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Air conditioners are designed to keep your home comfortable during hot weather, but
choosing the best fan setting on an AC can be confusing. Should you leave it on “auto”
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or set it to “on”? Today, we’ll explore the benefits of each option, helping you save
money on your utility bills, maintain efficiency, and enjoy a cooler home. By the end,
you’ll understand which setting works best for your home and lifestyle.
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Should AC Fan Be On Auto Or On—What'’s the Difference?

When it comes to the fan setting on AC, deciding between “auto” and “on” can
significantly impact your energy usage, comfort, and system lifespan. Each setting
offers unique benefits and drawbacks, and understanding how they work can help you
make the best choice for your home. Below, we’ll explain what each setting means and
explore its pros and cons.

Auto Setting

The "auto" fan setting on your AC system ensures the fan only operates when the
system is actively cooling or heating your home. This means the fan will turn on at the
start of a cycle and shut off once the desired temperature is reached. It's a popular
choice for homeowners who want their systems to work efficiently without running
constantly.

Using this setting, your AC prioritizes energy savings and humidity control while
ensuring your home remains comfortable.

PROS:

e Maximizes energy efficiency, potentially lowering electricity bills.
e Reduces wear and tear on the fan, prolonging its lifespan.
e Helps manage indoor humidity levels more effectively.

CONS:
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e Air circulation pauses between cycles, which can lead to hot or cold spots in your
home.
e It may take longer to notice a temperature change when the system restarts.

On Setting

The "on" fan setting keeps the AC fan running continuously, regardless of whether the
system is actively cooling or heating. This means air always circulates through your
home, providing consistent airflow and filtration. While this setting can offer certain
benefits, it also comes with increased energy usage and potential maintenance
concerns.

PROSs:

e Ensures continuous airflow, improving air circulation and indoor air quality, and
reducing temperature inconsistencies.

e Provides constant air filtration, which can benefit individuals with allergies or
sensitivities.

e Creates a more evenly distributed temperature throughout the home.

CONS:

Higher energy consumption can increase electricity bills.
Accelerates wear and tear on the fan, potentially leading to more frequent
maintenance.

e Does not control humidity as effectively as the "auto" setting.

Does Keeping AC On Auto Save Money?

As a rule, keeping your AC fan setting on auto can save money. You consume less
energy over time because you're not running the fan constantly. Less energy
consumption translates into lower utility bills. The amount of savings depends on the air
conditioner and the season. In the hottest part of the summer, your AC should run about
3 to 6 times per hour. You may not observe as many savings during that time.

At Brothers Air, Heat & Plumbing, we're here to help with expert advice and services,
from answering your AC questions and providing summer tips to top-notch
maintenance and AC repair services. If you need advice on efficiency, don’t hesitate
to contact us at 704-620-6252 for all your AC needs.
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So, Should Your AC Fan Be on Auto or On?

Still wondering if you should leave your AC fan on auto or on? Ultimately, the best
choice for your home depends on various factors.
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optimizes efficiency but may overwork system

Switching the fan from “auto” to “on” can be a good way to keep the ventilation running
during mild weather or when you have a crowd at your home.

However, you probably wouldn’t want to keep it there all the time to minimize your
energy use. You should also remember that air conditioner fan settings won’t address
fundamental problems with the system. If you run the fan because your AC does not
provide sufficient cooling for the home, you should schedule an air conditioner repair

or AC replacement instead.

At Brothers, we do our best to help you get the quality AC services you need. We run
rotating specials on many of our services and offer financing options to better meet
your budget needs. Plus, you can save even more on system upgrades if you're
enrolled in a Pro Service Plan.

How To Expand Your AC’s Lifespan

Keeping your AC system in top condition requires simple, actionable steps to reduce
wear, improve efficiency, and ensure peak air quality during summer. Here are some
tips to help your system last longer:

Choose the Right Fan Setting

e Use the “auto” setting to minimize wear on your fan, as it only runs during cooling
cycles.

e If you prefer the “on” setting for constant airflow, monitor usage to prevent
overworking the system.
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Perform Regular Maintenance

e Replace air filters every 1-3 months to ensure proper airflow and reduce strain
on the system.
Clean vents and ducts to prevent dust buildup that can overwork your AC.
Schedule annual professional tune-ups to catch and fix potential issues like dirty
coils or worn components.

Improve Indoor Air Quality

e Use high-quality filters to trap allergens and particles, keeping the air clean.
e Seal windows and doors to maintain consistent indoor temperatures and reduce
dust infiltration.

Keep Your Home Cool Efficiently

Close blinds or curtains during the hottest parts of the day to block heat.

Use ceiling or floor fans to circulate cool air, easing the workload on your AC.
Consider a programmable thermostat to optimize cooling schedules and avoid
overuse.

By following these tips, you'll enhance your AC’s performance and lifespan while
keeping your home comfortable all summer long.

When to Call a Professional for AC Troubles

Your AC system is essential for keeping your home cool and comfortable, but issues
requiring expert attention can arise even with proper care and correct AC settings.
Knowing when to call a professional can save you time and money and prevent further
damage to your system.

e Inconsistent Cooling: If some rooms feel warmer or cooler than others, it could
indicate airflow issues, thermostat problems, or ductwork leaks that need a
professional diagnosis.



e Rising Energy Bills: A sudden spike in energy costs might mean your system is
working harder than it should, often due to dirty coils, clogged filters, or other
efficiency problems.

e Unusual Noises: Loud or strange sounds, like banging or hissing, often signal
mechanical issues such as a failing fan motor or refrigerant leaks.

e Frequent Cycling: If your AC frequently turns on and off, it could be struggling
with improper fan settings, thermostat calibration, or more serious underlying
issues.

e Poor Air Quality: Dust buildup, humidity issues, or persistent odors may indicate
a problem with your AC'’s filtration or dehumidification process.

Addressing these problems promptly can prevent minor issues from escalating into
costly repairs or replacements. If you're experiencing any of these issues, don’t wait. If
you live near Charlotte, NC, call 704-620-6252 for reliable AC repair and maintenance.

Choose Brothers for All Your AC Needs

Your air conditioner plays a crucial role in keeping your home comfortable and efficient,
but choosing the right fan setting on an AC, performing regular maintenance, and
improving air quality are essential for getting the most out of your system. Whether
you’re looking to save money on your utility bill, extend your AC’s lifespan, or ensure
consistent indoor air quality, Brothers has the expertise you need.

Brothers provide everything needed to keep your AC in peak condition, from
professional tune-ups to filter replacements and expert advice. With our guidance, you
can feel confident that your system will operate efficiently during even the hottest
summer days while saving you time and money.

Don’t let AC problems disrupt your comfort—contact Brothers today for reliable AC
services in the Charlotte, NC, area. Call 704-620-6252 or schedule service online to
keep your AC running smoothly year-round.
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