passionate theatre students to
audition and be part of something truly special.”

Interested students should prepare audition materials according to the guidelines provided on
the ITA website. Technical crew applicants will be required to submit portfolios, and musicians
will need to demonstrate their instrumental proficiency through recorded or live auditions.

For more information or to schedule an audition, please contact:

Christina Ordonez and Michelle Bayer
All-State Producers
allstateproducers@ihstf.org

Don’t miss your chance to be part of lllinois’ premier high school theatre experience—audition
for the 2026 All-State Production today!
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