For Immediate Release: August 3, 2021

Contact: Kunaan Smyth, kunaan@silainuat.org

Sovereign Iiupiat for a Living Arctic Statement: Biden
Administration’s NOI on Arctic Drilling Review

"Sovereign IAupiat for a Living Arctic (SILA) appreciates the Biden administration's intention to
address the insufficiencies and legal violations in the prior administration's oil and gas leasing
program for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Now it's time for Congress to do only what it can
by repealing the program entirely.

"We look to our representatives in Congress to now step up and do their share of the work in
protecting this land that provides for IAupiat and Gwich’in communities. It is time to protect the
Refuge and rescind the leasing program from the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. We remind
members of Congress that traditional Ifupiat values include hunting traditions, respect for
nature, and spirituality, all of which this law impacts in our communities. Please, act now to
move to change laws that will impact Iiupiat communities, Gwich’in communities, and the rest of
the world."


https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2021-16572/environmental-impact-statements-availability-etc-coastal-plain-oil-and-gas-leasing-program-alaska
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