
Transportation, Race and Equity: ​
A Syllabi Resource List for Faculty 

Introduction 

What the list is 
The objective of this effort is to collect readings and other resources that faculty can use in their 
syllabi for university courses on transportation planning and engineering, so that their courses will 
better address issues of race, racism, equity, and justice in the transportation field. Most of the 
resources are focused on these topics. There are also resources on other topics authored by 
Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) scholars that faculty can use to diversify the 
voices our students read and hear.  
 
This list is focused on transportation, particularly planning and engineering. It does not cover 
broader topics in urban planning or other disciplines that are not specific to transportation.  
 
The focus is on racial equity, though there are some resources on gender, age, and 
disability/accessibility.  
 
This is an evolving and expanding list. There are topics that need more resources. There may be 
some resources that are dated. We are working to tag BIPOC authors. We welcome your input.  
 
Right now the list is mainly readings, with some videos and other multimedia resources. If there is 
interest, in the future it could be expanded to include other curriculum resources shared by 
faculty, e.g. assignments, modules, etc.  

What the list is not 
This is not intended to be a comprehensive resource on research or readings on race, equity, and 
transportation. We want it to focus on the types of readings and resources that will be effective as 
part of a university course syllabus. We do not want it to be too overwhelming for faculty who are 
revising/creating their syllabi and teaching materials to find what they need.  
 
This is not, in itself, the solution to advancing equity and anti-racism in our courses. Simply putting 
a few readings on a syllabus is not enough. There are tools and resources available that help 
faculty create a more inclusive syllabus: 

●​ University of Kansas: https://cte.ku.edu/creating-inclusive-syllabus 
●​ Tufts University: How can I use my syllabus as a tool for inclusion? 

https://cte.ku.edu/creating-inclusive-syllabus
https://provost.tufts.edu/celt/the-syllabus-as-a-tool-for-setting-the-climate/


 
And, of course, the syllabus is just one part. There are other resources about anti-racist 
pedagogy: 

●​ From University of Southern California, an Anti-Racist Pedagogy Guide:  
●​ Resources from Brown University on anti-racist teaching 

 
If you have other suggestions to add, email us (see below). 

How to use 
The list is kept in a public Zotero library. From there you can: 

●​ Browse by topic folder 
●​ Search  
●​ Copy references to your own Zotero libraries 
●​ Export references to other formats 
●​ Add or edit references (see How to Contribute) 
●​ Add notes to references on how you have used a reading/resource or other input that 

would be useful to other faculty (see How to Contribute) 
 
The list is also exported from Zotero periodically into a static bibliographic list below. 
 
Many of the references on the list are peer-reviewed journal articles that may be behind paywalls. 
University faculty and students should be able to access most of those through their libraries. 
Moving forward, we hope that more resources are open source.  
 
We are in the process of identifying BIPOC authors. Those references with at least one BIPOC 
author (or presenter, for a video/podcast/webinar) have the tag “BIPOC author” in Zotero and in 
this document. The process to add this information is on-going, and if you have information about 
BIPOC authors on the list, please let us know. 

How to contribute 
We want this to be a collaborative effort. If you would like to collaborate and add resources 
and/or notes on resources, simply email one of the organizers (below) to add you as an 
editor/member in Zotero. If you do add references, please also add them to appropriate topic 
folders.  
 
If you just have ideas or want to add references without being a Zotero editor/member, you can 
fill out this form to suggest new resources or email us. ​
(Note: the form is now fixed to work for everyone.) 

 

https://libguides.usc.edu/c.php?g=744325&p=5908931
https://www.brown.edu/sheridan/teaching-learning-resources/inclusive-teaching/effective-teaching-anti-racist-teaching
https://www.zotero.org/groups/2542896/transportation_race_equity_and_justice/library
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPMCN-oqveQ-wGBHoPfu5hRzTT4Wo8GRc5TJKe_slPqpdfzA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Who’s doing this?  
Organizers 
Jennifer Dill, TREC at Portland State University 
Contact: jdill@pdx.edu 
 
Kendra K. Levine, University of California, Berkeley ITS Library 
Contact: kklevine@berkeley.edu  
 
Jesus Barajas, University of California, Davis 
Contact: jmbarajas@ucdavis.edu  
 
Thank you to people have provided resources to add to the list:  
Greg Griffin​ Deborah Salon​ Julian Agyeman 
Daniel Rodriguez​ Patrick Cooper-McCann​ Susan Handy 
Dan Piatkowski​ Marlon Boarnet​ Mahtot Gebresselassie 
Ivis Garcia​ Donald Shoup​ Orly Linovski​
Susan Shaheen​ Olatunji Oboi Reed​ Lake Sagaris 
Nick Klein​ Hana Creger 
 
The 2018 Syllabus Book from the ACSP Committee on Diversity   
 

 

https://trec.pdx.edu/
mailto:jdill@pdx.edu
mailto:kklevine@berkeley.edu
mailto:jmbarajas@ucdavis.edu
https://www.acsp.org/resource/resmgr/files/cod/2018_acsp_syllabus_book_fina.pdf
http://www.acsp.org/page/CommOnDiversity


The List 
Note: The list below was exported from the public Zotero library on September 10, 2021. It will be 
updated periodically, but the Zotero library will be the most current source.   

 
Use the Document Outline feature to the left to see the topic headings and 
navigate easily.  

General 
Banister, D. (2018). Inequality in transport. https://www.inequalityintransport.org.uk/ 
 
Brenman, M., & Sanchez, T. W. (2012). Planning as if people matter: Governing for social equity. 
Island Press. https://islandpress.org/books/planning-if-people-matter 
 
Bullard, R. (2003). Addressing Urban Transportation Equity in the United States. Fordham Urban 
Law Journal, 31(5), 1183. https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/ulj/vol31/iss5/2 (BIPOC author) 
 
Bullard, R. D., Johnson, G. S., & Torres, A. O. (Eds.). (2004). Highway robbery: Transportation 
racism & new routes to equity. South End Press.  (BIPOC author) 
 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation. “New Routes to Equity: The Future of Transportation in 
the Black Community.” Accessed February 11, 2021. 
https://www.cbcfinc.org/publication/new-routes-to-equity-the-future-of-transportation-in-the-black-
community/. 
 
Karner, Alex, Jonathan London, Dana Rowangould, and Kevin Manaugh. “From Transportation 
Equity to Transportation Justice: Within, Through, and Beyond the State.” Journal of Planning 
Literature 35, no. 4 (November 1, 2020): 440–59. https://doi.org/10.1177/0885412220927691. 
 
Karner, A., Rowangould, D., & London, J. (2016). We Can Get There From Here: New Perspectives 
on Transportation Equity. National Center for Sustainable Transportation.  
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9zp565xr 
 
Khisty, C. J. (1996). Operationalizing Concepts of Equity for Public Project Investments. 
Transportation Research Record, 1559(1), 94–99. https://doi.org/10.1177/0361198196155900112 
 
Lucas, K. (2012). Transport and social exclusion: Where are we now? Transport Policy, 20, 105–113. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tranpol.2012.01.013 
 
National Academies of Sciences, E. (2021). Racial Equity Addendum to Critical Issues in 
Transportation. https://doi.org/10.17226/26264 

https://www.zotero.org/groups/2542896/transportation_race_equity_and_justice/library
https://www.inequalityintransport.org.uk/
https://islandpress.org/books/planning-if-people-matter
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/ulj/vol31/iss5/2
https://www.cbcfinc.org/publication/new-routes-to-equity-the-future-of-transportation-in-the-black-community/
https://www.cbcfinc.org/publication/new-routes-to-equity-the-future-of-transportation-in-the-black-community/
https://www.cbcfinc.org/publication/new-routes-to-equity-the-future-of-transportation-in-the-black-community/
https://doi.org/10.1177/0885412220927691
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9zp565xr
https://doi.org/10.1177/0361198196155900112
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tranpol.2012.01.013
https://doi.org/10.17226/26264


 
Planning While Black, NACTO 2016 Keynote by Tamika Butler. (2016, October 25). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4R7MuNBMvk&feature=youtu.be (BIPOC author) 
 
Pereira, Rafael H. M., and Alex Karner. “Transportation Equity.” SocArXiv, October 19, 2020. 
https://doi.org/10.31235/osf.io/gykud. 
 
Pollack, S., Williams, L., Lopez, R., & Luna, I. (2013). The toll of transportation. Northeastern 
University Dukakis Center for Regional and Urban Policy. 
https://1vmdesign.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/DUK_TOLL_N2N_Report.pdf 
 
Williams, Rashad Akeem. “From Racial to Reparative Planning: Confronting the White Side of 
Planning.” Journal of Planning Education and Research, August 5, 2020, 0739456X20946416. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0739456X20946416. 

Transport Justice and Mobility Justice 
Bierbaum, A. H., Karner, A., & Barajas, J. M. (2021). Toward Mobility Justice. Journal of the 
American Planning Association, 87(2), 197–210. https://doi.org/10.1080/01944363.2020.1803104 
 
Karner, A., London, J., Rowangould, D., & Manaugh, K. (2020). From Transportation Equity to 
Transportation Justice: Within, Through, and Beyond the State. Journal of Planning Literature, 
0885412220927691. https://doi.org/10.1177/0885412220927691 
 
Lugo, A. (2018, November 7). Untokening Mobility: Beyond Pavement, Paint & Place. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvMs5eOX0kY&feature=youtu.be (BIPOC author) 
 
Martens, K. (2012). Justice in transport as justice in accessibility: Applying Walzer’s ‘Spheres of 
Justice’ to the transport sector. Transportation, 39(6), 1035–1053. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11116-012-9388-7 
 
Martens, K. (2017). Transport justice: Designing fair transportation systems. Routledge, Taylor & 
Francis Group. 
 
Martens, K., Golub, A., & Robinson, G. (2012). A justice-theoretic approach to the distribution of 
transportation benefits: Implications for transportation planning practice in the United States. 
Transportation Research Part A: Policy and Practice, 46(4), 684–695. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tra.2012.01.004 
 
McCullough, S. (2020, July 29). Moving from Equity to Justice in Transportation in a Time of Crisis. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1Lk7A6ImzI&feature=youtu.be (BIPOC author) 
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https://doi.org/10.31235/osf.io/gykud
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https://doi.org/10.1080/01944363.2020.1803104
https://doi.org/10.1177/0885412220927691
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https://doi.org/10.1007/s11116-012-9388-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tra.2012.01.004
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Pereira, R. H. M., Schwanen, T., & Banister, D. (2017). Distributive justice and equity in 
transportation. Transport Reviews, 37(2), 170–191. https://doi.org/10.1080/01441647.2016.1257660 
 
Sanchez, T. W., & Brenman, M. (2007). The Right to Transportation. American Planning 
Association. 
 
Sheller, M. (2015). Racialized Mobility Transitions in Philadelphia: Connecting Urban Sustainability 
and Transport Justice. City & Society, 27(1), 70–91. https://doi.org/10.1111/ciso.12049 
 
Sheller, M. (2018). Mobility justice: The politics of movement in the age of extremes. Verso. 
 
Sulaiman, S. (2016, September 20). Justice-Oriented Mobility Advocates to “Untokenize” Active 
Transportation Movement at November Convening. Streetsblog Los Angeles. 
https://la.streetsblog.org/2016/09/20/justice-oriented-mobility-advocates-to-untokenize-active-tra
nsportation-movement-at-november-convening/ (BIPOC author) 
 
 
Untokening Collective. (2017). Untokening 1.0—Principles of Mobility Justice. 
http://www.untokening.org/updates/2017/11/11/untokening-10-principles-of-mobility-justice (BIPOC 
author) 
 
Untokening Collective. (2018, January 27). Untokening Mobility: Beyond Pavement, Paint and 
Place. The Untokening. 
http://www.untokening.org/updates/2018/1/27/untokening-mobility-beyond-pavement-paint-and-p
lace (BIPOC author) 
 
Verlinghieri, Ersilia, and Tim Schwanen. “Transport and Mobility Justice: Evolving Discussions.” 
Journal of Transport Geography 87 (July 2020). www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7359804. 

History 
 
Driving While Black: Race, Space and Mobility in America. 
https://www.pbs.org/video/driving-while-black-race-space-and-mobility-in-america-achvfr/. 
 
Anthony, R. L., & Rodriguez, J. A. (2021, April 12). Harnessing the Memory of Freeway 
Displacement in the Cream City. The Metropole. 
https://themetropole.blog/2021/04/12/harnessing-the-memory-of-freeway-displacement-in-the-cre
am-city/ 
 
Archer, D. N. (2021). Transportation Policy and the Underdevelopment of Black Communities 
(SSRN Scholarly Paper ID 3797364). Social Science Research Network. 
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=3797364 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01441647.2016.1257660
https://doi.org/10.1111/ciso.12049
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https://doi.org/www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7359804
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https://themetropole.blog/2021/04/12/harnessing-the-memory-of-freeway-displacement-in-the-cream-city/
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=3797364


 
Avila, E. (2014). The folklore of the freeway: Race and revolt in the modernist city. 
http://public.ebookcentral.proquest.com/choice/publicfullrecord.aspx?p=1693129 (BIPOC author) 
 
Avila, Eric, and Mark H. Rose. “Race, Culture, Politics, and Urban Renewal: An Introduction.” 
Journal of Urban History 35, no. 3 (March 1, 2009): 335–47. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0096144208330393. 
 
Bullard, R. D., Johnson, G. S., & Torres, A. O. (Eds.). (2004). Highway robbery: Transportation 
racism & new routes to equity. South End Press. (BIPOC author) 
 
Caro, R. A. (1975). The Power Broker: Robert Moses and the Fall of New York. Vintage Books.​
​ Chapter 36: "The Meat Ax"; Chapter 37: "One Mile" 
 
Connerly, C. E. (2002). From Racial Zoning to Community Empowerment: The Interstate Highway 
System and the African American Community in Birmingham, Alabama. Journal of Planning 
Education and Research, 22(2), 99–114. https://doi.org/10.1177/0739456X02238441 
 
Crockett, Karilyn. People before Highways. University of Massachusetts Press, 2018. 
https://www.umasspress.com/9781625342973/people-before-highways/. (BIPOC author) 
 
Fitzgerald, J., & Agyeman, J. (2021). Removing urban highways can improve neighborhoods 
blighted by decades of racist policies. The Conversation. 
http://theconversation.com/removing-urban-highways-can-improve-neighborhoods-blighted-by-d
ecades-of-racist-policies-166220 
 
Fleischer, M. (2020, June 24). L.A.’s freeways might be the most racist monuments in California. 
Los Angeles Times. 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-06-24/bulldoze-la-freeways-racism-monument 
 
Gilroy, Paul. “Driving While Black.” In Car Cultures, 81–104. Routledge, 2020. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003084860-4. 
 
Karas, D. (2015). Highway to Inequity: The Disparate Impact of the Interstate Highway System on 
Poor and Minority Communities in American Cities. New Visions for Public Affairs, 7(April 2015). 
https://sites.udel.edu/cas-nvpa/page/2/ 
 
Kruse, K. M. (2019, August 14). How Segregation Caused Your Traffic Jam. The New York Times. 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/traffic-atlanta-segregation.html 
 
Lewis, T. (2013). Divided highways building the interstate highways, transforming American life. 
Cornell Univ. Press. 
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McKenzie, G. (2016, May 24). Your Stories: How Urban Freeways Divided America’s 
Neighborhoods. Diane Rehm. 
https://dianerehm.org/2016/05/24/how-highway-construction-has-affected-listeners-lives 
 
Peterson, S. J. (2021, April 28). Justice and the Interstates: A Proposal for a National Project of 
Truth and Accountability. The Metropole. 
https://themetropole.blog/2021/04/28/justice-and-the-interstates-a-proposal-for-a-national-project
-of-truth-and-accountability/ 
 
Phillips de Lucas, A. K. (2021, April 26). The perils of participation. The Metropole. 
https://themetropole.blog/2021/04/26/the-perils-of-participation/ 
 
Seiler, C. (2006). “So That We as a Race Might Have Something Authentic to Travel By”: African 
American Automobility and Cold-War Liberalism. American Quarterly, 58(4), 1091–1117. 
https://doi.org/10.1353/aq.2007.0015 
 
Shelton, K. (2021, April 19). Right in the Way: Generations of Highway Impacts in Houston. The 
Metropole. 
https://themetropole.blog/2021/04/19/right-in-the-way-generations-of-highway-impacts-in-houston
/ 
Sorin, G. (2020). Driving While Black: African American Travel and the Road to Civil Rights. 
Liveright Publishing. 
 
Streetfilms. (2006). Contested Streets: Breaking New York City Gridlock. 
https://www.streetfilms.org/contested-streets-breaking-new-york-city-gridlock/  
 
Sulaiman, S. (n.d.). Nipsey Hussle Understood Cities Better than You. Why Didn’t You Know Who 
He Was? – Streetsblog Los Angeles. Retrieved August 27, 2020, from 
https://la.streetsblog.org/2019/08/15/nipsey-hussle-understood-cities-better-than-you-why-didnt-y
ou-know-who-he-was/ (BIPOC author) 

Sulaiman, S. (2015, October 2). Exploring the Legacy of Redlining via a New Documentary about 
Boyle Heights. Streetsblog Los Angeles. 
https://la.streetsblog.org/2015/10/02/new-documentary-about-boyle-heights-opens-new-urbanism
-film-festival/ (BIPOC author) 

Sulaiman, S. (2019). Destination Crenshaw and the Rise of We-Built-this-Place-Making – 
Streetsblog Los Angeles. 
https://la.streetsblog.org/2019/02/08/destination-crenshaw-and-the-rise-of-we-built-this-place-ma
king/ (BIPOC author) 

Wiggins, D. (2021, April 14). Remembering Sweet Auburn Before the Expressway: What Nostalgia 
Reveals About the Limits of Postwar Liberalism. The Metropole. 
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https://themetropole.blog/2021/04/14/remembering-sweet-auburn-before-the-expressway-what-n
ostalgia-reveals-about-the-limits-of-postwar-liberalism/ 

Zanzot, J., & Retzlaff, R. (2021, April 7). The Interstates: Planned Violence and the Need for Truth 
and Reconciliation. The Metropole. 
https://themetropole.blog/2021/04/07/the-interstates-planned-violence-and-the-need-for-truth-an
d-reconciliation/ 

Tools for Practice, Public Participation, Methods 

Brown, C. T. (2020, February). 12 strategies for centering and prioritizing equity in transportation. 
ITE Journal, 90(2), 42–45. 
https://www.nxtbook.com/ygsreprints/ITE/ITE_February2020/index.php#/p/42 (BIPOC author) 
 
Creger, Hana, Joel Espino, and Alvaro S Sanchez. “Mobility Equity Framework: Making 
Transportation Work for People.” Greenlining Institute, March 21, 2018. 
https://greenlining.org/publications/2018/mobility-equity-framework/.  (BIPOC author) 
 
Creger, Hana. “Making Equity Real in Mobility Pilots Toolkit.” Greenlining Institute. Accessed 
October 14, 2020. 
https://greenlining.org/publications/reports/2019/making-equity-real-in-mobility-pilots-toolkit/.  
(BIPOC author) 
 
Creger, Hana. “Making Racial Equity Real in Research.” Greenlining Institute, September 15, 2020. 
https://greenlining.org/publications/2020/racial-equity-research-report/.  (BIPOC author) 
 
Equiticity. (2019, August 13). The Equiticity Racial Equity Statement of Principle. Equiticity. 
https://www.equiticity.org/statement (BIPOC author) 
 
García, I. (2017). Learning about Neighborhood Identity, Streets as Places, and Community 
Engagement in a Chicago Studio Course. Transformations: The Journal of Inclusive Scholarship 
and Pedagogy, 27(2), 142–157. JSTOR. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5325/trajincschped.27.2.0142 (BIPOC author) 
 
Litman, Todd. “Evaluating Transportation Equity: Guidance For Incorporating Distributional 
Impacts in Transportation Planning.” Victoria Transport Policy Institute, 2020. 
www.vtpi.org/equity.pdf. 
 
McCullough, S. R., & van Stokkum, R. (2021). Answers from the Margins: Participatory Planning 
with Disadvantaged Communities. https://doi.org/10.7922/G2RX99DZ 
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